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Formational Children's Ministry (ēmersion: Emergent Village
resources for communities of faith)
How would you explain your life to a stranger? When strangers meet today, they
often ask not, "What do you do?" but, "What is your story?" Everybody on the
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planet believes some larger story in order to make sense of the smaller story of his
or her life. We want our lives to fit within a larger plot—a plot full of history,
forward movement, and future. So, the better question to ask is, "What sort of
story are you in?" Most people believe false stories that leave them disillusioned,
enslaved, and hopeless. Secular stories of chasing success and religious stories of
doing good works leave us feeling exhausted and empty. Only Christianity offers a
story that's big enough to make sense of both the beauty and brokenness in our
lives and in our world.

Don't Make Me Count to Three
"A shepherding the heart resource"---Cover.

The Hot Young Widows Club
More than just a wonderful story, this book equips laypeople with the insights to
relate to and support their pastor while providing pastors with a solid
understanding for how to address the various expectations of church members.
(Ministry & Pastoral Resources)

Grace-Filled Parenting (Pack of 25)
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The newly reformatted Young Peacemaker Set The Young Peacemaker Set includes
a 200 page Teacher Manual designed in a workbook format, and the appendices
can be photocopied for child or student use. Divided into three sections:
Understanding, Responding and Preventing Conflict, each lesson has a goal,
objectives, principle, and needs clearly outlined at the beginning, and is followed
by teacher's notes on setting the stage and questions to ask. Reproducible student
activity sheets for all twelve lessons are included on an enclosed CD for ease of
duplication. Help illustrate the conflicts and talk about possible solutions--good and
bad--and what's wrong with the "bad" solutions. A lesson summary reaffirms the
lesson's main points. Recommended for grades 3-7, but can be adapted for
younger or older students.

When Sinners Say "I Do"
Much ministry to children looks more like mere entertainment than authentic
spiritual formation. But what if children's ministries were rooted in a mind set
whereby we taught children, with our words and actions, how the story of God, the
story of church history, the story of the local community, and the story of the child
intersect and speak to one another? What if children's ministry was less about
downloading information into kids' heads and more about leading them into these
powerful, compelling stories? Beckwith aims to help ministers and parents create a
ministry that captures children's imaginations not just to keep them occupied, but
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to live as citizens of the kingdom of God. In addition to providing theological
reasons for formational children's ministry, the book offers examples of how Ivy
and other practitioners are implementing a formational model.

Date Your Wife
A searing novel of social realism, Upton Sinclair's The Jungle follows the fortunes of
Jurgis Rudkus, an immigrant who finds in the stockyards of turn-of-the-century
Chicago a ruthless system that degrades and impoverishes him, and an industry
whose filthy practices contaminate the meat it processes. From the stench of the
killing-beds to the horrors of the fertilizer-works, the appalling conditions in which
Jurgis works are described in intense detail by an author bent on social reform. So
powerful was the book's message that it caught the eye of President Theodore
Roosevelt and led to changes to the food hygiene laws. In his Introduction to this
new edition, Russ Castronovo highlights the aesthetic concerns that were central
to Sinclair's aspirations, examining the relationship between history and historical
fiction, and between the documentary impulse and literary narrative. As he
examines the book's disputed status as novel (it is propaganda or literature?), he
reveals why Sinclair's message-driven fiction has relevance to literary and
historical matters today, now more than a hundred years after the novel first
appeared in print.
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Shepherding a Child's Heart
81/2 / 11, 6 page chart designed to help parents identify heart issues from
behavior.

Age of Opportunity
In Parenting by God's Promises, Dr. Joel R. Beeke explores what nurture and
admonition look like and offers gems of practical wisdom for parents on topics such
as family worship, teaching children, modeling faithful Christian living, and
exercising discipline.

Come, Let Us Adore Him
More than ever, Christians need to know what the Bible actually teaches about
parenting, and put it into practice. In Successful Christian Parenting, pastor/teacher
John MacArthur presents time-proven principles of biblical parenting clearly and
carefully to help parents make sense of their duties before God and to bring up
their children in the ways of the Lord.

Seize Today
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The best of the church are none too good for this work. Do not think because you
have other service to do that therefore you should take no interest in this form of
holy work, but kindly, according to your opportunities, stand ready to help the little
ones, and to cheer those whose chief calling is to attend to them. To us all this
message comes: "Feed My lambs!" To the minister, and to all who have any
knowledge of the things of God, the commission is given. See to it that you look
after the children that are in Christ Jesus. This book is a powerful tool to help you
work with children in your home, church, children's ministry or Sunday school.

Shepherding a Child's Heart
Through the simple words of Psalm 23, David revealed a glorious and comforting
knowledge of his covenantal Lord, pictured vividly as his gracious Shepherd and
Host. We easily recite this psalm, but it describes an experience nothing less than
a spiritual Holy of Holies. Yet God calls sinners to enter here by faith and walk with
Him through all of life. Joel Beeke's exposition of the psalm illuminates the riches of
the Reformed experiential doctrines of salvation and sanctification. The book aims,
by God's grace, to help readers to grow in their understanding of God's love for His
elect people, their submissive embrace of His purposes, and their glad
contentment through life's distressing journey until they dwell in the house of the
Lord forever.'
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Expository Parenting
Offers parents practical advice on how they can use Scripture-based parenting
methods, with an overview of various methods and tips for implementing those
methods into their daily routine.

The Young Peacemaker
"A beautifully illustrated, simple, yet complete guide to help parents teach their
children the gospel of Jesus Christ."--Cover.

Welcoming Children
When it comes to technology most parents need help. They feel overwhelmed,
under equipped, and mostly lost. Parent Chat is here to give hope. The good news
is that what parents already know will beat any new technology that comes out.

Mama's Got a Fake I.D.
At its best, marriage brings joys and blessings rarely seen in this life. At its worst,
marriage generates pain and conflict, often because husbands and wives do not
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fully understand their roles and responsibilities. Wouldn't it be great if husbands
and wives had access to clear, simple instructions on how to have a wonderful
marriage? Such instructions exist! As the author of marriage, God placed the
recipe in His Word that shows husbands and wives how to experience the marital
blessings available to every couple. Whether you are preparing for your wedding,
newlyweds, or marriage veterans, you will learn those instructions in Marriage
God's Way. Pastor Scott offers a clear guide on the Bible's view of marriage. He
explains: Scripture's commands for husbands and wives Godly love and how to
show it Submission and headship Biblical intimacy How to build your marriage on
an indestructible foundation Scott LaPierre combines clear teaching from Scripture
with practical application for daily married life to encourage, challenge, and equip
you to experience a healthy, joyful, Christ-centered relationship.

Awe
Humans are hardwired for awe. Our hearts are always captured by
something—that’s how God made us. But sin threatens to distract us from the
glory of our Creator. All too often, we stand in awe of everything but God.
Uncovering the lies we believe about all the earthly things that promise us peace,
life, and contentment, Paul Tripp redirects our gaze to God’s awe-inducing
glory—showing how such a vision has the potential to impact our every thought,
word, and deed.
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The Big Story
Winner of the ECPA Book of the Year Award for Christian Living What is your calling
as a parent? In the midst of folding laundry, coordinating carpool schedules, and
breaking up fights, many parents get lost. Feeling pressure to do everything “right”
and raise up “good” children, it’s easy to lose sight of our ultimate purpose as
parents in the quest for practical tips and guaranteed formulas. In this life-giving
book, Paul Tripp offers parents much more than a to-do list. Instead, he presents
us with a big-picture view of God’s plan for us as parents. Outlining fourteen
foundational principles centered on the gospel, he shows that we need more than
the latest parenting strategy or list of techniques. Rather, we need the rescuing
grace of God—grace that has the power to shape how we view everything we do as
parents. Freed from the burden of trying to manufacture life-change in our
children’s hearts, we can embrace a grand perspective of parenting overflowing
with vision, purpose, and joy.

Successful Christian Parenting
Sometimes, life isn't going the way we want it to because we're simply not asking
the right questions. Our focus is on our circumstances or our problems. We're
asking why me? when we should be asking what next? With his signature
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infectious positive energy, John Mason offers readers looking for direction this
simple yet powerful message of encouragement and hope--you can seize today
and uncover a brighter tomorrow. For anyone who feels stuck, who yearns for a
change but isn't sure just how to pursue it, Mason shows that the most powerful
tool we have is asking ourselves the right questions to get the right answers. These
bite-sized readings are perfect for busy professionals, overworked moms,
entrepreneurs, and anyone looking for an uplifting boost.

Wise Words for Moms
This year, don't let Christmas sneak up on you again. The wonder and awe of the
Christmas season can easily get overshadowed by lights, tinsel, bows, and
paper—not to mention last-minute trips to the mall and visits to the in-laws. In all
the hustle and bustle, we often lose sight of what’s most important. This book of
daily readings for the month of December by best-selling author Paul David Tripp
will help you slow down, prepare your heart, and focus on what matters most:
adoring our Savior, Jesus.

Grace-Based Parenting
No one begins life as a mom. Before you have children, you are an amazing
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combination of friend, daughter, confidant, visionary, encourager, and thinker. You
start out in life using your gifts and abilities in a surprising variety of settings. Then
you have children and the role of mom–as wonderful as it is–seems to consume
you. It’s easy to lose your identity when others see you as a mom and little else.
What happened to the artist, the team-builder, the organizer, the entrepreneur, the
leader–the person you’ve lost touch with? In Mama’s Got a Fake I.D., Caryn
Dahlstrand Rivedeneira helps moms like you reclaim the person God made you to
be. God still wants to use you in ways that let your gifts, passions, and personality
shine. This inspiring and practical guide will show you how to break free from false
guilt, learn a new language to express your true identity, and follow God’s lead in
sharing who you really are. God wants you to discover who he made you to be–in
your family and beyond. It’s time to reveal the woman who got hidden behind all
that mom.

Instructing a Child's Heart
The author of Family Driven Faith equips men to model and transfer God's truth
within their homes, covering topics that span from marriage and parenting to
media habits and overcoming difficult family dynamics.

Why Cities Matter
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Shepherding a Child's Heart is about how to speak to the heart of your child. The
things your child does and says flows from the heart. Luke 6:45 puts it this way, "
out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks." (NIV) Written for parents with
children of any age, this insightful book provides perspectives and procedures for
shepherding your child's heart into the paths of life. Book jacket.

Parenting by God's Promises
Marriage is the union of two people who arrive at the altar toting some surprisingly
large luggage. Often it gets opened right there on the honeymoon, sometimes it
waits for the week after. The Bible calls it sin and understanding its influence can
make all the difference for a man and woman who are building a life together.
When Sinners Say "I Do" is about encountering the life-transforming power of the
gospel in the unpredictable journey of marriage. --from publisher description.

Get Wisdom!
Family Shepherds
Question: What do our kids need? Answer: They need wisdom. "Wisdom is
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supreme; therefore get wisdom." Proverbs 4:7 Designed for parents or teachers to
use with children from K-5-through Grade 4, twenty-three lessons illustrate
qualities of wisdom and godliness. Each lesson is presented in a simple format with
illustrations to capture the attention of the child, and supplemented at the back of
the book with suggestions for teaching the lesson. Every child of God - both adults
and children - should work hard to show these traits more and more, because we
love Jesus and want to be like him. That's easier said than done, isn't it? We
struggle with sin every day, and we will fail. The lessons remind us that when we
do, we will find forgiveness and the grace to continue to get wisdom at the foot of
the Cross.

Big Truths for Young Hearts
Parents in our post-modern world tend to be committed to but anxious about their
child-rearing responsibilities. They've tried the countless parenting books on the
market, but many of these are strident, fear-based books that loving parents
instinctively reject, while still searching for direction. Now Dr. Tim Kimmel, founder
of Family Matters ministries, offers a refreshing new look at parenting. Rejecting
rigid rules and checklists that don't work, Dr. Kimmel recommends a parenting
style that mirrors God's love, reflects His forgiveness, and displaces fear as a
motivator for behavior. As we embrace the grace God offers, we begin to give itcreating a solid foundation for growing morally strong and spiritually motivated
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children. Releasing in an affordable trade paper edition, this revolutionary book
presents a whole new way to nurture a healthy family.

My Heart Cries Out
This book develops a theology of childhood both from a theoretical basis in biblical
theology (especially the gospel of Mark) and practical experience in children and
youth ministry. Mercer builds on classical theologians such as Augustine, Calvin,
Barth, and Rahner as well as modern feminist theologians such as Brock and
Russell. She gains insights from pastoral theologians such as Capps and Couture
and from contemporary cultural criticism. Mercer challenges approaches to
educational and liturgical practices with children in congregations that segregate
children from the rest of the church and its key practices of service, mission,
worship, care, and learning. She reframes ministries with children as processes
through which the church as a "community of practice" forms children into an
alternative identity that resists surrounding consumerist culture and walks in the
ways of Jesus. This book offers strategies for educational practices with children in
congregations as it seeks to address the question, "What might educational
practices that welcome children and contribute to their flourishing look like in the
context of a faith community where children's learning happens in collaboration
with experienced practitioners of faith?" Outlining a feminist practical theology of
childhood, it explores five basic theological claims: (1) children as gifts and
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parenting as a religious practice of stewardship; (2) welcoming those who welcome
and care for children; (3) children as already fully human; (4) children as part of
the purposes of God; and (5) acknowledging and transforming the sufferings of
children.

How Should Men Lead Their Families?
There is much to be said for men and women who courageously evangelize on
college campuses, in prisons, and near shopping centers. After all, the Bible
indicates that disciples are primarily made by going out to meet lost people where
they are. But make no mistake about it: if you're a parent, The Great Commission
has come to you-in a bassinet, a booster seat, or a bunk-bed. While other
parenting philosophies rely on "what seems to work" (i.e. pragmatism), "what
we've always done" (i.e. traditionalism), or "what's right for us" (i.e. relativism), a
better perspective is founded upon a biblical approach: teaching the full counsel of
God and allowing Scripture to do its work in a child's heart. How do we accomplish
this? We must examine the Bible's instructions for pastors, and then apply those
principles in the home. In other words, just as the preacher must be committed to
expository preaching, so too must the parent be committed to expository
parenting.
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Parenting
Equips parents to guide their young children through all major doctrines in an
understandable, chapter-a-day format. Sure, it's easy to teach your children the
essentials of Christian theology when you're a theology professor. But what about
the rest of us? With Big Truths for Young Hearts, Bruce Ware, (you guessed it!) a
theology professor, encourages and enables parents of children 6-14 years of age
to teach through the whole of systematic theology at a level their children can
understand. Parents can teach their children the great truths of the faith and shape
their worldviews early, based on these truths. The book covers ten topics of
systematic theology, devoting several brief chapters to each subject, making it
possible for parents to read one chapter per day with their children. With this nonintimidating format, parents will be emboldened to be their children's primary faith
trainers-and perhaps learn a few things themselves along the way.

Shepherding a Child's Heart
An Intensely Practical Guide for Husbands Looking to Strengthen, Save, or Spice up
Their Marriage Most men don’t know how to date their wives. They did it before,
but they’ve forgotten how, or they’re trying but it just doesn’t seem to be working.
Justin Buzzard helps men re-learn this all-important skill from a position of security
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in the gospel of grace. As a father of three boys and husband to a very happy wife,
Justin offers guys a helping hand, good news, and wise counsel, along with: 100
practical ideas for how to date your wife Action steps at the end of each chapter
Personal stories and real-life examples All types of marriages—good ones,
mediocre ones, and bad ones—will experience a jumpstart as a result of hearing,
believing, and living the message of Date Your Wife.

Child Training Tips
Parents who claim the gospel as their own have an enormous effect on their
marriage, their integrity, and their love for their children. Keeping the gospel at the
forefront of every aspect of marriage helps parents fear God, sensitizes them to
sin, motivates them to enter their children's world, and causes them to preach the
beauty of the gospel to their children through their marriage. Book jacket.

Gospel-Powered Parenting
"A shepherding the heart resource"--Cover.

Hints for Parents
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Outlines the book Shepherding a Child's Heart by Tedd Tripp in Question and
answer form. The questions are designed to insure that all the central material in
the original book is covered. The answers are quotes from the original book.

The Gospel for Children
Teenage hassles that disrupt parents? lives? Or prime opportunities to connect
with, listen to, and nurture our kids? Paul Tripp uncovers the heart issues affecting
parents and their teenagers during the often chaotic adolescent years. With wit,
wisdom, humility, and compassion, he shows parents how to seize the countless
opportunities to deepen communication, learn, and grow with their teenagers.

The Lord Shepherding His Sheep
This ebook edition contains artwork adapted from the print edition to fit the digital
format. "My hope is that this volume will help you to see the Savior more clearly, to
understand his grace more deeply, to confess your struggle more honestly, to
worship him more fully, and to find in these meditations the motivation to continue
to follow the Savior even when he’s leading you into unexpected and hard places.”
—Paul David Tripp Best-selling author Paul David Tripp invites you into his personal
reflections on his experience of God’s ever-present grace through the ups and
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downs of his life. He shares his celebrations, disappointments, cries for help,
confessions, and confusions in the form of 120 meditations that were written over
many years through various joys and struggles. Vulnerable yet pastoral and wise,
these meditations in the form of verse showcase how God’s amazing grace
intersects with the mundane, unexpected, messy, and beautiful moments of
everyday life.

Marriage God's Way
We live in a unique moment in history. Right now, more people live in urban
centers than ever before. This means that we have an unprecedented opportunity
to influence the majority of the world through the church in the city. Helping us to
make the most of this moment, urban pastors Justin Buzzard and Stephen Um lay
out a compelling vision for cultural engagement and church planting in our world’s
cities. If you’re looking for motivation to maintain a commitment to the city or for
guidance as you consider going all in, this book provides a comprehensive analysis
of urban life that informs, instructs, inspires, and answers questions including: Why
cities are so important What the Bible says about cities How to overcome common
issues and develop a plan for living missionally in the city Instead of retreating
from or taking from our cities, here is a call to make the cities our home, to take
good care of them, and to participate in God’s kingdom-building work in the urban
centers of our world.
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The Jungle
Presents symptom lists to help parents easily diagnose their children's behavioral
issues and decide on biblical solutions, addressing such topics as cultivating a
good work-ethic, stopping whining and sass, and disciplining with love.

Parent Chat
From the host of the popular podcast, Terrible, Thanks for Asking, comes a wise,
humorous roadmap and caring resource for anyone going through the loss of a
loved one—or even a difficult life moment. In the span of a few weeks, thirtysomething Nora McInerny had a miscarriage, lost her father to cancer, and lost her
husband due to a brain tumor. Her life fell apart. What Nora discovered during this
dark time is that, when you’re in these hard moments, it can feel impossible to feel
like even a shadow of the person you once were. People will give you all sorts of
advice of how to hold onto your sanity and sense of self. But how exactly? How do
you find that person again? Welcome to The Hot Young Widows Club, Nora’s
response to the toughest questions about life’s biggest struggles. The Hot Young
Widows Club isn’t just for people who have lost a spouse, but an essential tool for
anyone who has gone through a major life struggle. Based on her own experiences
and those of the listeners dedicated to her podcast, Terrible, Thanks for Asking,
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Nora offers wise, heartfelt, and often humorous advice to anyone navigating a
painful period in their lives. Full of practical guidance, Nora also reminds us that it’s
still okay to laugh, despite your deep grief. She explores how readers can educate
the people around them on what to do, what to say, and how to best to lend their
support. Ultimately, this book is a space for people to recognize that they aren’t
alone, and to learn how to get through life’s hardest moments with grace and
humor, and even hope.

The Perfect Pastor?
A guidebook to parenting using commentary on verses from scripture.

Christian Training of Children - A Book for Parents and
Teachers
GRACE-FILLED PARENTING There is nothing more important to consistent, faithful,
patient, loving, and effective parenting than to understand what God has given you
in the grace of his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Understanding God's grace will
change you, and as it changes you, it will change the way you relate to and parent
your children. God doesn't call people to be parents because they are able. If you
read your Bible carefully, you will understand that God doesn't call able people to
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do important things. Abraham wasn't able. Moses wasn't able. David wasn't able.
The disciples weren't able, and the story goes on. The reason for this is that there
are no able people out there. They just don't exist. And they surely don't exist as
parents. God did not create human beings to be independently able; he designed
us to be dependent. It's not a sign of personal weakness or failure of character to
feel unable as a parent. None of us has the natural storehouse of wisdom, strength,
patience, mercy, and perseverance that every parent needs in order to do his or
her job well. Since independent ability, like independent right-eousness, is a
delusion, why would a God of perfect wisdom ask inadequate people to do such an
important job? The answer is so crucial to grasp. God calls unable people to do
important things because ultimately what he's working on is not your immediate
success, but that you would come to know him, to love him, to rest in his grace,
and to live for his glory. God calls unable people to do the impossible so that in
your search for help, you would find more than help--you would find him. God
never sends you into anything without going with you. He never tells you to do
something without giving you what you need to do it. This is the story of the whole
Bible. This is why God sent his Son to earth. But what does this have to do with
parenting? Everything! It means that if you are God's child--if you have placed your
trust in his Son, Jesus Christ, as your Savior from your inherent sin--it is impossible
for you to be left to your own limited package of resources. God is in you and with
you! In the morning, when you dread getting out of bed and facing another hard
parenting day, God is with you. He is with you when your children are in your face
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and disrespectful. He is with you when you fall into bed with a combination of
exhaustion and regret. He gifts you with his presence. And he will not turn his back
on you until what he has called you to do as a parent is complete. What do you
have as a Christian parent? You have the best thing ever and with it you have
hope. You have God in every moment of the day. But, will you remember that you
do? God's grace works to open your eyes to see yourself as a parent accurately. If
you fall into thinking that you (as the parent) keep God's law perfectly, then you
expect the people around you to do the same. This self-righteousness will have a
negative effect on your relationship with your children and the way you handle
their weakness and failures. So here's what God does in all of our lives. He uses
things like our marriages and our parenting to expose thoughts, attitudes, and
desires in our hearts that we previously denied were there. God uses irritation,
impatience, anger, and lack of gentleness and joy to show how much we need his
forgiving and transforming grace. God's plan is to make his invisible grace visible
to children by sending parents of grace to give grace to children who need it. And
parents who know they need grace tend to want to give grace to children who are
just like them. God's grace grows and changes you as a parent. Remember the
gospel; although the power of sin has been broken in the beautiful justifying
mercies of Jesus Christ, the presence of sin still remains with us. So God's present
zeal is to progressively deliver us from the remaining hold that sin has on us. Think
about how beautiful this is. In every moment you are parenting your children, the
heavenly Father is parenting you. As you are lovingly confronting your children
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with the hope that they would confess their need and commit to change, the
heavenly Father is confronting you. God hasn't just sent you to do his work in the
lives of your children; he will use the lives of your children to advance his work in
you. God's grace liberates you from the prison of regret. One of the most beautiful
things about God's grace is that it welcomes you to fresh starts and new
beginnings. Way too many parents are paralyzed by the "what ifs" and "if onlys."
Yes, you will make mistakes. Yes, you will learn and grow as a parent. Yes, you will
look back and be embarrassed by things you said and things you did. If you're at
all humble as a parent, you will look back with some regret. But it's important to
understand that although regret is a sign of a humble heart, it is also dangerous
and debilitating to live in regret. Living in regret robs you of your confidence. It
weakens or steals your hope. And for all of its remembering, regret can be
tragically forgetful. It tends to forget the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. On the
cross, Jesus bore the entire burden of our guilt and our shame. On the cross, Jesus
purchased, by the shedding of his blood, our complete forgiveness: past, present,
and future. This means we can boldly come to him in our failure, receive his
forgiveness, deposit our regret at his feet, and move on to new and better ways of
doing what he's called us to do as parents. God has called you to be a parent. How
does he give you what you need for this calling? He gives you what you need by
giving you himself, and in giving you himself, he showers his amazing, forgiving,
rescuing, transforming, empowering, and wisdom-giving grace down on you. The
one who called you to this very important job is with you. And because he is always
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with you, you as a parent can always have hope.
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