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The Wednesday Wars

Hating change and missing both her best friend and her dead goldfish, 11-year-old
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Ellie encounters a boy who strongly resembles her immortality-obsessed
grandfather, in a story that introduces the work of famous historical scientists. By
the three-time Newbery Honor-winning author of Turtle in Paradise.

Middle School Is Worse Than Meatloaf

Inner city middle school student Kenny Wright imagines himself as a superhero-but
when he faces peer pressure and bullying, can he find his strength in real life?
Kenny Wright is a kid with a secret identity. In his mind, he's Stainlezz Steel, super-
powered defender of the weak. In reality, he's a chess club devotee known as a
"Grandma's Boy," a label that makes him an easy target for bullies. Kenny wants to
bring a little more Steel to the real world, but the question is: can he recognize the
real strength and goodness inside himself? Or will peer pressure force him to make
the worst choice of his life? Interspersed with fantastic illustrations and comic-book
panels, this book aims to both entertain and to provoke dialogue about identity,
belonging, and doing the right thing.

Middle School Matters

Future rock star or friendless misfit? That’s no choice at all. In this acclaimed novel,
twelve-year-old Apple grapples with being different; with friends and backstabbers;
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and with following her dreams. Publishers Weekly called Blackbird Fly “a true
triumph,” and the Los Angeles Times Book Review said, “Apple soars like the
eponymous blackbird of her favorite Beatles song.” Apple has always felt a little
different from her classmates. She and her mother moved to Louisiana from the
Philippines when she was little, and her mother still cooks Filipino foods and
chastises Apple for becoming “too American.” When Apple’s friends turn on her
and everything about her life starts to seem weird and embarrassing, Apple turns
to music. If she can just save enough to buy a guitar and learn to play, maybe she
can change herself. It might be the music that saves her . . . or it might be her two
new friends, who show her how special she really is. Erin Entrada Kelly deftly
brings Apple’s conflicted emotions to the page in her debut novel about family,
friendship, popularity, and going your own way. “A must-read for those kids
cringing at their own identities.”—Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books.

No Excuses

Ginny has ten items on her big to-do list for seventh grade. None of them,
however, include accidentally turning her hair pink. Or getting sent to detention for
throwing frogs in class. Or losing the lead role in the ballet recital to her ex-best
friend. Or the thousand other things that can go wrong between September and
June. But it looks like it's shaping up to be that kind of a year! Here's the story of
one girl's worst school year ever -- told completely through her stuff.
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Marvin and the Moths

In Jason Platt's debut graphic novel, Ferris Bueller meets Calvin and Hobbes in this
hilarious and embarrassing middle school caper that asks the important
questions--like how long can one kid vamp before he embarrasses himself in front
of his whole school? Newell is always getting into trouble--whether it's showing up
tardy for most of the year, or mocking his teachers while authoritarian Mr. Todd is
standing right behind him. When disaster strikes and Newell finds himself on track
to summer school, he's given one last minute option to get out of it--participating
in the upcoming Talent Show. The only problem is that he doesn't technically have
a talent to show. Yikes. In this fun and imaginative full-color graphic novel, Jason
Platt sends a fast-talking, daydreaming, middle school kid on a desperate quest to
pull off a great show and save his summer. This title will be simultaneously
available in hardcover.

iGen

Bestselling author James Patterson's most beloved middle grade protagonist, Rafe
Khatchadorian, is getting the Hollywood treatment! A film version of Middle School:
The Worst Years of My Life starring Griffin Gluck, Lauren Graham, Rob Riggle, and
Thomas Barbusca smashes into theaters in October 2016. In his acclaimed and
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number-one bestselling middle-grade comic debut, Children's Choice Award Author
of the Year James Patterson has never been more hilarious--or heartwarming. Rafe
Khatchadorian has enough problems at home without throwing his first year of
middle school into the mix. Luckily, he's got an ace plan for the best year ever, if
only he can pull it off: With his best friend Leonardo the Silent awarding him points,
Rafe tries to break every rule in his school's oppressive Code of Conduct. Chewing
gum in class--5,000 points! Running in the hallway--10,000 points! Pulling the fire
alarm--50,000 points! But when Rafe's game starts to catch up with him, he'll have
to decide if winning is all that matters, or if he's finally ready to face the rules,
bullies, and truths he's been avoiding. James Patterson's debut middle-grade novel
addresses some of middle schoolers' biggest issues: bullies, first crushes, and
finding out what makes each of us special, all with a hilarious main character and
fantastic in-text illustrations that are sure to have young readers begging for more!

Middle School Is Worse Than Meatloaf

Though she is excited about graduating from middle school, Amelia is sad that her
best friend Carly won't be joining her in high school, so she reminisces about her
earlier years and notebooks.

Catching a Case
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"The French have a name for the uniquely hellish years between elementary school
and high school: "l'âge ingrat" or "The Ugly Age." Characterized by a perfect storm
of developmental changes-physical, psychological, and social-the middle-school
years are a time of great distress for parents and children alike, marked by hurt,
isolation, exclusion, competition, anxiety, and often outright cruelty. Some of this
is inevitable; there are intrinsic challenges to early adolescence. But these years
are harder than they need to be, and Judith Warner believes that adults are
complicit.With piercing insight, compassion, and humor, Warner walks us through a
new understanding of the role that middle school plays in all our lives. Part
intellectual investigation and part call to action, this timely book unpacks one of
life's most formative periods and shows how we can help our children not only
survive it, but thrive"--

Public School Superhero

Twelve-year-old Cindy begins seventh grade with a certain amount of
apprehension, but discovers that her new friends and experiences are thoroughly
enjoyable.

The Only Thing Worse Than Me Is You
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Winner of the Scott O'Dell Award Five Starred Reviews! A New York Public Library
Best Book for Kids, 2016 Grown-ups lie. That’s one truth Beans knows for sure. He
and his gang know how to spot a whopper a mile away, because they are the
savviest bunch of barefoot conchs (that means “locals”) in all of Key West. Not that
Beans really minds; it’s 1934, the middle of the Great Depression. With no jobs on
the island, and no money anywhere, who can really blame the grown-ups for telling
a few tales? Besides, Beans isn’t anyone’s fool. In fact, he has plans. Big plans. And
the consequences might surprise even Beans himself. Return to the wonderful
world of Newbery Honor Book Turtle in Paradise through the eyes of Turtle’s cousin
Beans! "A surprising coming-of-age story with a remarkably honest message."
—The New York Times "[Holm] captures this colorful slice of Depression history
with her usual vivacious wit. . . . Children will love Beans." —Shelf Awareness,
Starred "A novel as entertaining as the motion pictures [Beans] loves to see."—The
Horn Book Magazine, Starred “Inspired by actual events, Holm’s talent for writing
historical fiction is on full display. . . . Interesting family and small-town dynamics
further enrich this fascinating account of a young boy’s life in Florida’s ‘Recovery
Key.’” —Booklist, Starred "Filled with humor, heart, and warmth." —Kirkus Review,
Starred "Entertaining and illuminating historical fiction." —Publishers Weekly,
Starred

Blackbird Fly
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Influenced by news reports of young children brutalized by their parents, most of
us see the role of child services as the prevention of severe physical abuse. But as
Tina Lee shows in Catching a Case, most child welfare cases revolve around often
ill-founded charges of neglect, and the parents swept into the system are generally
struggling but loving, fighting to raise their children in the face of crushing poverty,
violent crime, poor housing, lack of childcare, and failing schools. Lee explored the
child welfare system in New York City, observing family courts, interviewing
parents and following them through the system, asking caseworkers for
descriptions of their work and their decision-making processes, and discussing
cases with attorneys on all sides. What she discovered about the system is
troubling. Lee reveals that, in the face of draconian budget cuts and a political
climate that blames the poor for their own poverty, child welfare practices have
become punitive, focused on removing children from their families and on parental
compliance with rules. Rather than provide needed help for families, case workers
often hold parents to standards almost impossible for working-class and poor
parents to meet. For instance, parents can be accused of neglect for providing
inadequate childcare or housing even when they cannot afford anything better. In
many cases, child welfare exacerbates family problems and sometimes drives
parents further into poverty while the family court system does little to protect
their rights. Catching a Case is a much-needed wake-up call to improve the child
welfare system, and to offer more comprehensive social services that will allow all
children to thrive.
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Frazzled

Alex and Conner Bailey's world is about to change. When the twins' grandmother
gives them a treasured fairy-tale book, they have no idea they're about to enter a
land beyond all imagining: the Land of Stories, where fairy tales are real. But as
Alex and Conner soon discover, the stories they know so well haven't ended in this
magical land - Goldilocks is now a wanted fugitive, Red Riding Hood has her own
kingdom, and Queen Cinderella is about to become a mother! The twins know they
must get back home somehow. But with the legendary Evil Queen hot on their trail,
will they ever find the way? The Land of Stories: The Wishing Spell brings readers
on a thrilling quest filled with magic spells, laugh-out-loud humour and page-
turning adventure.

Eighth Grade Is Making Me Sick

Homeschooled by Renaissance Fair enthusiasts, eleven-year-old Imogene has a
hard time fitting in when her wish to enroll in public school is granted.

Middle School Blues

As seen in Time, USA TODAY, The Atlantic, The Wall Street Journal, and on CBS This
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Morning, BBC, PBS, CNN, and NPR, iGen is crucial reading to understand how the
children, teens, and young adults born in the mid-1990s and later are vastly
different from their Millennial predecessors, and from any other generation. With
generational divides wider than ever, parents, educators, and employers have an
urgent need to understand today’s rising generation of teens and young adults.
Born in the mid-1990s up to the mid-2000s, iGen is the first generation to spend
their entire adolescence in the age of the smartphone. With social media and
texting replacing other activities, iGen spends less time with their friends in
person—perhaps contributing to their unprecedented levels of anxiety, depression,
and loneliness. But technology is not the only thing that makes iGen distinct from
every generation before them; they are also different in how they spend their time,
how they behave, and in their attitudes toward religion, sexuality, and politics.
They socialize in completely new ways, reject once sacred social taboos, and want
different things from their lives and careers. More than previous generations, they
are obsessed with safety, focused on tolerance, and have no patience for
inequality. With the first members of iGen just graduating from college, we all need
to understand them: friends and family need to look out for them; businesses must
figure out how to recruit them and sell to them; colleges and universities must
know how to educate and guide them. And members of iGen also need to
understand themselves as they communicate with their elders and explain their
views to their older peers. Because where iGen goes, so goes our nation—and the
world.
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Friendship List #1: 11 Before 12

An instant New York Times bestseller, Booki Vivat's Frazzled is the first installment
of a funny middle grade graphic novel series about a girl who is always in a tizzy.
“Hilarious.” (NPR’s All Things Considered) "Honest, sweet, and laugh-out-loud
funny. Fans of Smile and Diary of a Wimpy Kid will appreciate this debut."
(Brightly.com) Meet Abbie Wu. Abbie is in crisis—and not just because she’s
starting middle school or because she’s stuck in a family that doesn’t quite get her
or because everyone seems to have a Thing except her. Abbie Wu is always in
crisis. From author and professional doodler Booki Vivat, Frazzled dives right into
the mind of this hilariously neurotic middle school girl as she tries to figure out who
she is and where she belongs. Akin to Smile by Raina Telgemeier, Frazzled is
heavily illustrated, embarrassingly honest, and sure to appeal to anyone in the
middle of figuring out how to survive the everyday disasters of growing up.

The Fourteenth Goldfish

Part graphic novel, part scrapbook and altogether original—New York Times
bestselling author Jennifer Holm's Eighth Grade Is Making Me Sick is just right for
fans of Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Dork Diaries and Babymouse! Ginny has big plans for
eighth grade. She's going to try out for cheerleading, join Virtual Vampire Vixens,
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and maybe even fall in love. But middle school is more of a roller-coaster ride than
Ginny could have ever predicted. Her family has just moved into a fancy new
house when Ginny's stepdad loses his job. (Can worrying about money make you
sick?). Ginny's big brother keeps getting into trouble. And there's a new baby on
the way. (Living proof that Ginny's mom and stepdad are having sex. Just what she
needs.) Filled with Post-its, journal entries, grocery lists, hand-drawn comic strips,
report cards, IMs, notes, and more, Eighth Grade Is Making Me Sick is the
sometimes poignant, often hilarious, always relatable look at a year in the life of
one girl, told entirely through her stuff. From the Hardcover edition.

Middle School: My Brother Is a Big, Fat Liar

Black and Hispanic students are not learning enough in our public schools. Their
typically poor performance is the most important source of ongoing racial
inequality in America today. Thus, say Abigail and Stephan Thernstrom, the racial
gap in school achievement is the nation's most critical civil rights issue and an
educational crisis. It's no wonder that "No Child Left Behind," the 2001 revision of
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, made closing the racial gap in
education its central goal. An employer hiring the typical black high school
graduate or the college that admits the average black student is choosing a
youngster who has only an eighth-grade education. In most subjects, the majority
of twelfth-grade black students do not have even a "partial mastery" of the skills
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and knowledge that the authoritative National Assessment of Educational Progress
calls "fundamental for proficient work" at their grade. No Excuses marshals facts to
examine the depth of the problem, the inadequacy of conventional explanations,
and the limited impact of Title I, Head Start, and other familiar reforms. Its
message, however, is one of hope: Scattered across the country are excellent
schools getting terrific results with high-needs kids. These rare schools share a
distinctive vision of what great schooling looks like and are free of many of the
constraints that compromise education in traditional public schools. In a society
that espouses equal opportunity we still have a racially identifiable group of
educational have-nots -- young African Americans and Latinos whose opportunities
in life will almost inevitably be limited by their inadequate education. When
students leave high school without high school skills, their futures -- and that of the
nation -- are in jeopardy. With successful schools already showing the way, no
decent society can continue to turn a blind eye to such racial and ethnic inequality.

Why Don't Students Like School?

Future scientist Madeline Little is dreading the start of middle school. Nothing has
been right since her grandfather died and her best friend changed schools. Maddie
would rather help her father in his research lab or write Standard Operating
Procedures in her lab notebook than hang out with a bunch of kids who aren’t even
her friends. Despite Maddie’s reluctance, some new friends start coming her
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way—until they discover what she’s written in that secret notebook. And that’s just
part of the trouble. Can this future scientific genius find the formula for
straightening out her life?

The Hot List

Ability grouping. Leveling systems. Streaming. This is the modern way of talking
about tracking -- the traditional practice of sorting and selecting students based on
test scores and other criteria, and then steering these groups into "the most
appropriate" course of study. In 1987, New York's suburban Rockville Centre
School District faced the fact that its longstanding tracking system was resulting in
unequal educational opportunities and allowing racial and socioeconomic
stratification of its student population. School leaders embarked on an ambitious
program of reform: reexamining beliefs about intelligence, ability, and instruction,
and offering all students the opportunity to study a rigorous curriculum in
heterogeneous classrooms. In this book, authors Carol Corbett Burris and Delia T.
Garrity, veterans of the Rockville Centre School District, offer an experience-based
and research-supported argument that detracking--implemented with planning,
patience, and persistence--can do in every school district what it did in theirs: raise
achievement across the board and dramatically narrow the achievement gap. Their
main goal is a practical one: to provide educational leaders with proven strategies
for launching, sustaining, and monitoring a successful detracking reform. Here,
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you'll read * Why detracking is necessary, the benefits it brings, and how to build
support among teachers and parents * How to revise curriculum to "level-up"
instruction * How to establish a multiyear, personalized professional development
program to help teachers address new instructional needs * How to best support
effective teaching and learning in a heterogeneous classroom Detracking for
Excellence and Equity outlines a comprehensive approach built on self-reflection,
direct action, vigilant supervision, and a set of very clear beliefs: that schools and
opportunity matter; that acceleration and enrichment will improve all students'
achievement; and that all students deserve access to the best curriculum.

Middle School, The Worst Years of My Life

Sophie Fanuchi and her BFF Maddie Chen posted the “Hot List” as a joke—just a
silly tally of the cutest boys at Travis Middle School. But the list takes on a life of its
own, and the girls are thrust into the popular crowd, which pleases Maddie to no
end…and angers Sophie. As Sophie and Maddie’s friendship begins to unravel,
Sophie makes a bet that will expose the list as meaningless: She has to make over
their wacky classmate, Squid, and land him on the list. Can Sophie turn a nottie
into a hottie…and can any bet or list replace the importance of friendship?

Amelia's Middle-School Graduation Yearbook
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Ginny has ten items on her big to-do list for seventh grade. None of them,
however, include accidentally turning her hair pink. Or getting sent to detention for
throwing frogs in class. Or losing the lead role in the ballet recital to her ex-best
friend. Or the thousand other things that can go wrong between September and
June. But it looks like it’s shaping up to be that kind of a year! As readers follow
Ginny throughout the story of her year, told entirely through her stuff—notes from
classmates, school reports, emails, poems, receipts, and cartoons from her
perpetually-in-trouble older brother Harry—a portrait emerges of a funny, loveable,
thoughtful girl struggling to be herself…whoever that person turns out to be.

It's Even Worse Than It Looks

A counselor and popular Washington Post contributor offers a new take on grades
6-8 as a distinct developmental phase--and the perfect time to set up kids to
thrive. Middle school is its own important, distinct territory, and yet it's either
written off as an uncomfortable rite of passage or lumped in with other
developmental phases. Based on her many years working in schools, professional
counselor Phyllis Fagell sees these years instead as a critical stage that parents
can't afford to ignore (and though "middle school" includes different grades in
various regions, Fagell maintains that the ages make more of a difference than the
setting). Though the transition from childhood to adolescence can be tough for
kids, this time of rapid physical, intellectual, moral, social, and emotional change is
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a unique opportunity to proactively build character and confidence. Fagell helps
parents use the middle school years as a low-stakes training ground to teach kids
the key skills they'll need to thrive now and in the future, including making good
friend choices, negotiating conflict, regulating their own emotions, be their own
advocates, and more. To answer parents' most common questions and struggles
with middle school-aged children, Fagell combines her professional and personal
expertise with stories and advice from prominent psychologists, doctors, parents,
educators, school professionals, and middle schoolers themselves.

Middle School Misadventures

Eleven-year-old Rupert cannot resist applying to an advertisement for a witch's
apprentice but quickly finds himself over his head with the young witch-in-training
who desperately needs his help. Simultaneous eBook.

Worse Than Slavery

With multiple starred reviews, don't miss this humorous, poignant, and original
contemporary story about bullying, broken friendships, social media, and the
failures of communication between kids. From John David Anderson, author of the
acclaimed Ms. Bixby’s Last Day. In middle school, words aren’t just words. They
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can be weapons. They can be gifts. The right words can win you friends or make
you enemies. They can come back to haunt you. Sometimes they can change
things forever. When cell phones are banned at Branton Middle School, Frost and
his friends Deedee, Wolf, and Bench come up with a new way to communicate:
leaving sticky notes for each other all around the school. It catches on, and soon all
the kids in school are leaving notes—though for every kind and friendly one, there
is a cutting and cruel one as well. In the middle of this, a new girl named Rose
arrives at school and sits at Frost’s lunch table. Rose is not like anyone else at
Branton Middle School, and it’s clear that the close circle of friends Frost has made
for himself won’t easily hold another. As the sticky-note war escalates, and the
pressure to choose sides mounts, Frost soon realizes that after this year, nothing
will ever be the same.

Worse Than Weird

A 2008 Newbery Honor Book In this Newbery Honor-winning novel, Gary D.
Schmidt offers an unforgettable antihero. The Wednesday Wars is a wonderfully
witty and compelling story about a teenage boy’s mishaps and adventures over
the course of the 1967–68 school year in Long Island, New York. Meet Holling
Hoodhood, a seventh-grader at Camillo Junior High, who must spend Wednesday
afternoons with his teacher, Mrs. Baker, while the rest of the class has religious
instruction. Mrs. Baker doesn’t like Holling—he’s sure of it. Why else would she
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make him read the plays of William Shakespeare outside class? But everyone has
bigger things to worry about, like Vietnam. His father wants Holling and his sister
to be on their best behavior: the success of his business depends on it. But how
can Holling stay out of trouble when he has so much to contend with? A bully
demanding cream puffs; angry rats; and a baseball hero signing autographs the
very same night Holling has to appear in a play in yellow tights! As fate sneaks up
on him again and again, Holling finds Motivation—the Big M—in the most
unexpected places and musters up the courage to embrace his destiny, in spite of
himself.

And Then They Stopped Talking to Me

Seventh-grader Jeremy Miner, the only boy in a school of 475 girls, unleashes a
series of pranks in hopes of getting expelled.

Posted

Fans of Lauren Myracle and Wendy Mass will love acclaimed author Lisa
Greenwald’s new duology about two best friends who kick-start middle school with
a bucket list of eleven things they need to do to become AMAZING before their
joint twelfth birthday party. The first day of middle school means trading in freeze
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tag at the pool for new schedules, fabulous outfits, and a fresh start. But for eleven-
year-old Kaylan, the chaos of new locker combinations, cafeteria cliques, and
potential first kisses is more than she can handle. She dreads the start of sixth
grade and feels like she wants—no, needs—a winning game plan. Luckily, Kaylan
and her effortlessly chill BFF, Arianna, have a fool-proof plan for tackling
transitions: a list of eleven things they need to do to totally transform themselves
before they both turn twelve in November. But between making guy friends,
getting detention (and makeovers!), helping humanity, and having super-candid
conversations with their moms about their flaws, the first 100 days of school turn
out worse than Kaylan ever imagined. Kaylan and Ari forget to focus on their
friendship and soon their loyalty to the list—what was meant to help them keep it
together—becomes the very thing tearing their lives apart.

From Hero to Zero

"Rafe Khatchadorian takes his troublemaking ways across the pond and gets lost in
London!"--

Full of Beans

After years of competing against each other, Trixie and Ben form a fandom-based
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tentative friendship when their best friends start dating each other, but after
Trixie's friend gets expelled for cheating they have to choose which side they are
on.

How to Survive Middle School

Hyperpartisanship is as old as American democracy. But now, acrimony is not
confined to a moment; it's a permanent state of affairs and has seeped into every
part of the political process. Identifying the overriding problems that have led
Congress—and the United States—to the brink of institutional collapse, It's Even
Worse Than It Looks profoundly altered the debate about why America's
government has become so dysfunctional. Through a new preface and afterword,
Thomas Mann and Norman Ornstein bring the story forward, examining the 2012
presidential campaign and exploring the prospects of a less dysfunctional
government. As provocative and controversial as ever, It's Even Worse Than It
Looks will continue to set the terms of our political debate in the years to come.

All's Faire in Middle School

Readers who love Leslie Connor and Ann M. Martin will adore this story of a
citywide scavenger hunt and a girl who learns that family—and weirdness—is
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relative. Summer Coding Camp Incoming 7th graders only Eight-week session
begins June 28 This is it, my summer plan. Hoping to ditch two months of chicken
coops, kale, and her parents’ antiscreen rules, Mac MacLeod sets out to win a
citywide food cart scavenger hunt and the money she needs for the summer
coding camp of her dreams. But Mac discovers more than just clues during her
cross-city sprint—like how her weird parents might not be the worst thing
compared to the circumstances of those around her. With the same humor and
hope of her debut novel, Mostly the Honest Truth, Jody J. Little gives readers
another spunky, unforgettable character to root for.

Lost in the Sun

From blockbuster author James Patterson comes the third installment in the #1
New York Times bestselling Middle School series! Georgia Khatchadorian-the sister
of Rafe, the star of the first two Middle School books-plans to excel at Hills Village
Middle School in all the places her troublemaking brother failed. She's even bet
him that she'll quickly become one of the most popular girls in school, but no one
will give her a chance! Even worse, Rafe has sneakily set her up to embarrass
herself in front of the snooty "Princesses" who run the school and the boy who's
caught her eye. Will she be able to overcome her fears and win her bet with Rafe?
Find out THE TRUTH about Rafe Khatchadorian's sister in the first Middle School
story from the point of view of the hilarious Georgia-a girl who's ready to speak her
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mind!

A Girl Stands at the Door

New York Times Bestseller The Trump administration is remaking the government.
It's Even Worse Than You Think: What the Trump Administration Is Doing to
America tells us exactly how it is making America worse again. Bestselling author
and longtime Trump observer David Cay Johnston shines a light on the political
termites who have infested our government under the Trump Administration,
destroying it from within and compromising our jobs, safety, finances, and more.
No journalist knows Donald Trump better than David Cay Johnston, who has been
following him since 1988. It's Even Worse Than You Think: What the Trump
Administration Is Doing to America goes inside the administration to show how the
federal agencies that touch the lives of all Americans are being undermined. Here
is just some of what you will learn: The Wall. Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto
told President Trump that Mexico will never pay for the border wall. So, Trump is
proposing putting a tariff on Mexican imports. But a tariff will simply raise the price
of Mexican goods in the US, meaning American consumers will end up paying for
the wall—if it ever gets built. Climate Change. Welcome to the new EPA, run by
Scott Pruitt, a lawyer who has spent much of his career trying to destroy the
agency he now heads. Secrecy reigns at the new EPA because Pruitt meets with
industry executives to find out which clean air and clean water provisions they
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most want to roll back, and keeps staffers in the dark to make sure these pro-
pollution plans don’t leak prematurely. Stocking the Swamp. Contrary to his
promise to “drain the swamp” in Washington, DC, Trump has filled his cabinet with
millionaires and billionaires, from Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, a Goldman
Sachs and hedge fund veteran who made much of his fortune foreclosing on
homeowners to billionaire heiress Education Secretary Betsy DeVos, who has
already put the interests of bankers ahead of debt-burdened students and their
families. The Kleptocracy. Under Donald Trump conflict of interest is passé. When
Trump isn’t in Washington, he stays at one of his properties, where the taxpayers
pick up the tab for staffers, Secret Service, and so on, all at full price. And back in
Washington, everyone now knows that the Trump International Hotel is the only
place to stay if you want to do business with the administration. Meanwhile sons
Donald Jr. and Eric run an eyes-wide-open blind trust of Trump holdings to avoid
the appearance of conflict of interest—but not the reality.

Detracking for Excellence and Equity

In this sensitively told tale of suffering, brutality, and inhumanity, Worse Than
Slavery is an epic history of race and punishment in the deepest South from
emancipation to the civil rights era—and beyond. Immortalized in blues songs and
movies like Cool Hand Luke and The Defiant Ones, Mississippi’s infamous
Parchman State Penitentiary was, in the pre-civil rights south, synonymous with
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cruelty. Now, noted historian David Oshinsky gives us the true story of the
notorious prison, drawing on police records, prison documents, folklore, blues
songs, and oral history, from the days of cotton-field chain gangs to the 1960s,
when Parchman was used to break the wills of civil rights workers who journeyed
south on Freedom Rides.

Teaching with Poverty in Mind

A new history of school desegregation in America, revealing how girls and women
led the fight for interracial education The struggle to desegregate America's
schools was a grassroots movement, and young women were its vanguard. In the
late 1940s, parents began to file desegregation lawsuits with their daughters,
forcing Thurgood Marshall and other civil rights lawyers to take up the issue and
bring it to the Supreme Court. After the Brown v. Board of Education ruling, girls far
outnumbered boys in volunteering to desegregate formerly all-white schools. In A
Girl Stands at the Door, historian Rachel Devlin tells the remarkable stories of
these desegregation pioneers. She also explains why black girls were seen, and
saw themselves, as responsible for the difficult work of reaching across the color
line in public schools. Highlighting the extraordinary bravery of young black
women, this bold revisionist account illuminates today's ongoing struggles for
equality.
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The Only Thing Worse Than Witches

Originally published in hardcover in 2015 by Philomel Books.

The Friendship Experiment

In Teaching with Poverty in Mind: What Being Poor Does to Kids' Brains and What
Schools Can Do About It, veteran educator and brain expert Eric Jensen takes an
unflinching look at how poverty hurts children, families, and communities across
the United States and demonstrates how schools can improve the academic
achievement and life readiness of economically disadvantaged students. Jensen
argues that although chronic exposure to poverty can result in detrimental
changes to the brain, the brain's very ability to adapt from experience means that
poor children can also experience emotional, social, and academic success. A brain
that is susceptible to adverse environmental effects is equally susceptible to the
positive effects of rich, balanced learning environments and caring relationships
that build students' resilience, self-esteem, and character. Drawing from research,
experience, and real school success stories, Teaching with Poverty in Mind reveals
* What poverty is and how it affects students in school; * What drives change both
at the macro level (within schools and districts) and at the micro level (inside a
student's brain); * Effective strategies from those who have succeeded and ways to
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replicate those best practices at your own school; and * How to engage the
resources necessary to make change happen. Too often, we talk about change
while maintaining a culture of excuses. We can do better. Although no magic bullet
can offset the grave challenges faced daily by disadvantaged children, this timely
resource shines a spotlight on what matters most, providing an inspiring and
practical guide for enriching the minds and lives of all your students.

It's Even Worse Than You Think

Easy-to-apply, scientifically-based approaches for engaging students in the
classroom Cognitive scientist Dan Willingham focuses his acclaimed research on
the biological and cognitive basis of learning. His book will help teachers improve
their practice by explaining how they and their students think and learn. It reveals-
the importance of story, emotion, memory, context, and routine in building
knowledge and creating lasting learning experiences. Nine, easy-to-understand
principles with clear applications for the classroom Includes surprising findings,
such as that intelligence is malleable, and that you cannot develop "thinking skills"
without facts How an understanding of the brain's workings can help teachers hone
their teaching skills "Mr. Willingham's answers apply just as well outside the
classroom. Corporate trainers, marketers and, not least, parents -anyone who
cares about how we learn-should find his book valuable reading." —Wall Street
Journal
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The Last Boy at St. Edith's

When thirteen-year-old David Greenberg's best friend makes the start of middle
school even worse than he feared it could be, David becomes friends with Penny,
who shares his love of television shows and posts one of their skits on YouTube,
making them wildly popular--online, at least.

The Land of Stories: The Wishing Spell

Middle school is off to a rocky start for Marvin Watson. Doomed to misfit status, his
only friends are a girl with major orthodontics, the smelliest boy in school, and the
trio of sarcastic man-sized moths that live in his attic. No one said middle school
would be easy! Also, no one said that Marvin's town would be threatened by
mutant bugs, including a very hungry, Shakespeare-quoting spider. But life in the
suburbs is full of surprises. Will Marvin be the one to unravel the mystery behind
the mutants and save the town? Or will he be too busy with the real threat: his first
school dance?! This hilarious send-up of middle school has the humor of James
Patterson's I Funny, the underdog hero of Diary of a Wimpy Kid, and the zany
action of NERDS and features illustrations by co-author Matthew Holm, New York
Times bestselling illustrator of Babymouse, Squish, and Sunny Side Up. Plus:
talking moths.
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