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Creation in Crisis
The field of religion and ecology is an emerging and growing movement that is
becoming relevant and influential in the world. It seeks to analyse, encourage,
inspire, use, compare, and combine religious traditions to engage and shape
environmental issues. Tony Watling seeks to ethnographically analyse this
important field and its expressions. In particular, he analyses and compares its
explorations of different world religions for ecological themes and the resulting
expressions of ecological visions, in what he terms 'religious ecotopias' - idealized,
environmentally-friendly re-imaginings of nature and humanity, and
correspondingly religion, which seek to influence environmental attitudes.

Ecological Imaginations in the World Religions
Extend the human story backward for the five thousand years of recorded history
and it covers no more than a millionth of a lifetime of the Earth. Yet how do we
humans take stock of the history of our planet, and our own place within it? A “vast
historical mosaic” (Publishers Weekly) rendered engaging and accessible, Big
History interweaves different disciplines of knowledge to offer an all-encompassing
account of history on Earth. Since its publication, Cynthia Brown’s “world history on
a grand scale” (Kirkus) has been translated into nine languages and has helped
propel the “big history” concept to viral status. This new edition of Brown’s seminal
work is more relevant today than ever before, as we increasingly must grapple
with accelerating rates of change and, ultimately, the legacy we will bequeath to
future generations. Here is a pathbreaking portrait of our world, from the birth of
the universe from a single point the size of an atom to life on a twenty-first-century
planet inhabited by 7 billion people.

Created in Delight
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The Feminine Universe
“Dedicated readers of ecology, theology, or religious philosophy will want to savor
each one [of these essays]” from the renowned environmental thinker (Library
Journal). A leading scholar, cultural historian, and Catholic priest who spent more
than fifty years writing about our engagement with the Earth, Thomas Berry
possessed prophetic insight into the rampant destruction of ecosystems and the
extinction of species. In this book he makes a persuasive case for an interreligious
dialogue that can better confront the environmental problems of the twenty-first
century. These erudite and keenly sympathetic essays represent Berry’s best work,
covering such issues as human beings’ modern alienation from nature and the
possibilities of future, regenerative forms of religious experience. Asking that we
create a new story of the universe and the emergence of the Earth within it, Berry
resituates the human spirit within a sacred totality. “This book addresses how the
history and diversity of world religions offer ways to engage with Earth; how it is
necessary to connect with a spirituality that is Earth derived; how science can be in
conversation with the religious sensibilities of wonder and awe; and how our
relationship to the natural world is crucial to our spirituality. In the earliest essays,
Berry sounds most optimistic and urges readers to reconcile modern impulses and
technology with religious traditions.”—Publishers Weekly “Thomas Berry
demonstrates in these papers the qualities he calls for: humanist vision and
imagination.”—Resurgence

Primordial Cosmology
Humans have long wondered about the origin of the universe. And such questions
are especially alive today as physicists offer metaphysical theories to account for
the emergence of creation. Theists have attributed the universe’s origin to divine
activity, and many have said God created something from absolute nothingness.
The venerable doctrine of creatio ex nihilo especially emphasizes God’s initial
creating activity. Some contributors to this book explore new reasons creatio ex
nihilo should continue to be embraced today. But other contributors question the
viability of creation from nothing and offer alternative initial creation options in its
place. These new alternatives explore a variety of options in light of recent
scientific work, new biblical scholarship, and both new and old theological
traditions.

Hidden Heart of the Cosmos
Primordial Threat
Holocaust survivor and Nobel Prize winner Elie Wiesel has said that there is a new
commandment: "Thou shalt not stand idly by." This book articulates a progressive
faith that represents a true marriage of the academic work of the modern biblical
critical movement and the historical Jesus work of the Jesus Seminar applied within
the life of an active parish. Setting aside the magic and superstition found in much
of traditional religious life and affirming an evidence-based approach to faith,
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author Roger Ray strives to apply Wiesel's injunction to actively respond to the
injustice, violence, and discrimination in the world. In concrete terms, Ray
describes what progressives can embrace intellectually and morally, and how
those convictions can be lived out in a faith community.

Religions in the Making
Earth-honoring Faith
A young man by the name of Timothy Valentin lives a rough life and abusive,
empty life. The story is mainly told through his eyes but occasionally jumps
perspectives to another character. One particularly rough night after horrible
incident the boy finds himself in an extraordinary circumstance. With new powers,
servants and armies at his disposal the boy becomes god like. But he soon learns
that with this new opportunity and power comes an exceptional amount of danger
and trouble and sets off on a quest to slay his primordial father who is out to
destroy him. Through out his journey he is plunged in to a world of magic and
mystery. Along the way he encounters many hardships that hed never had thought
possible to over come and discovers the true nature of the universe and all its
secrets. Even with his new god like self he is just faced with problems even a god
can not solve alone. But above all else, with his new powers the boy must
determine is he force for good and order. Or force for evil and chaos.

The Universe is a Green Dragon
How does nursing knowledge develop and how do we incorporate this knowledge
into the practice of nursing? Is it possible for nursing theory to address the needs
of clinical practice? These key questions in the field of nursing are explored in this
groundbreaking work. Based on their five-year experience as co-chairs of the New
England Knowledge Conferences and the contributions of nurse clinicians and
academics, the book addresses issues critical to improving the quality and delivery
of health care. Concentrating on four major themes--the current state of nursing
knowledge, the philosophy of nursing knowledge, the integration of nursing
knowledge with practice, and examples of the impact on health care delivery when
nursing knowledge is applied--Nursing Knowledge Development and Clinical
Practice gives concrete examples of how nursing knowledge can improve nursing
practice and overall health care delivery both today and in the future.

Community Practice Skills
"Written by one who really knows the sciencea hard sf treat." (Gregory Benford,
New York Times bestselling author): In 2066, a black hole is on a collision course
with Earth. Can NASA scientist Burt find a solution to save the solar system? ------*** USA Today bestseller *** The year is 2066 and the world is oblivious to the
threat it faces. The fate of humanity lies on the shoulders of Burt Radcliffe, the new
head of NASA's Near Earth Object program. He's been rushing the completion of
DefenseNet, a ring of satellites that are both part of an early-warning system as
well as the means to eliminate incoming threats. Yet Burt knows that despite the
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world's best efforts, nothing can be done about the alert he's just received. Coming
out of deep space is a danger that's been approaching since the dawn of time. A
black hole. An unstoppable threat that promises death for all in its wake. Dave
Holmes was a modern-day Einstein. As the original architect of DefenseNet, he'd
had visions of this Primordial Threat before he disappeared, yet he'd left behind no
details on how the problem might be solved. Can Holmes be found, and if so, will
his solution even work? The world has less than a year to find out.

The primordial universe - L'univers primordial
Dorothy N. Gamble and Marie Weil differentiate among a range of intervention
methods to provide a comprehensive and effective guide to working with
communities. Presenting eight distinct models grounded in current practice and
targeted toward specific goals, Gamble and Weil take an unusually inclusive step,
combining their own extensive experience with numerous case and practice
examples from talented practitioners in international and domestic settings. The
authors open with a discussion of the theories for community work and the values
of social justice and human rights, concerns that have guided the work of activists
from Jane Addams and Martin Luther King Jr. to Cesar Chavez, Wangari Maathai,
and Vandana Shiva. They survey the concepts, knowledge, and perspectives
influencing community practice and evaluation strategies. Descriptions of eight
practice models follow, incorporating real-life case examples from many parts of
the world and demonstrating multiple applications for each model as well as the
primary roles, competencies, and skills used by the practitioner. Complexities and
variations encourage readers to determine, through comparative analysis, which
model at which time best fits the goals of a community group or organization,
given the context, culture, social, economic, and environmental issues and
opportunities for change. An accompanying workbook stressing empowerment
strategies and skills development is also available from Columbia University Press.

A New Buddhist Path
The Feminine Universe is the first complete and concise exposition of the
Traditionalist or Perennialist philosophy. It is also the first book to present that
philosophy in the light of the world's primordial feminine traditions, which predate
patriarchy by milennia. It is also the first book to subject the post-modernist
developments of late 20th century thought to a thorough Perennialist critique. The
breadth of this book's scope is astounding. From ancient patriarchy to the way we
see the universe today; from a critique of the 17th-century enlightenment (which
governs all modern thought) to the philosophy of Art Deco; from an explanation of
how popular Darwinism plays the same role in modern society that creation myths
played in older societies to an examination of how Islam and China are likely to
develop as the Western Empire declines. This is a book full of surprises and yet
each surprise follows logically and inexorably from the same perspective: the
perspective that existed before patriarchy was ever thought of, and will exist when
it is long forgotten.

The Five Ages of the Universe
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Stephen Prickett explores the 'narrative' in ways of thinking about the world over
300 years.

The Stories We Are
The author's memoir of her Arkansas childhood in the 1940s and 1950s.

Big History
From the big bang to the present and into the next millenium, The Universe Story
unites science and the humanities in a dramatic exploration of the unfolding of the
universe, humanity's evolving place in the cosmos, and the boundless possibilities
for our future.

Healing God’s Earth
These proceedings provide a summary of the state-of-the-art in the understanding
of physical processes which control galaxy formation. Many topics are discussed
which present the latest observational results: dust extinction, the role of AGNs in
the formation of massive galaxies, etc. How future instruments such as NGST,
ALMA, FIRST, KMT and SKAI can help to resolve these questions is also addressed.
The book will serve as a useful reference in the field for many years to come.
Contents: Spectral Energy Distributions and Emission Mechanisms of Nearby
GalaxiesDynamics of Nearby GalaxiesStatistical Properties of Distant
GalaxiesCurrent and Future InstrumentationModels and Theory Readership:
Astrophysics.

Cosmic Prayer and Guided Transformation
An extensive examination of the underpinnings of the Shaivite Tradition • Reveals
the influence of Shaivism on the Western world • Discusses Shaivism’s
understanding of sacred sexuality • Presents the connections between Vedic
poetry and metaphysics In Shiva and the Primordial Tradition, Alain Daniélou
explores the relationship between Shaivism and the Western world. Shaivite
philosophy does not oppose theology, cosmology, and science because it
recognizes that their common aim is to seek to understand and explain the nature
of the world. In the Western world, the idea of bridging the divide between science
and religion is just beginning to touch the edges of mainstream thought. This rare
collection of the late author’s writings contains several never-before-published
articles and offers an in-depth look at the many facets of the Samkhya, the
cosmologic doctrines of the Shaivite tradition. Daniélou provides important
revelations on subjects such as the science of dreams, the role of poetry and
sexuality in the sacred, the personality of the great Shankara, and the Shaivite
influence on the Scythians and the Parthians (and by extension, the Hellenic world
in general). Providing a convincing argument in favor of the polytheistic approach,
he explains that monotheism is merely the deification of individualism--the
separation of humanity from nature--and that by acknowledging the sacred in
everything, we can recognize the imprint of the primordial tradition.
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Inherited Land
From time to time we all tend to wonder what sort of “story” our life might
comprise: what it means, where it is going, and whether it hangs together as a
whole. In The Stories We Are, William Lowell Randall explores the links between
literature and life and speculates on the range of storytelling styles through which
people compose their lives. In doing so, he draws on a variety of fields, including
psychology, psychotherapy, theology, philosophy, feminist theory, and literary
theory. Using categories like plot, character, point of view, and style, Randall plays
with the possibility that we each make sense of the events of our lives to the
extent that we weave them into our own unfolding novel, as simultaneously its
author, narrator, main character, and reader. In the process, he offers us a unique
perspective on features of our day-to-day world such as secrecy, self-deception,
gossip, prejudice, intimacy, maturity, and the proverbial “art of living.” First
published in 1995, this second edition of The Stories We Are includes a new
preface and afterword by the author that offer insight into his argument and
evolution as a scholar, as well as an illuminating foreword by Ruthellen Josselson.

Radiative Neutron Capture
The work provides an overview on modern nuclear astrophysics by summarizing
recent achievements in studies of light nuclei and thermonuclear processes at low
and ultralow energies in the Universe. Special focus lies on mathematical methods
and computer programs for calculating nuclear characteristics for thermonuclear
reactions.

The Story of the Universe
This book reviews the interconnection of cosmology and particle physics over the
last decade. It provides introductory courses in supersymmetry, superstring and Mtheory, responding to an increasing interest to evaluate the cosmological
consequences of these theories. Based on a series of extended courses providing
an introduction to the physics of the very early universe, in the light of the most
recent advances in our understanding of the fundamental interactions, it reviews
all the classical issues (inflation, primordial fluctuations, dark matter,
baryogenesis), but also introduces the most recent ideas about what happened at
the Big Bang, and before.

Narrative, Religion and Science
Theologian, academic, and third-generation organic farmer Frederick L.
Kirschenmann is a celebrated agricultural thinker. In the last thirty years he has
tirelessly promoted the principles of sustainability and has become a legend in his
own right. Cultivating an Ecological Conscience: Essays from a Farmer Philosopher
documents Kirschenmann's evolution and his lifelong contributions to the new
agrarianism in a collection of his greatest writings on farming, philosophy, and
sustainability. Working closely with agricultural economist and editor Constance L.
Falk, Kirschenmann recounts his intellectual and spiritual journey. In a unique
blend of personal history, philosophical discourse, spiritual ruminations, and
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practical advice, Kirschenmann interweaves his insights with discussion of
contemporary agrarian topics. This collection serves as an invaluable resource to
agrarian scholars and introduces readers to an agricultural pioneer whose work has
profoundly influenced modern thinking about food.

Theologies of Creation
This book provides an extensive survey of all the physics necessary to understand
the current developments in the field of fundamental cosmology, as well as an
overview of the observational data and methods. It will help students to get into
research by providing definitions and main techniques and ideas discussed today.
The book is divided into three parts. Part 1 summarises the fundamentals in
theoretical physics needed in cosmology (general relativity, field theory, particle
physics). Part 2 describes the standard model of cosmology and includes
cosmological solutions of Einstein equations, the hot big bang model, cosmological
perturbation theory, cosmic microwave background anisotropies, lensing and
evidence for dark matter, and inflation. Part 3 describes extensions of this model
and opens up current research in the field: scalar-tensor theories, supersymmetry,
the cosmological constant problem and acceleration of the universe, topology of
the universe, grand unification and baryogenesis, topological defects and phase
transitions, string inspired cosmology including branes and the latest
developments. The book provides details of all derivations and leads the student
up to the level of research articles.

Religion and Ecology
'Nature' and the 'city' have most often functioned as opposites within Western
culture, a dichotomy that has been reinforced (and sometimes challenged) by
religious images. Bohannon argues here that cities and natural environments,
however, are both connected and continually affected by one another. He shows
how such connections become overt during natural disasters, which disrupt the
narratives people use to make sense of the world,including especially religious
narratives, and make them more visible. This book offers both a theoretical
exploration of the intersection of the city, nature, and religion, as well as a
sociological analysis of the 1997 flood in Grand Forks, ND, USA. This case study
shows how religious factors have influenced how the relationship between nature
and the city is perceived, and in particular have helped to justify the urban control
of nature. The narratives found in Grand Forks also reveal a broader understanding
of the nature of Western cities, highlighting the potent and ethically-rich
intersections between religion, cities and nature.

The Universe Story
Moving beyond identity politics while continuing to respect diverse entities and
concerns, Whitney A. Bauman builds a planetary politics that better responds to
the realities of a pluralistic world. Calling attention to the historical, political, and
ecological influences shaping our understanding of nature, religion, humanity, and
identity, Bauman collapses the boundaries separating male from female, biology
from machine, human from more than human, and religion from science,
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encouraging readers to embrace hybridity and the inherent fluctuations of an
open, evolving global community. As he outlines his planetary ethic, Bauman
concurrently develops an environmental ethic of movement that relies not on place
but on the daily connections we make across the planet. He shows how both
identity politics and environmental ethics fail to realize planetary politics and
action, limited as they are by foundational modes of thought that create entire
worlds out of their own logic. Introducing a postfoundational vision not rooted in
the formal principles of "nature" or "God" and not based in the idea of human
exceptionalism, Bauman draws on cutting-edge insights from queer, poststructural,
and deconstructive theory and makes a major contribution to the study of religion,
science, politics, and ecology.

Primordial Time
Bookmaker's Daughter: a Memory Unbound (p)
The Sacred Universe
Public Religion and the Urban Environment
People are moving to the margins of the Catholic Church. As one dialogue partner
states, "I left the Church to beat the rush." Yet, another remarks, "I just wonder. I
have to ask, who's on the margins? I'm not sure." Let Your Voice Be Heard details
original practical theology research that endeavors to understand the dynamics on
the margins of the Roman Catholic Church in dialogue with fifty dialogue partners
from across the United States. Practical theology, the theology of marginality of
Jung Young Lee, reciprocal ethnography, and the communication theory of Mikhail
Bakhtin join in a cross-disciplinary dialogue. In conversation with dialogue partners,
Joan Hebert Reisinger seeks the reasons why Catholics over the age of twenty-one
who were once active and involved in the Catholic Church find themselves on the
margins of the Church and how they understand their own marginality. The
dialogue partners speak of new ways of being Church emerging on the margins.
This emerging Church is marked by inclusive relationships that include dialogue
that does not seek agreement or consensus, a critical and thoughtful recalling of
memories and narratives of the Catholic faith tradition, and appropriation of these
in new and creative ways.

Nursing Knowledge Development and Clinical Practice
"Religion and ecology" has arrived. What was once a niche interest for a few
academics concerned with environmental issues and a few environmentalists
interested in religion has become an established academic field with classic texts,
graduate programs, regular meetings at academic conferences, and growing
interest from other academics and the mass media. Theologians, ethicists,
sociologists, and other scholars are engaged in a broad dialogue about the ways
religious studies can help understand and address environmental problems,
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including the sorts of methodological, terminological, and substantive debates that
characterize any academic discourse. This book recognizes the field that has taken
shape, reflects on the ways it is changing, and anticipates its development in the
future. The essays offer analyses and reflections from emerging scholars of religion
and ecology, each addressing her or his own specialty in light of two questions: (1)
What have we inherited from the work that has come before us? and (2) What
inquiries, concerns, and conversation partners should be central to the next
generation of scholarship? The aim of this volume is not to lay out a single and
clear path forward for the field. Rather, the authors critically reflect on the field
from within, outline some of the major issues we face in the academy, and offer
perspectives that will nurture continued dialogue.

Building Galaxies
Rural communities and traditional cultures throughout North America and around
the world are being systematically dismantled by the forces of urban civilization. It
is no new phenomenon. For over four millennia, the powers of urban civilization
have been playing God, oppressing people, and exploiting the earth. This long
history has brought us to the brink of disaster in the current economic, ecological,
and energy crises confronting the dominant global culture. This book reads the
Bible through the lenses of rural communities. The Bible has something to say
about the origin and character of urban civilization and the dynamic of its
relationship to rural communities. Both Israel in the Old Testament and Jesus in the
New Testament were engaged in the formation of rural communities of faith living
as alternatives to the dominant cultures of the urban civilizations in which they
lived. It turns out that local, face-to-face communities, both rural and urban, along
with traditional cultures of all stripes, are God's chosen instruments for the
subversive, nonviolent disarming of urban civilization and the healing of God's
earth.

Primordial
Created in Delight challenges the church to take seriously the relationship of
human beings with the earth and their fellow creatures. It challenges communities
of faith to construct youth and young adult ministry through an ecological
hermeneutic. Van Meter includes narratives from his youth work and teaching as
well as ecological theology and an exploration of contemporary ecological
concerns. He challenges youth and young adult ministers to seek their own
formation through practicing hope in resistance to despair as they engage
ecological questions in partnership with young people. The book concludes by
asserting that cultivating curiosity, compassion, resilience, wisdom and other
virtues is essential for the continuing health of young people and faith
communities.

Shiva and the Primordial Tradition
This book presents a realistic and thoroughly spiritual outlook upon the entire
created reality. It lets us envisage that various created entities are participant in a
relationship with God that becomes increasingly one of an intimate personal
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quality; that is, a relationship of love. It thus invites discernment that the universal
reality is valuable in its own right and not only as a good for the use of humanity.
Drawing mainly upon Scripture, ancient writers (especially Maximus the
Confessor), as well as contemporary natural sciences, this book encourages the
reader to perceive human salvation not as a lifting of humanity out of creation, but
as a transformation into God's presence in the midst of the wider created order. It
shows that Christian faith at its best does not exclude the wider creation but
provides us with insight and hope for a harmonious being-in-God that is inclusive of
creation. It shows that Christian faith can be a resource that helps overcome the
ecological crisis.

Traces of the Primordial Structure in the Universe
Whitehead had a place for God in his comprehensive cosmological vision, and his
theism has long attracted interest from some Christian theologians. But
Whitehead's ideas have much wider use. Some Buddhists have found help in
articulating their nontheistic vision and relating it to the current world of thought
and action. In this book religious writers in seven different traditions articulate how
they can benefit from Whitehead's work. So this volume demonstrates that various
features of his thought can contribute to many communities. According to his
followers, Whitehead shows that the deepest convictions and commitments of the
major religious communities can be complementary rather than in conflict.
Readers of this book will see how that plays out in some detail. A Whiteheadian
Hindu can recognize the truth in a Whiteheadian Judaism, and both can appreciate
the insights of Chinese Whiteheadians committed to their classical thinking.
Perhaps a new day in interreligious understanding has come.

The Blue Sapphire of the Mind
"There are no unsacred places," the poet Wendell Berry has written. "There are
only sacred places and desecrated places." What might it mean to behold the
world with such depth and feeling that it is no longer possible to imagine it as
something separate from ourselves, or to live without regard for its well-being? To
understand the work of seeing things as an utterly involving moral and spiritual
act? Such questions have long occupied the center of contemplative spiritual
traditions. In The Blue Sapphire of the Mind, Douglas E. Christie proposes a
distinctively contemplative approach to ecological thought and practice that can
help restore our sense of the earth as a sacred place. Drawing on the insights of
the early Christian monastics as well as the ecological writings of Henry David
Thoreau, Aldo Leopold, Annie Dillard, and many others, Christie argues that, at the
most basic level, it is the quality of our attention to the natural world that must
change if we are to learn how to live in a sustainable relationship with other living
organisms and with one another. He notes that in this uniquely challenging
historical moment, there is a deep and pervasive hunger for a less fragmented and
more integrated way of apprehending and inhabiting the living world--and for a
way of responding to the ecological crisis that expresses our deepest moral and
spiritual values. Christie explores how the wisdom of ancient and modern
contemplative traditions can inspire both an honest reckoning with the destructive
patterns of thought and behavior that have contributed so much to our current
crisis, and a greater sense of care and responsibility for all living beings. These
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traditions can help us cultivate the simple, spacious awareness of the enduring
beauty and wholeness of the natural world that will be necessary if we are to live
with greater purpose and meaning, and with less harm, to our planet.

Progressive Faith and Practice
Cultivating an Ecological Conscience
Engage with a new vision of Buddhism and the modern world with the bestselling
author of Money Sex War Karma: Notes for a Buddhist Revolution. David R. Loy
addresses head-on the most pressing issues of Buddhist philosophy in our time.
What is the meaning of enlightenment--is it an escape from the world, or is it a
form of psychological healing? How can one reconcile modern scientific theory with
ancient religious teachings? What is our role in the universe? Loy shows us that
neither Buddhism nor secular society by itself is sufficient to answer these
questions. Instead, he investigates the unexpected intersections of the two.
Through this exchange, he uncovers a new Buddhist way, one that is faithful to the
important traditions of Buddhism but compatible with modernity. This way, we can
see the world as it is truly is, realize our indivisibility from it, and learn that the
world's problems are our problems. This is a new path for a new world.

Primordial Cosmology
As the twentieth century closed, Fred Adams and Greg Laughlin captured the
attention of the world by identifying the five ages of time. In The Five Ages of the
Universe, Adams and Laughlin demonstrate that we can now understand the
complete life story of the cosmos from beginning to end. Adams and Laughlin have
been hailed as the creators of the definitive long-term projection of the evolution of
the universe. Their achievement is awesome in its scale and profound in its
scientific breadth. But The Five Ages of the Universe is more than a handbook of
the physical processes that guided our past and will shape our future; it is a truly
epic story. Without leaving earth, here is a fantastic voyage to the physics of
eternity. It is the only biography of the universe you will ever need.

The Signs and Symbols of Primordial Man
What if there is no such thing as a real passage of time? What differences would
this idea make for our conception of the world and of our lives in the world? Donald
A. Crosby’s Primordial Time: Its Irreducible Reality, Human Significance, and
Ecological Import defends the objective, underived reality of time and its crucial
existential significance on the basis of the essential role of the qualitative, inner
experiences of the passage of time and with a variety of other scientific and
philosophical arguments concerning time. He also explores the urgent reality of
time in relation to the ecological crisis of our day.

Let Your Voice Be Heard
Grand Winner of the 2014 Nautilus Book Awards Thoughtful observers agree that
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the planetary crisis we now face-climate change; species extinction; the
destruction of entire ecosystems; the urgent need for a more just economicpolitical order-is pushing human civilization to a radical turning point: change or
perish. But precisely how to change remains an open question. In Earth-honoring
Faith, Larry Rasmussen answers that question with a dramatically new way of
thinking about human society, ethics, and the ongoing health of our planet.
Rejecting the modern assumption that morality applies to human society alone,
Rasmussen insists that we must derive a spiritual and ecological ethic that
accounts for the well-being of all creation, as well as the primal elements upon
which it depends: earth, air, fire, water, and sunlight. He argues that good science,
necessary as it is, will not be enough to inspire fundamental change. We must
draw on religious resources as well to make the difficult transition from an
industrial-technological age obsessed with consumption to an ecological age that
restores wise stewardship of all life. Earth-honoring Faith advocates an alliance of
spirituality and ecology, in which the material requirements for planetary life are
reconciled with deep traditions of spirituality across religions, traditions that
include mysticism, sacramentalism, prophetic practices, asceticism, and the
cultivation of wisdom. It is these shared spiritual practices that can produce a
chorus of world faiths to counter the consumerism, utilitarianism, alienation,
oppression, and folly that have pushed us to the brink. Written with passionate
commitment and deep insight, Earth-honoring Faith reminds us that we must live
in the present with the knowledge that the eyes of future generations will look
back at us.
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