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The Virgin Widow
In The Red Tent Anita Diamant brings the fascinating biblical character of Dinah to vivid life. Her name is Dinah. In the Bible
her fate is merely hinted at in a brief and violent detour within the verses of the Book of Genesis that recount the life of
Jacob and his infamous dozen sons. Anita Diamant's The Red Tent is an extraordinary and engrossing tale of ancient
womanhood and family honour. Told in Dinah's voice, it opens with the story of her mothers – the four wives of Jacob – each
of whom embodies unique feminine traits, and concludes with Dinah's own startling and unforgettable story of betrayal,
grief and love. Deeply affecting and intimate, The Red Tent combines outstandingly rich storytelling with an original insight
into women's society in a fascinating period of early history and such is its warmth and candour, it is guaranteed to win the
hearts and minds of women across the world. 'I genuinely fell into this rich and colourful world and Dinah and Leah have
stayed with me as ancestors and sisters brought to life by Anita Diamant's imaginative novel' - Maureen Lipman. Adapted
as a TV mini series starring Rebecca Ferguson and Minnie Driver.

The Legend of Sheba
A sex slave who’s never been touched… National bestselling author Lisa Cach spins an erotic, passionate novel about a
young Roman Empire slave who’s intended to become her king’s concubine—until a rugged barbarian prince takes her
heart…and more. Lovely Nimia is a slave to King Sygarius, who’s grooming her to be his consort as soon as she reaches full
womanhood. And that time is very close. Nimia is forced to attend shocking lessons in the erotic arts; lessons that leave her
body aroused and her mind conflicted. Because while she’s attracted to Sygarius’s power and eroticism, her spirit rebels at
being his slave. Then one of Sygarius’s allies comes to visit. Smart and ambitious, Clovis burns to take over Sygarius’s
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kingdom—and the beautiful Nimia. And though her virginity is meant for Sygarius, Clovis takes it with her enthusiastic
consent. When Sygarius learns that she is no longer a virgin, Nimia flees for her life. But can she find Clovis before the
wrath of Sygarius—and imminent death—finds her first?

The Grass King's Concubine
#1 New York Times Bestseller Oprah's Book Club Selection The “extraordinary . . . monumental masterpiece” (Booklist) that
changed the course of Ken Follett’s already phenomenal career. Look out for the prequel, The Evening and the Morning,
coming from Viking in September 2020. “Follett risks all and comes out a clear winner,” extolled Publishers Weekly on the
release of The Pillars of the Earth. A departure for the bestselling thriller writer, the historical epic stunned readers and
critics alike with its ambitious scope and gripping humanity. Today, it stands as a testament to Follett’s unassailable
command of the written word and to his universal appeal. The Pillars of the Earth tells the story of Philip, prior of
Kingsbridge, a devout and resourceful monk driven to build the greatest Gothic cathedral the world has known . . . of Tom,
the mason who becomes his architect—a man divided in his soul . . . of the beautiful, elusive Lady Aliena, haunted by a
secret shame . . . and of a struggle between good and evil that will turn church against state and brother against brother. A
spellbinding epic tale of ambition, anarchy, and absolute power set against the sprawling medieval canvas of twelfthcentury England, this is Ken Follett’s historical masterpiece.

The King's Pleasure
Her name is legend. Her story, the epic of nations. The Queen of Sheba. A powerful new novel of love, power, and the
questions at the heart of existence by the author of the award-winning “brilliant” (Library Journal) and “masterful”
(Publishers Weekly) Iscariot. There is the story you know: A foreign queen, journeying north with a caravan of riches to pay
tribute to a king favored by the One God. The tale of a queen conquered by a king and god both before returning to her own
land laden with gifts. That is the tale you were meant to believe. Which means most of it is a lie. In the tenth century BC,
the new Queen of Sheba has inherited her father’s throne and all its riches at great personal cost. Her realm stretches west
across the Red Sea into land wealthy in gold, frankincense, and spices. But now new alliances to the North threaten the
trade routes that are the lifeblood of her nation. Solomon, the brash new king of Israel famous for his wealth and wisdom,
will not be denied the tribute of the world—or of Sheba’s queen. With tensions ready to erupt within her own borders and
the future of her nation at stake, the one woman who can match wits with Solomon undertakes the journey of a lifetime in a
daring bid to test and win the king. But neither ruler has anticipated the clash of agendas, gods, and passion that threatens
to ignite—and ruin—them both. An explosive retelling of the legendary king and queen and the nations that shaped history.
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Celestial Women
28th January 1547. It is almost midnight and the cream of English nobility hold their breath as King Henry VIII prepares to
face his God. As the royal physicians wring their hands and Archbishop Cranmer gallops through the frigid night, two
dispossessed princesses pray for their father's soul and a boy, soon to be king, snivels into his velvet sleeve. Time slows,
and dread settles around the royal bed, the candles dip and something stirs in the darkness something, or someone, who
has come to tell the king it is time to pay his dues. The Kiss of the Concubine is the story of Anne Boleyn, second of Henry
VIII's queens.

The Kiss of the Concubine
Sometimes you have to risk everything, to follow your heart Noble Pleasures, Book 1 In a world where gentlemen openly
court and marry fellow noblemen, the threat of scandal still lurks behind every velvet drape for kings and princes. Such has
been the fate for King Arend Tollemach, forced to sacrifice his heart on the altar of regal duty. Now that his wife is dead and
his royal obligations are at an end, he's ready to take an unthinkable risk. King Arend seeks a concubine from Temple
Sapphor, a secretive, gated world where he will finally shed his virginity-as least as it pertains to making love to a man.
Julian never thought he'd spend ten years on the temple shelf, passed over again and again. Just when he despairs of ever
finding placement in a nobleman's bed, Arend walks into the temple. A lonely eyed, beautiful king who could easily steal his
heart. Arend discovers he has no problem opening his bed to the exquisite concubine. The problem lies in finding the key to
his long-shuttered heart. Warning: Contains a beautiful, virgin king desperate to bed another man, a concubine who
fantasizes about being claimed and revered by a strong monarch, and a sea of scandal set against a sensual, palatial
backdrop.

Gods' Concubine
Japan, 1865, the women's palace in the great city of Edo. Bristling with intrigue and erotic rivalries, the palace is home to
three thousand women and only one man - the young shogun. Sachi, a beautiful fifteen-year-old girl, is chosen to be his
concubine. But Japan is changing, and as civil war erupts, Sachi flees for her life. Rescued by a rebel warrior, she finds
unknown feelings stirring within her; but this is a world in which private passions have no place and there is not even a
word for 'love'. Before she dare dream of a life with him, Sachi must uncover the secret of her own origins - a secret that
encompasses a wrong so terrible that it threatens to destroy her .

Empress Dowager Cixi
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Originally published: London: Orbit, 1998.

The Forbidden Queen
Amadi’s masterpiece of African literature captures village life and practices not yet touched by the white man. The novel’s
beautiful, hardworking protagonist, Ihouma, is admired by all in her village. Yet those who express their love for her meet
with mysterious tragedy, leaving her devastated. This enticing odyssey, where exemplary attributes go unrewarded and the
boundaries between myth and reality are muted, outwits readers with unexpected twists that make them want to keep
turning the page.

The Dragon King's Palace
The Last Concubine
A fictional telling of how Queen Esther risked her life to prevent the killing of all the Jews in Persia.

Hush
'Between the sixth and eleventh centuries, many women exercised a profound influence on the politics of Western Europe.
The histories of Frankia, Italy, and England would have been different had it not been for queens such as Brunhild, Judith,
Angelberga, Emma and others. This is a composite biography of the early queens and royal bedfellows and provides a
fascinating picture of their political importance and the many factors that affected their personal lives. Woven with the
political story of these women is the story of courtships, weddings, dowries; the anxieties of confinements, sterility and
infant mortality; the tense relationships with in-laws; and the peaceful, if often involuntary, religious retirement of
widowhood. A fascinating study of a period in world history that requires more illumination. Maps and charts are excellent.
Highly recommended.' Genealogical Library Journal

The Uncrowned Queen (Short story prequel to The King's Concubine)
From award-winning author G. Willow Wilson, The Bird King is an epic journey set during the reign of the last sultan in the
Iberian peninsula at the height of the Spanish Inquisition. G. Willow Wilson’s debut novel Alif the Unseen was an NPR and
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Washington Post Best Book of the Year, and it established her as a vital American Muslim literary voice. Now she delivers
The Bird King, a stunning new novel that tells the story of Fatima, a concubine in the royal court of Granada, the last
emirate of Muslim Spain, and her dearest friend Hassan, the palace mapmaker. Hassan has a secret—he can draw maps of
places he’s never seen and bend the shape of reality. When representatives of the newly formed Spanish monarchy arrive
to negotiate the sultan’s surrender, Fatima befriends one of the women, not realizing that she will see Hassan’s gift as
sorcery and a threat to Christian Spanish rule. With their freedoms at stake, what will Fatima risk to save Hassan and
escape the palace walls? As Fatima and Hassan traverse Spain with the help of a clever jinn to find safety, The Bird King
asks us to consider what love is and the price of freedom at a time when the West and the Muslim world were not yet
separate.

Queens, Concubines, and Dowagers
The country of Tavamara is renowned for its famous Market, its decadent wines, the harsh climate in which it manages to
flourish. It is also well known for the harems kept by the royal family. King Shahjahan's harem is especially infamous, for his
concubines are comprised of an unusual, many say dangerous, assortment This volume also contains three additional
stories. The Jewel of Tavamara Fahima has always been the lesser sister: younger, plainer, too smart and independent.
Then her sister commits the ultimate taboo, putting their lives in danger. In order to save her family, Fahima must take her
place, though she is painfully aware Shahjahan will never see her as more than a paltry substitute Knight to Rook Displaced
by war, Rook makes a home in the Desert where his cousin Cordelia has become Princess. A famous, highly-regarded
strategist back home, in the Desert he is regarded as useless and held in contempt for his inability to fight. Adrift and alone,
he can only watch and wait for a chance to prove he belongs amongst the Sons of the Sands. Everything You Need Though
he left the Desert years ago and is set to become the next Advisor to the King of Tavamara, Ikram spends most of his days
feeling out of place, living a life of civility and calm that is nothing like the Desert he left behind. Eager to get away from the
palace for a time, he braves the famous Market

The Scandalous Duchess
The Concubine
Beginning amid the decadent glamour of China in the 1930s and ending in the 1980s in Hong Kong, this brilliant novel,
which formed the basis for the award-winning movie, is the passionate story of an opera student who falls in love with his
best friend, and the beautiful woman who comes between them.
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The Concubine's Daughter
The dazzling debut from a brilliant new fantasy talent. This highly original, darkly atmospheric fantasy novel immerses
readers in a world where ghosts and other malevolent spirits seek entry into mortal realms—invisible to all but those who
are not entirely human themselves. Drawn into the ancient city of Merafi, yet barred from entering by an ancient pact
sealed in blood, these hungry haunts await their opportunity to break through the magical border and wreak havoc on the
city’s innocent denizens. And as a priestess and prince weave a sorcerous plot to shatter the pact and bring ruin on Merafi,
only a failed assassin-priest who is now a courtesan, a noble lord married into the ruling family of Merafi, an officer of the
city guard, a woman warrior who was the former lover of a now-dead lord, and the ghost of that lord himself stand between
Merafi and the tidal wave of magic that may soon bring ruin flooding down upon the city.

Slave Girl
A Sunday Times Bestseller England’s Forgotten Queens ‘O’Brien cleverly intertwines the personal and political in this
enjoyable, gripping tale.’ -The Times

The David Story: A Translation with Commentary of 1 and 2 Samuel
From ancient Greece they came, remnants of the glorious Trojans. Led by Brutus, Kingman, holder of the bands of gold that
wield the very magic of the Gods, these travelers are bowed but not broken, and they have come to Albion to begin anew. A
vision of beauty called them to create a new Troy, and when they landed on the shores of the land that became Britain,
they found an old magic that was fading. And so they began to construct a new Labyrinth, a place of magic that will bring
unimaginable power to those who can control it. The temptress who brought Brutus to this land seeks to use him for her
own purposes, but in that she fails, for it is the bride of Brutus who dooms the completion of the labyrinth . . . and sends all
the players in this drama---handsome Brutus, his beautiful wife, Cornelia, and the sensuous and deadly Genvissa---into a
hell of death and rebirth, until the Labyrinth is completed and the ancient magic is set free. A thousand years pass.
Cathedrals rise in place of mud and wattle huts, hymns to saints replace odes to Celtic and Greek gods. But the magic from
the dawn of time waits, and the players are not yet done with their destinies. They have new faces and new bodies, but old
souls---and not all who have come back remember their parts in this drama. There are kings and princes, deadly court
intrigues, and ancient powers awoken. And a warrior across the sea who only waits for his opportunity to finish what was
started centuries before . . . At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software
(DRM) applied.
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The Concubine
Once again, Laura Joh Rowland's dazzling combination of history and storytelling draws us into a sumptuous and
treacherous world, in The Dragon King's Palace. On a whim of the shogun's mother, a procession has left the sweltering
heat of Edo, bound for the cooler climate of Mount Fuji. Among her traveling companions are Reiko, the beautiful wife of
Sano Ichiro, the shogun's Most Honorable Investigator of Events, Situations, and People; Reiko's friend Midori, nine months
pregnant; and Lady Yanagisawa, the deranged wife of the shogun's powerful second-in-command. None of them look
forward to the trip. But their troubles have only begun when their procession is stopped suddenly on a deserted road. The
entire retinue is viciously slaughtered and the four women are bound and taken away, imprisoned by a mysterious
kidnapper. Sano now finds himself faced with the most important case of his career. The shogun demands quick action, and
under the threat of death, Sano is forced to work with his bitter enemies---Chamberlain Yanagisawa and Police
Commissioner Hoshina. The women are in imminent danger, and the delivery of a ransom note only complicates
matters---forcing both Sano and Reiko to take desperate measures.

The Alpha's Concubine (Romantic Shifter Fantasy)
This volume completes Keith McMahon’s acclaimed history of imperial wives and royal polygamy in China. Avoiding the
stereotype of the emperor’s plural wives as mere victims or playthings, the book considers empresses and concubines as
full-fledged participants in palace life, whether as mothers, wives, or go-betweens in the emperor’s relations with others in
the palace. Although restrictions on women’s participation in politics increased dramatically after Empress Wu in the Tang,
the author follows the strong and active women, of both high and low rank, who continued to appear. They counseled
emperors, ghostwrote for them, oversaw succession when they died, and dominated them when they were weak. They
influenced the emperor’s relationships with other women and enhanced their aura and that of the royal house with their
acts of artistic and religious patronage. Dynastic history ended in China when the prohibition that women should not rule
was defied for the final time by Dowager Cixi, the last great monarch before China’s transformation into a republic.

The Bird King
A child born in the plague year of 1348, abandoned and raised within the oppressive walls of a convent, Alice Perrers
refused to take the veil, convinced that a greater destiny awaited her. Ambitious and quick witted, she rose above her
obscure beginnings to become the infamous mistress of Edward III. But always, essentially, she was alone Early in Alice’s
life, a chance meeting with royalty changes everything: Kindly Queen Philippa, deeply in love with her husband but gravely
ill, chooses Alice as a lady-in-waiting. Under the queen’s watchful eye, Alice dares to speak her mind. She demands to be
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taken seriously. She even flirts with the dynamic, much older king. But she is torn when her vibrant spirit captures his
interestand leads her to a betrayal she never intended. In Edward’s private chambers, Alice discovers the pleasures and
paradoxes of her position. She is the queen’s confidante and the king’s lover, yet she can rely only on herself. It is a divided
role she was destined to play, and she vows to play it until the bitter end. Even as she is swept up in Edward’s lavish and
magnificent court, amassing wealth and influence for herself, becoming an enemy of his power-hungry son John of Gaunt,
and a sparring partner to resourceful diplomat William de Windsor, she anticipates the day when the political winds will turn
against her. For when her detractors voice their hatred,and accusations of treason swirl around her,threatening to destroy
everything she has achieved, who will stand by Alice then? Includes a readers guide

The Good Earth
Accepting sanctuary from the recently widowed warrior-king of Scotland, shipwrecked Saxon princess Margaret reluctantly
accepts his marriage proposal in exchange for help before befriending female bard Eva, whose past loyalties force a painful
betrayal. Reprint.

Concubine
Taken from her people. Claimed by an alpha. Forced into a new life. In a time before tools of metal and houses of wood,
tooth and claw rule the wild places of the world. The Moon People have been enemies to Netya's kind for as long as the
stars can remember. They are monsters, demons, men and women who take the shapes of beasts. The murderers of her
father. An outsider taken as a prize by the pack, Netya must overcome suspicion, rivalry, and the division of her own heart
as she grows to realise that monsters wear many different faces. Among the Moon People she uncovers the potential of a
life she never knew existed. The chance for a woman to become something more than a prize, or a mother, or a concubine.
But as the alpha and others vie for her heart, the powerful huntress Vaya seeks to purge Netya from her pack. Before Netya
can decide where she belongs, she must endure the trials of love, hatred, and heartbreak. The girl taken as a trophy must
become a woman. 170,700 words in length. Contains explicit sexual content.

The Romance of the Harem
Kari Sperring's first novel was a finalist for the Crawford Award, a Tiptree Award Honor Book, a LOCUS Recommended First
Novel, and the winner of the Sydney J. Bounds Award for Best Newcomer. Now she returns to the same amazing and
atmospheric world with an entirely new story set several hundred years after the earth-shaking events of Living With
Ghosts. When a wealthy young woman, obsessed with a childhood vision of a magical Shining Palace, sets out with her true
Page 8/15

Online Library The Kings Concubine A Novel Of Alice Perrers Anne Obrien
love to search for a legendary land, she discovers the devastated WorldBelow - the realm of the Grass King - and the
terrifying Cadre, who take her prisoner, and demand she either restore the king's concubine or replace her.

Anna and the King of Siam
Uncover a riveting story of palace intrigue set in a sumptuous Asian-inspired fantasy world in the breakout YA novel that
Publisher's Weekly calls "elegant and adrenaline-soaked." In this richly developed fantasy, Lei is a member of the Paper
caste, the lowest and most persecuted class of people in Ikhara. She lives in a remote village with her father, where the
decade-old trauma of watching her mother snatched by royal guards for an unknown fate still haunts her. Now, the guards
are back and this time it's Lei they're after -- the girl with the golden eyes whose rumored beauty has piqued the king's
interest. Over weeks of training in the opulent but oppressive palace, Lei and eight other girls learns the skills and charm
that befit a king's consort. There, she does the unthinkable: she falls in love. Her forbidden romance becomes enmeshed
with an explosive plot that threatens her world's entire way of life. Lei, still the wide-eyed country girl at heart, must decide
how far she's willing to go for justice and revenge.

Esther
A dazzling historical novel set during England's War of the Roses- the story of the courageous Anne Neville, future wife of
Richard III, who comes of age in a time of chaos Anne Neville, daughter of the powerful Earl of Warwick, grows up during the
War of the Roses, a time when kings and queens are made and destroyed in an on-going battle for the ultimate prize: the
throne of England. As a child Anne falls in love with the ambitious, proud Richard of Gloucester, third son of the House of
York. But when her father is branded a traitor, her family must flee to exile in France. As Anne matures into a beautiful,
poised woman, skillfully navigating the treacherous royal court of Margaret of Anjou, she secretly longs for Richard, who has
become a great man under his brother's rule. But as their families scheme for power, Anne must protect her heart from
betrayals on both sides-and from the man she has always loved, and cannot bring herself to trust.

Farewell My Concubine
Acclaimed and beloved historical novelist Norah Lofts brings to life the danger, romance, and intrigue of the Tudor court
that forever altered the course of English history. The king first noticed Anne Boleyn as a heartbroken sixteen-year-old,
sullen and beautiful after a thwarted romance with the son of the Earl of Northumberland. "All eyes and hair," a courtier had
said disparagingly of her, but when King Henry VIII fell for young Anne, nothing could keep him from what he desired.
Against common sense and the urgings of his most trusted advisors, Henry defied all, blindly following his passion for Anne,
Page 9/15

Online Library The Kings Concubine A Novel Of Alice Perrers Anne Obrien
using the power he held over the bodies and souls of all who reside in his realm and beyond. Anne's ascent to the throne
elevates her from lady-in-waiting to the highest position a woman could attain, but her life spirals out of control when Henry
is driven to desperate acts of betrayal and violence. The consequences of Anne's rise to power and eventual demise are felt
well beyond the inner circle of the court. Loyalties, to church, to queen, to country, are tested, and -- in the wake of the
king's volatile passions -- can be an unpredictable matter of life and death. First published in 1963 and adored by readers
for generations, Lofts' lush and moving portrayal of the ambitious and doomed Anne Boleyn will continue to reign as a
classic retelling of this epic chapter of history vividly brought to life.

Inversions
In order to protect his homeland, Prince Kael's father gives him to warlord Taren in Zandria where he is intimately seduced
beyond escape.

The Red Tent
After the death of King Henry V, his young queen and mother of the future monarch, Katherine de Valois, becomes the
center of a political game where her hand in marriage is worth a kingdom.

Queen Hereafter
An epic, heart-wrenching story of a mother and daughter's journey to their destiny. Lotus Feet. He would give his daughter
the dainty feet of a courtesan. This would enhance her beauty and her price, making her future shine like a new coin. He
smiled to himself, pouring fresh tea. And it would stop her from running away When the young concubine of an old farmer
in rural China gives birth to a daughter called Li-Xia, or "Beautiful One," the child seems destined to become a concubine
herself. Li refuses to submit to her fate, outwitting her father's orders to bind her feet and escaping the silk farm with an
English sea captain. Li takes her first steps toward fulfilling her mother's dreams of becoming a scholar—but her final
triumph must be left to her daughter, Su Sing, "Little Star," in a journey that will take her from remote mountain refuges to
the perils of Hong Kong on the eve of World War II.

Living With Ghosts
Based on the incredible true story of one woman’s journey to the exotic world of nineteenth-century Siam, the riveting
novel that inspired The King and I. In 1862, recently widowed and with two small children to support, British schoolteacher
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Anna Leonowens agrees to serve as governess to the children of King Mongkut of Siam (present-day Thailand), unaware
that her years in the royal palace will change not only her own life, but also the future of a nation. Her relationship with King
Mongkut, famously portrayed by Yul Brynner in the classic film The King and I, is complicated from the start, pitting two
headstrong personalities against each other: While the king favors tradition, Anna embraces change. As governess, Anna
often finds herself at cross-purposes, marveling at the foreign customs, fascinating people, and striking landscape of the
kingdom and its harems, while simultaneously trying to influence her pupils—especially young Prince Chulalongkorn—with
her Western ideals and values. Years later, as king, this very influence leads Chulalongkorn to abolish slavery in Siam and
introduce democratic reform based on the ideas of freedom and human dignity he first learned from his beloved tutor. This
captivating novel brilliantly combines in-depth research—author Margaret Landon drew from Siamese court records and
Anna’s own writings—with richly imagined details to create a lush portrait of 1860s Siam. As a Rodgers & Hammerstein
Broadway musical and an Academy Award–winning film, the story of Anna and the King of Siam has enchanted millions over
the years. It is a gripping tale of cultural differences and shared humanity that invites readers into a vivid and sensory world
populated by unforgettable characters.

The King's Concubine
Depicts the Chinese countryside life in the early years of the twentieth century.

The Pillars of the Earth
Seven book series with added bonus material! In a bold political move, Sir Branford claims a handmaid as his bride instead
of the expected princess in an attempt to spark a war. Poor Alexandra knows little of how to behave as the wife of a future
king and knows nothing of the man who is suddenly her husband. Alexandra knows she is being used as a pawn and must
do her best to avoid scheming noblewomen and the scorned princess, accept her position as her husband ascends to the
throne, and overcome her fears of the man with whom she now shares a bed. Sir Branford is determined to have it all - the
kingdom, a wife of his choosing, and the revenge he seeks for the death of his father. He doesn't expect the naive
handmaid to become more important than he ever could have foreseen.

Girls of Paper and Fire
A Sunday Times Bestseller ‘O’Brien cleverly intertwines the personal and political in this enjoyable, gripping tale.’ -The
Times Her path to the throne is paved with treason 1330.
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The King's Harem
A New York Times Notable Book Empress Dowager Cixi (1835–1908) is the most important woman in Chinese history. She
ruled China for decades and brought a medieval empire into the modern age. At the age of sixteen, in a nationwide
selection for royal consorts, Cixi was chosen as one of the emperor’s numerous concubines. When he died in 1861, their
five-year-old son succeeded to the throne. Cixi at once launched a palace coup against the regents appointed by her
husband and made herself the real ruler of China—behind the throne, literally, with a silk screen separating her from her
officials who were all male. In this groundbreaking biography, Jung Chang vividly describes how Cixi fought against
monumental obstacles to change China. Under her the ancient country attained virtually all the attributes of a modern
state: industries, railways, electricity, the telegraph and an army and navy with up-to-date weaponry. It was she who
abolished gruesome punishments like “death by a thousand cuts” and put an end to foot-binding. She inaugurated women’s
liberation and embarked on the path to introduce parliamentary elections to China. Chang comprehensively overturns the
conventional view of Cixi as a diehard conservative and cruel despot. Cixi reigned during extraordinary times and had to
deal with a host of major national crises: the Taiping and Boxer rebellions, wars with France and Japan—and an invasion by
eight allied powers including Britain, Germany, Russia and the United States. Jung Chang not only records the Empress
Dowager’s conduct of domestic and foreign affairs, but also takes the reader into the depths of her splendid Summer Palace
and the harem of Beijing’s Forbidden City, where she lived surrounded by eunuchs—one of whom she fell in love, with tragic
consequences. The world Chang describes here, in fascinating detail, seems almost unbelievable in its extraordinary
mixture of the very old and the very new. Based on newly available, mostly Chinese, historical documents such as court
records, official and private correspondence, diaries and eyewitness accounts, this biography will revolutionize historical
thinking about a crucial period in China’s—and the world’s—history. Packed with drama, fast paced and gripping, it is both a
panoramic depiction of the birth of modern China and an intimate portrait of a woman: as the concubine to a monarch, as
the absolute ruler of a third of the world’s population, and as a unique stateswoman.

A King Undone
Mirella often wonders what her life would've been like had she been born a princess, rather than the property of one. When
a dark warlord from the north conquers her princess' kingdom, however, he has plans for the dainty young future-queen. It
makes the question all the more poignant, because now, more is at stake than just her rough treatment, but love and lust
as well. As an indentured servant and handmaiden to the princess for much of her life, the middle-aged Mirella sees the
conquest of the land as an opportunity to elevate herself. Though as she earns the trust of their conquerors, she finds her
own nature challenged as well. A life of callous disregard has made her hard, but as she battles the princess' will for the
first time and finds new allies and friends, does she have what it takes to win the love and favour of the brutal warlord? Will
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love and friendship be her downfall? Or will her station in life yet again be her undoing? Caution: The Warlord's Concubine is
a dark fantasy novel that contains explicit scenes, and a twisted romance between a handmaiden and a God. Excerpt:
Inside, the handmaiden found herself gazing upon something truly astounding. It wasn't the decadence and wealth of the
palace, but it was something remarkable nonetheless. All about were strewn rich silk cushions, piled high in great mounds,
upon which lounged other women in various states of undress or duress. Few had the appearance of the two guard women,
but they stood watch. Most appeared to be other captives recently taken for the God-King following this conquest, and
looked as confused and lost as did the haughty princess. A great table filled the center of the tent, and upon it was heaped
food. A mix of the rich pantry of the palace with the flavours of the harsh tundra, making for the oddest banquet Mirella had
ever seen. But at the heart of it stood a statue, carved from obsidian stone. It was unmistakable though the craftsmanship
was not as refined as that of the courtly artists who decorated the millennia old palace. The presence of the mighty man,
albeit nude and holding a great scimitar that was lodged into the spine of some defeated foe, inspired all the other women,
even the guards, to fear. Mirella could tell they-unlike her-knew much greater terror of the God-King, even in his lifeless
representation. It was curious to her why the man of such taste would be so destructive, but it didn't matter. She barely
glanced to the other women. The evening prior she might have been a handmaiden, but now she was on equal footing with
all of them, and it filled her with a strange sense of righteousness. Her eyes worked over the statue as she left the princess
to recover on top of some pillows, her gaze one of wonderment and a lingering, heated desire. His power radiated from the
stone and she briefly wondered at what the more skilled artisans could do for him. She couldn't recall at how long she
might've been staring at that statue when she was disturbed, her gaze lost on that harsh stone depiction, entranced by the
generous proportions of his muscles and loins. It was, as far as she could tell, true to form, but lacking in the expert
subtleties a court artisan would bring to it. "Most don't even dare to look at it," came that otherworldly voice, so richly
masculine, irradiating such strength and command in a manner she'd never heard before. In the torchlight of the tent she
could make him out all the clearer. His charcoal skin was smooth and flawless. His face so chiselled and handsome. Hair
long and perfectly shiny. Her first guess only seemed all the more right; a god. Though the dark clothes he wore, looking a
blend of velvet and leather, mixed with his piercing dark gaze and skin, it didn't take much guessing to place as what kind
of deity he might be.

Unexpected Circumstances
Sheikh Khalifa is bored by the potential wives paraded in front of him. So when he catches sweet, innocent Beth Torrance
trespassing on his private beach, he is more than ready to be distracted…. Beth comes to the island a naïve virgin, but
leaves an awakened woman—and unknowingly pregnant with the sheikh's baby! When the desert king vows to claim his
child—and take its mother as his permanent mistress—Beth is powerless to refuse a royal decree!
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The Warlord's Concubine
"A masterpiece of contemporary Bible translation and commentary."—Los Angeles Times Book Review, Best Books of 1999
Acclaimed for its masterful new translation and insightful commentary, The David Story is a fresh, vivid rendition of one of
the great works in Western literature. Robert Alter's brilliant translation gives us David, the beautiful, musical hero who
slays Goliath and, through his struggles with Saul, advances to the kingship of Israel. But this David is also fully human: an
ambitious, calculating man who navigates his life's course with a flawed moral vision. The consequences for him, his family,
and his nation are tragic and bloody. Historical personage and full-blooded imagining, David is the creation of a literary
artist comparable to the Shakespeare of the history plays.

Desert King, Pregnant Mistress
Melkorka is a princess, the first daughter of a magnificent kingdom in mediæval Ireland -- but all of this is lost the day she is
kidnapped and taken aboard a marauding slave ship. Thrown into a world that she has never known, alongside people that
her former country's laws regarded as less than human, Melkorka is forced to learn quickly how to survive. Taking a vow of
silence, however, she finds herself an object of fascination to her captors and masters, and soon realizes that any power, no
matter how little, can make a difference. Based on an ancient Icelandic saga, award-winning author Donna Jo Napoli has
crafted a heartbreaking story of a young girl who must learn to forget all that she knows and carve out a place for herself in
a new world -- all without speaking a word.
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