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Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Myths of Power
Literary Theories is the first reader and introductory
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guide in one volume. Divided into 12 sections
covering structuralism, feminism, marxism, readerresponse theory, psychoanalysis, deconstruction, poststructuralism, postmodernism, new historicism,
postcolonialism, gay studies and queer theory, and
cultural studies, Literary Theories introduces the
reader to the most challenging and engaging aspects
of critical studies in the humanities today. Classic
essays representing the different theoretical positions
and offering striking examples of close readings of
literature are preceded by new introductions which
present the theory in question and discuss its main
currents. With a full glossary and detailed
bibliography, Literary Theories is the perfect
introductory guide and reader in one volume.
Included are essays by Roland Barthes, Jean
Baudrillard, Homi K. Bhabha, Judith Butler, Terry
Castle, Iain Chambers, Rey Chow, Paul de Man,
Jacques Derrida, Jonathan Dollimore, Terry Eagleton,
Catherine Gallagher, Stephen Heath, Wolfgang Iser,
Fredric Jameson, Hans Robert Jauss, Claire Kahane,
Gail Ching Liang Low, Mary Lydon, Jean-François
Lyotard, James M. Mellard, D.A. Miller, J. Hillis Miller,
Louis Adrian Montrose, Michael Riffaterre, Avital
Ronell, Nicholas Royle, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, Alan
Sinfield, and Raymond Williams.

The Function of Criticism
Terry Eagleton's book, in this vital new series from
Blackwell, focuses on discriminating different
meanings of culture, as a way of introducing to the
general reader the contemporary debates around it.
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Criticism and Ideology
This Encyclopedia is the most comprehensive guide
yet both to the nature and content of literature, and
to literary criticism. In ninety essays by leading
international critics and scholars, the volume covers
both traditional topics such as literature and history,
poetry, drama and the novel, and also newer topics
such as the production and reception of literature.
Current critical ideas are clearly and provocatively
discussed, while the volume's arrangement reflects in
a dynamic way the rich diversity of contemporary
thinking about literature. Each essay seeks to provide
the reader with a clear sense of the full significance of
its subject as well as guidance on further reading. An
essential work of reference, The Encyclopedia of
Literature and Criticism is a stimulating guide to the
central preoccupations of contemporary critical
thinking about literature. Special Features * Clearly
written by scholars and critics of international
standing for readers at all levels in many disciplines *
In-depth essays covering all aspects, traditional and
new, of literary studies past and present * Useful
cross-references within the text, with full
bibliographical references and suggestions for further
reading * Single index of authors, terms, topics

Key Concepts in Literary Theory
First Published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

The Idea of Culture
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*Winner of CHOICE Outstanding Academic Book Prize
2019**Shortlisted for the Isaac Deutscher Prize
2019*Why Marxism? Why today? In the first
introduction to Marxist literary criticism to be
published in decades, Barbara Foley argues that
Marxism continues to offer the best framework for
exploring the relationship between literature and
society.She lays out in clear terms the principal
aspects of Marxist methodology - historical
materialism, political economy and ideology critique as well as key debates, among Marxists and nonMarxists alike, about the nature of literature and the
goals of literary criticism and pedagogy.Foley
examines through the empowering lens of Marxism a
wide range of texts: from Jane Austen's Pride and
Prejudice to E. L. James's Fifty Shades of Grey; from
Frederick Douglass's 'What to the Slave Is the Fourth
of July?' to Annie Proulx's 'Brokeback Mountain'; from
W.B. Yeats's 'The Second Coming' to Claude McKay's
'If We Must Die'.

Marxism and Literary Criticism
Terry Eagleton is one of the most influential
contemporary literary theorists and critics. His diverse
body of work has been crucial to developments in
cultural theory and literary critical practice in modern
times, and for a generation of humanities students his
writing has been a source of both provocation and
enjoyment. This book undertakes a lucid and detailed
analysis of Eagleton's oeuvre. It gives close attention
to the full range of Eagleton's major publications,
examining their arguments and implications, as well
Page 4/24

Acces PDF Marxism And Literary Criticism Terry
Eagleton
as how they have intervened in wider debates in
cultural theory. It also investigates his less familiar
works, such as his early writing on the Catholic left, as
well as other as yet unpublished material, showing
how these works can be understood alongside the
more prominent areas of his thought. Through this,
this book offers a cohesive overview of Eagleton's
career to date, tracing the development of his
theoretical positions, and an assessment of Eagleton's
wider contributions to fields such as Marxist literary
criticism and cultural theory. It will be essential
reading for students of literary criticism, cultural
theory, and intellectual history.

The Chinua Achebe Encyclopedia
Literary Theories
Marxist Literary Theory
Fredric Jameson, in The Political Unconscious, opposes
the view that literary creation can take place in
isolation from its political context. He asserts the
priority of the political interpretation of literary texts,
claiming it to be at the center of all reading and
understanding, not just a supplement or auxiliary to
other methods current today. Jameson supports his
thesis by looking closely at the nature of
interpretation. Our understanding, he says, is colored
by the concepts and categories that we inherit from
our culture's interpretive tradition and that we use to
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comprehend what we read. How then can the
literature of other ages be understood by readers
from a present that is culturally so different from the
past? Marxism lies at the foundation of Jameson's
answer, because it conceives of history as a single
collective narrative that links past and present;
Marxist literary criticism reveals the unity of that
uninterrupted narrative. Jameson applies his
interpretive theory to nineteenth- and twentiethcentury texts, including the works of Balzac, Gissing,
and Conrad. Throughout, he considers other
interpretive approaches to the works he discusses,
assessing the importance and limitations of methods
as different as Lacanian psychoanalysis, semiotics,
dialectical analysis, and allegorical readings. The book
as a whole raises directly issues that have been only
implicit in Jameson's earlier work, namely the
relationship between dialectics and structuralism, and
the tension between the German and the French
aesthetic traditions.

Marxism and Literature
This momentous study of Benjamin's critical practice
marks a sea change in Eagleton's thought. As the
subtitle suggests, its goal is not merely to
contemplate Benjamin's approach to language,
history, and art but to chart a dynamic new course for
contemporary socialist criticism. To do this, Eagleton
brushes Benjamin's Trauerspiel against seventeenthcentury British literature, tests his concept of the
"aura" against Freud and Lacan, and undertakes his
most sustained engagement with Derrida and the
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political crossroads of deconstruction.

Encyclopedia of Literature and Criticism
An intense and lively debate on literature and art
between thinkers who became some of the great
figures of twentieth-century philosophy and literature.
With an afterword by Fredric Jameson No other
country and no other period has produced a tradition
of major aesthetic debate to compare with that which
unfolded in German culture from the 1930s to the
1950s. In Aesthetics and Politics the key texts of the
great Marxist controversies over literature and art
during these years are assembled in a single volume.
They do not form a disparate collection but a
continuous, interlinked debate between thinkers who
have become giants of twentieth-century intellectual
history.

Marx
One of the foremost Marxist critics of his generation
forcefully argues against Marx's irrelevancy "Reading
a book by Terry Eagleton is like watching
fireworks."--Dennis O'Brien, Christian Century
"[Eagleton is] a witty, insightful thinker with a
penchant for glib asides and wry dashes of humor. It's
probably the only book that makes references to Tiger
Woods and Mel Gibson along with Charles Fourier and
Michel Foucault."--Michael Patrick Brady, PopMatters
In this combative, controversial book, Terry Eagleton
takes issue with the prejudice that Marxism is dead
and done with. Taking ten of the most common
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objections to Marxism--that it leads to political
tyranny, that it reduces everything to the economic,
that it is a form of historical determinism, and so
on--he demonstrates in each case what a woeful
travesty of Marx's own thought these assumptions
are. In a world in which capitalism has been shaken to
its roots by some major crises, Why Marx Was Right is
as urgent and timely as it is brave and candid. Written
with Eagleton's familiar wit, humor, and clarity, it will
attract an audience far beyond the confines of
academia.

The Ideology of the Aesthetic
The Communist Party’s attitude toward art in this
period was, in general, epiphenomenal of its
economic policy. A resolution of 1925 voiced the
party’s refusal to sanction anyone’s literary faction.
This reflected the New Economic Policy (NEP) of a
limited free-market economy. The period of the First
Five-Year Plan (1928–1932) saw a more or less
voluntary return to a more committed artistic posture,
and during the second Five-Year Plan (1932–1936),
this commitment was crystallized in the formation of
a Writers’ Union. The first congress of this union in
1934, featuring speeches by Maxim Gorky and
Bukharin, officially adopted socialist realism, as
defined primarily by Andrei Zhdanov (1896–1948).
Aptly dubbed by Terry Eagleton as “Stalin’s cultural
thug,” it was Zhdanov whose proscriptive shadow
thenceforward fell over Soviet cultural affairs.
Although Nikolai Bukharin’s speech at the congress
had attempted a synthesis of Formalist and
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sociological attitudes, premised on his assertion that
within “the microcosm of the word is embedded the
macrocosm of history,” Bukharin was eventually to
fall from his position as the leading theoretician of the
party: his trial and execution, stemming from his
political and economic differences with Stalin, were
also symptomatic of the fact that Formalism soon
became a sin once more. Bukharin had called for
socialist realism to portray not reality “as it is” but
rather as it exists in socialist imagination.

After Theory
Outlines the relationships between production, labor
and ownership which lie at the core of Marx's
thinking; gives an account of Marx's utopia: a place in
which labor is automated.

Reflections on the Marxist theory of
history
The golden age of cultural theory (the product of a
decade and a half, from 1965 to 1980) is long past.
We are living now in its aftermath, in an age which,
having grown rich in the insights of thinkers like
Althusser, Barthes and Derrida, has also moved
beyond them. What kind of new, fresh thinking does
this new era demand? Eagleton concludes that
cultural theory must start thinking ambitiously again not so that it can hand the West its legitimation, but
so that it can seek to make sense of the grand
narratives in which it is now embroiled.
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Re-Reading English
`Marxism and Literary Criticism is amazingly
comprehensive for its brief format. Eagleton has been
able to sum up the main areas of Marxist criticism in
the West today.' |I Times Literary Supplement

Key Concepts in Literary Theory
This wide-ranging book argues that criticism emerged
in early bourgeois society as a central feature of a
“public sphere” in which political, ethical, and literary
judgements could mingle under the benign rule of
reason. The disintegration of this fragile culture
brought on a crisis in criticism, whose history since
the 18th century has been fraught with ambivalence
and anxiety. Eagleton’s account embraces Addison
and Steele, Johnson and the 19-century reviewers,
such critics as Arnold and Stephen, the heyday of
Scrutiny and New Criticism, and finally the
proliferation of avant-garde literary theories such as
deconstructionism. The Function of Criticism is
nothing less than a history and critique of the “critical
institution” itself. Eagleton’s judgements on individual
critics are sharp and illuminating, which his general
argument raises crucial questions about the relations
between language, literature and politics.

Criticism and Ideology
Originally published in 1982. Aside from Jacques
Derrida's own references to the "possible articulation"
between deconstruction and Marxism, the relationship
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between the two has remained largely unexplored. In
Marxism and Deconstruction, Michael Ryan examines
that multifaceted relationship but not through a mere
comparison of two distinct and inviolable entities.
Instead, he looks at both with an eye to identifying
their common elements and reweaving them into a
new theory of political practice. To accomplish his
task, Ryan undertakes a detailed comparison of
deconstruction and Marxism, relating deconstruction
to the dialectical tradition in philosophy and
demonstrating how deconstruction can be used in the
critique of ideology. He is a forceful critic of both the
politics of deconstruction and the metaphysical
aspect of Marxism (as seen from a deconstructionist
perspective). Besides offering the first book-length
study of Derrida in this context, Ryan makes the first
methodic attempt by an American scholar to apply
deconstruction to domains beyond literature. He
proposes a deconstructive Marxism, one lacking the
metaphysical underpinnings of conservative
"scientific" Marxist theory and employing
deconstructive analysis both for Marxist political
criticism and to further current anti-metaphysical
developments within Marxism. Marxism and
Deconstruction is an innovative and controversial
contribution to the fields of literary criticism,
philosophy, and political science.

Marxism and Literary History
Marxism has had an enormous impact on literary and
cultural studies, and all those interested in the field
need to be aware of its achievements. This collection
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presents the very best of recent Marxist literary
criticism in one single volume. An international group
of contributors provide an introduction to the
development, current trends and evolution of the
subject. They include such notable Marxist critics as
Tony Bennett, Terry Eagleton, Edward W. Said,
Raymond Williams and Fredric Jameson. A diverse
range of subjects are analysed such as James Bond,
Brecht, Jane Austen and the modern history of the
aesthetic.

Twentieth Century Literary Theory
Essays discuss Wittgenstein, Brecht, Conrad, Marxist
literary theory, structuralism, modernism, and poetry

Marxist Literary Criticism Today
This book develops a Marxist theory of literary style
via a critical investigation of the work of Raymond
Williams, Terry Eagleton and Fredric Jameson.

Contemporary Marxist Literary Criticism
A new edition of a classic treatise on literary theory
seeks to develop a sophisticated relationship between
Marxism and literary criticism, evaluating the key
works of such figures as Lenin, Trostsky, and Sartre as
well as canonical writers including Charles Dickens
and T. S. Eliot to demonstrate how ideology can play
a productive and subversive role in literature. Reprint.

I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud
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In this book, the author analyzes previous
contributions to a Marxist theory of literature from
Marx himself to Lukacs, Althusser, and Goldmann, and
develops his own approach by outlining a theory of
'cultural materialism' which integrates Marxist
theories of language with Marxist theories of
literature.

The Politics of Style
Key Concepts in Literary Theory presents the student
of literary and critical studies with a broad range of
accessible, precise and authoritative definitions of the
most significant terms and concepts currently used in
psychoanalytic, poststructuralist, Marxist, feminist,
and postcolonial literary studies.The volume also
provides clear and useful discussions of the main
areas of literary, critical and cultural theory,
supported by bibliographies and an expanded
chronology of major thinkers. Accompanying the
chronology are short biographies of major works by
each critic or theorist.The new edition of this reliable
reference work is both revised and expanded,
including:* More than 70 additional terms and
concepts defined, from Absurdism and Aga Saga to
Writerly texts and Zeugma.* Newly defined terms
include keywords from the social sciences, cultural
studies and psychoanalysis and the addition of a
broader selection of classical rhetorical terms.* An
expanded chronology, with additional entries and a
broader historical and cultural range, from Immanuel
Kant and G.W.F. Hegel, to Camille Paglia and bell
hooks.* Expanded bibliographies including key texts
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by major critics.

Considerations on Western Marxism
This collection of readings on the concept of ideology
is brought together by the Marxist critic, Terry
Eagleton. His introduction traces the historical
evolution of ideology and examines in a more
theoretical style the various meanings of the word
and their significance. The readings begin with the
first English translations of some of the writing of the
French founder of the concept in the eighteenth
century. They then move from the enlightenment to
Hegel and Marxism, with particular emphasis on Marx
and Engels themselves. They also look at other
eighteenth-century traditions of thought such as
Nietzche and Freud. All the readings are theoretical
rather than examples of `ideology at work' and will be
of interest to undergraduate students of cultural,
political and historical studies concerned with
ideology, as well as students of English literature.

Culture
The Ideology of the Aesthetic presents a history and
critique of the concept of the aesthetic throughout
modern Western thought. As such, this is a critical
survey of modern Western philosophy, focusing in
particular on the complex relations between
aesthetics, ethics and politics. Eagleton provides a
brilliant and challenging introduction to these
concerns, as characterized in the work of Kant,
Schiller, Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard, Marx, Nietzsche,
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Freud, Heidegger, Lukacs, Adorno, Habermas, and
others. Wide in span, as well as morally and politically
committed, this is Terry Eagleton's major work to
date. It forms both an original enquiry and an
exemplary introduction.

Why Marx Was Right
Raymond Williams' prolific output is increasingly
recognised as the most influential body of work on
literary and cultural studies in the past fifty years.
This book provides the most comprehensive study to
date of the theoretical and historical context of
Williams' thinking on literature, politics and culture.
John Higgins traces: * Williams' intellectual
development * the related growth of a New Left
cultural politics * the origins of the theory and
practice of cultural materialism. Raymond Williams is
an astonishing achievement and will challenge many
received ideas about Williams' work.

Walter Benjamin
Myths of Power - Anniversary Edition sets out to
interpret the fiction of the Brontë sisters in light of a
Marxist analysis of the historical conditions in which it
was produced. Its aim is not merely to relate literary
facts, but by a close critical examination of the
novels, to find in them a significant structure of ideas
and values which related to the Brontës' ambiguous
situation within the class-system of their society. Its
intention is to forge close relations between the
novels, nineteenth-century ideology, and historical
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forces, in order to illuminate the novels themselves in
a radically new perspective. When originally published
in 1975 (second edition in 1988), it was the first fulllength Marxist study of the Brontës and is now
reissued to celebrate 30 years since its first
publication. It includes a new Introduction by Terry
Eagleton which reflects on the changes which have
happened in Marxist literary criticism since 1988, and
situates this reissue of the second edition in current
debates.

A Theory of Literary Production
Who is more important: the reader, or the writer?
Originally published in French in 1966, Pierre
Machereys first and most famous work, A Theory of
Literary Production dared to challenge perceived
wisdom, and quickly established him as a pivotal
figure in literary theory. The reissue of this work as a
Routledge Classic brings some radical ideas to

Terry Eagleton
Culture is a defining aspect of what it means to be
human. Defining culture and pinpointing its role in our
lives is not, however, so straightforward. Terry
Eagleton, one of our foremost literary and cultural
critics, is uniquely poised to take on the challenge. In
this keenly analytical and acerbically funny book, he
explores how culture and our conceptualizations of it
have evolved over the last two centuries—from
rarified sphere to humble practices, and from a
bulwark against industrialism’s encroaches to presentPage 16/24
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day capitalism’s most profitable export. Ranging over
art and literature as well as philosophy and
anthropology, and major but somewhat
"unfashionable" thinkers like Johann Gottfried Herder
and Edmund Burke as well as T. S. Eliot, Matthew
Arnold, Raymond Williams, and Oscar Wilde, Eagleton
provides a cogent overview of culture set firmly in its
historical and theoretical contexts, illuminating its
collusion with colonialism, nationalism, the decline of
religion, and the rise of and rule over the "uncultured"
masses. Eagleton also examines culture today,
lambasting the commodification and co-option of a
force that, properly understood, is a vital means for
us to cultivate and enrich our social lives, and can
even provide the impetus to transform civil society.

Aesthetics and Politics
A compelling guide to the fundamental place of
humour and comedy within Western culture—by one
of its greatest exponents Written by an acknowledged
master of comedy, this study reflects on the nature of
humour and the functions it serves. Why do we laugh?
What are we to make of the sheer variety of laughter,
from braying and cackling to sniggering and
chortling? Is humour subversive, or can it defuse
dissent? Can we define wit? Packed with illuminating
ideas and a good many excellent jokes, the book
critically examines various well-known theories of
humour, including the idea that it springs from
incongruity and the view that it reflects a mildly
sadistic form of superiority to others. Drawing on a
wide range of literary and philosophical sources, Terry
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Eagleton moves from Aristotle and Aquinas to
Hobbes, Freud, and Bakhtin, looking in particular at
the psychoanalytical mechanisms underlying humour
and its social and political evolution over the
centuries.

Raymond Williams
Several hundred A-Z entries cover Achebe's major
works, important characters and settings, key
concepts and issues, and more. Though best known
as a novelist, Achebe is also a critic, activist, and
spokesman for African culture. This reference is a
comprehensive and authoritative guide to his life and
writings. Included are several hundred alphabetically
arranged entries. Some of these are substantive
summary discussions of Achebe's major works of
fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. Entries are written by
expert contributors and close with brief
bibliographies. The volume also provides a general
bibliography and chronology. Nigerian writer Chinua
Achebe is widely regarded as the most important of
the numerous African novelists who gained global
attention in the second half of the 20th century.
Achebe is certainly the African writer best known in
the West, and his first novel, Things Fall Apart, is a
founding text of postcolonial African literature and
regarded as one of the central works of world
literature of the last 50 years. Though best known as
a novelist, Achebe is also a critic, activist, and
spokesman for African culture. This reference is a
comprehensive and authoritative guide to his life and
writings. Included are several hundred alphabetically
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arranged entries. Some of these are substantive
summary discussions of Achebe's major works of
fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. Other topics include all
of his major fictional characters and settings,
important concepts and issues central to his writings,
historical persons, places, and events relevant to his
works, and influential texts by other writers. Entries
are written by expert contributors and close with brief
bibliographies. The volume also provides a general
bibliography and chronology.

Radical Representations
Offers a thorough examination of the philosophy of
literature, looking at the place of literature in human
culture, what literature can be defined as and much
more.

The Event of Literature
In this revisionary study, Barbara Foley challenges
prevalent myths about left-wing culture in the
Depression-era U.S. Focusing on a broad range of
proletarian novels and little-known archival material,
the author recaptures an important literature and
rewrites a segment of American cultural history long
obscured and distorted by the anti-Communist bias of
contemporaries and critics. Josephine Herbst, William
Attaway, Jack Conroy, Thomas Bell and Tillie Olsen,
are among the radical writers whose work Foley
reexamines. Her fresh approach to the U.S. radicals'
debates over experimentalism, the relation of art to
propaganda, and the nature of proletarian literature
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recasts the relation of writers to the organized left.
Her grasp of the left's positions on the "Negro
question" and the "woman question" enables a
nuanced analysis of the relation of class to race and
gender in the proletarian novel. Moreover, examining
the articulation of political doctrine in different
novelistic modes, Foley develops a model for
discussing the interplay between politics and literary
conventions and genres. Radical Representations
recovers a literature of theoretical and artistic value
meriting renewed attention form those interested in
American literature, American studies, the U. S. left,
and cultural studies generally.

Against the Grain
Frow's book is a novel contribution to Marxist literary
theory, proposing a reconciliation of formalism and
historicism in order to establish the basis for a new
literary history. Through a critique of his forerunners
in Marxist theory, Frow seeks to define the strengths
and the limitations of this tradition and then to extend
its possibilities in a radical reworking of the concept of
discourse.

Marxism and Deconstruction
Marxist Literary Theory: A Reader d is designed to
give both students and lecturers a sense of the
historical formation of a Marxist literary tradition. A
unique compilation of principal texts in that tradition,
it offers the reader new ways of reading Marxism,
literature, theory, and the social possibilities of
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writing. Represented in this reader are: Theodor W.
Adorno, Louis Althusser, Aijaz Ahmad, Chida Amuta,
Etienne Balibar and Pierre Macherey, Roland Barthes,
Walter Benjamin, Ernest Bloch, Bertolt Brecht, Alex
Callinicos, Christopher Caudwell, Terry Eagleton,
Friedrich Engels, Lucien Goldmann, Fredric Jameson,
V. I. Lenin, George Lukacs, Karl Marx, The MarxistFeminist Collective, Jean-Paul Sartre, Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak, Leon Trotsky, V. N. Volosinov,
Galvano Della Volpe, Alick West, and Raymond
Williams.

Literary Theory and Marxist Criticism
A decade after Francis Fukuyama announced the ‘End
of History’, anti-capitalist demonstrators at Seattle
and elsewhere have helped reinvigorate the Left with
the reply ‘another world is possible’. More than
anyone else it was Marx who showed that slogans
such as this were no utopian fantasies, and that
capitalism was just as much a historical mode of
production, no more natural and certainly no less
contradictory, than were the feudal and slave modes
which proceeded it. Paul Blackledge opens this study
with a defence of the Marxist approach to the study of
history against what he argues as being the naive
empiricism of traditional historians and the relativism
of the postmodernists. He moves on to outline Marx
and Engels analyses of concrete historical processes
and their critiques of the alternative historiographic
methodologies of their contemporaries. He then
discusses neglected historical works produced by
Marxists in the half-century or so after Marx and
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Engels’ deaths. Two central chapters survey recent
Marxist debates on, first, the nature of modes of
productions, including slave, feudal and tributary
systems, and the revolutionary transitions between
them; and, second, the methodological debate over
the issue of structure and agency in the movement of
history. Finally, he shows the political relevance of
these debates through a concluding survey of
competing Marxist attempts to periodise the present,
postmodern, conjuncture. This book should be read by
historians, students of cultural, social and political
theory and anti-capitalist activists.

The Political Unconscious
"The classic Wordsworth poem is depicted in vibrant
illustrations, perfect for pint-sized poetry fans."

Humour
This synoptic essay considers the nature and
evolution of the Marxist theory that developed in
Western Europe, after the defeat of the proletarian
rebellions in the West and the isolation of the Russian
Revolution in the East in the early 1920s. It focuses
particularly on the work of Lukács, Korsch and
Gramsci; Adorno, Marcuse and Benjamin; Sartre and
Althusser; and Della Volpe and Colletti, together with
other figures within Western Marxism from 1920 to
1975. The theoretical production of each of these
thinkers is related simultaneously to the practical fate
of working-class struggles and to the cultural
mutations of bourgeois thought in their time. The
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philosophical antecedents of the various school within
this tradition—Lukácsian, Gramscian, Frankfurt,
Sartrean, Althusserian and Della Volpean—are
compared, and the specific innovations of their
respective systems surveyed. The structural unity of
'Western Marxism', beyond the diversity of its
individual thinkers, is then assessed, in a balancesheet that contrasts its heritage with the tradition of
'classical' Marxism that preceded it, and with the
commanding problems which will confront any
historical materialism to succeed it. From the Trade
Paperback edition.
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