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Climbing the Stairs
An all-ages cookbook that celebrates a return to simple, gadget and fad free
cookery - from the team who brought you the Victorian Way YouTube series.

Gentlemen's Gentlemen
UPSTAIRS, an Edwardian home would have been a picture of elegance and calm,
adorned with social gatherings and extravagantly envisioned dinner parties.
DOWNSTAIRS, it was a hive of domestic activity, supported by a body of staff
painstakingly devoted to ensuring the smooth running of the household. Brimming
with family secrets, society scandal, and of course elaborate parties, dresses, and
social customs, the world of an aristocratic Edwardian household as depicted on
the hit show Downton Abbey has captivated millions. But what was life really like
for the people who kept such a household running: the servants? In Life Below
Stairs, international bestselling author Alison Maloney takes readers behind the
scenes to reveal a lively and colorful picture of what went on "downstairs,"
describing servants' daily life in this now-vanished world. Detailing everything from
household structure, pay and conditions, special duties, and rules and regulations,
to perks, entertainment, and even romance, Maloney examines the drudgery and
hardships below stairs, as well as the rewards and pleasures. Thoroughly
researched and reliably informed, this charmingly illustrated volume also contains
first-hand stories from the staff of the time, making it a must-read for anyone
interested in the lifestyle and conduct of a bygone era.

Aprons and Silver Spoons
From the grand houses of Brighton to imposing London mansions, life as a kitchen
maid could be exhausting and demoralising. It’s not just being at the beck and call
of the people upstairs, when even the children of the family can treat you like dirt,
but having to deal with temperamental cooks, starchy butlers and chauffeurs with
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a roving eye. Marriage is the only escape, but with one evening off a week
Margaret has no time to lose. Between Perce the bus conductor (who brings his
mother on dates) and Mr Hailsham the fishmonger (who looks – and smells – a bit
like his wares), her initial prospects are hardly the stuff of dreams. But then she
meets Albert; a butcher boy-turned-milkman. Could he be the perfect husband?
And can she make the perfect wife when, as she soon discovers, years spent
serving others don't prepare you for managing your own life? Soon Margaret
begins to wonder – how can someone like her ever improve their station? Told with
her trademark wit and warmth, Climbing the Stairs is a unique, sharp-eyed tale of
a time when the idea of masters and servants began to lose its sway, and of a
remarkable woman who grasped the opportunities of this brave new world with
both hands. 'Margaret Powell was the first person outside my family to introduce
me to that world, so near and yet seemingly so far away, where servants and their
employers would live their vividly different lives under one roof. Her memories,
funny and poignant, angry and charming, haunted me until, many years later, I
made my own attempts to capture those people for the camera. I certainly owe her
a great debt' Julian Fellowes

The City of Ember
If you liked Downton Abbey and Upstairs, Downstairs, it's time to discover the
reality in Mollie Moran's Sunday Times bestselling memoir, Aprons and Silver
Spoons. 'If you love Downton, this is right up your street!' Closer 'This evocative
memoir provides a fascinating insight into a world that has long since disappeared'
The Sun 'A vivid, entertaining and human glimpse into life in service during the
1930s complete with recipes, tips and photos' My Weekly 'a wonderful book'
Bookbag 'A lovely story' Mailonline When young Mollie became a 'skivvy' in a
stately London townhouse aged just 14, she quickly learned that a large amount of
elbow grease and a sense of humour would be tantamount to surviving there.
Through Mollie's eyes we are offered a fascinating glimpse into London's invisible
'downstairs', a world that has long-since vanished: cooking huge roast dinners,
polishing doorknobs, scrubbing steps - and covering up her employers' scandals.
Going to dances with her fellow servants and flirting with Harrods' errand boys, she
had no idea that the oncoming war in 1939 would change her world, and that of
those she served, forever Discover the real hardships and rewards for a pre-war
domestic servant in Mollie Moran's charming memoir Aprons and Silver Spoons.
Mollie Moran is now ninety-six, living in Bournemouth where she still continues to
demonstrate her skills in the kitchen by hosting huge dinner parties. Over eighty
years after starting as a scullery maid in London, she still keeps in touch with Flo,
the kitchen maid, and her life-long friend.

Servants: A Downstairs History of Britain from the Nineteenth
Century to Modern Times
This collection of essays looks at how films in the last few years have reflected and
juxtaposed the ascent of Barack Obama and his administration. The films
examined here include The Help, Django Unchained, Lincoln, The Mist, Invictus,
Black Dynamite, and The Great Gatsby.
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Downton Abbey Script Book Season 1
Step into the world of domestic service and discover what life was really like for
these unsung heroines (and heroes) of society. Between 1800 and 1950, the role of
servants changed dramatically but they remained the people without whom the
upper and middle classes could not function.Through oral histories, diaries,
newspaper reports and never before seen testimonies, domestic servants tell their
stories, warts and all - Downton it isn't! Revenge on a mistress with a box of
beetles The despair and loneliness of a 14 year old maid The adventure of moving
to London to go into service An escape from an unhappy home lifeFind out about
the 'servant problem' and how servants found work; how National Insurance began
to improve their lot; the impact WW1 had on domestic service; and what was done
to try to make the occupation appealing to a new generation. Praise for Michelle
Higgs'A delightful layman's guide for tourists from 2014, where you'll glean plenty
of juicy detail to paint a more accurate picture of your ancestors' lives.'Family Tree
(for A Visitor's Guide to Victorian England)'An enjoyable and well-written social
history, helpfully revealing more about what life would have been like 'below
stairs'.Who Do You Think You Are? (for Tracing Your Servant Ancestors)'Daily life is
recounted with both historical detail and sympathy, aided by numerous first-person
accounts.'Your Family Tree (for Life in the Victorian and Edwardian Workhouse)'A
lively text which should do much to open up the world of the Victorian prison to the
general reader.'Who Do You Think You Are? (for Prison Life in Victorian England)

Life below Stairs
The real lives of servants in the second half of the twentieth century.

The Stars Beneath Our Feet
A look at the personal lives of the people who served one of the richest families in
Britain.

Things to Do with Mum
A long-suppressed and moving true testament to the strength of the human spirit
and the power of music recounts the World War II experiences of a professional
Warsaw pianist who, though losing his family, survives the Holocaust in hiding.
Reprint. 25,000 first printing.

The Haunting of Hill House
"The right story at the right time. . . . It's not just a narrative; it's an experience. It's
the novel we've been waiting for." --The New York Times A boy tries to steer a safe
path through the projects in Harlem in the wake of his brother's death in this
outstanding debut novel that celebrates community and creativity. ** WINNER OF
THE CORETTA SCOTT KING-JOHN STEPTOE AWARD FOR NEW TALENT! ** MICHAEL
B. JORDAN TO DIRECT MOVIE ADAPTATION! SIX STARRED REVIEWS! It's Christmas
Eve in Harlem, but twelve-year-old Lolly Rachpaul and his mom aren't celebrating.
They're still reeling from his older brother's death in a gang-related shooting just a
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few months earlier. Then Lolly's mother's girlfriend brings him a gift that will
change everything: two enormous bags filled with Legos. Lolly's always loved
Legos, and he prides himself on following the kit instructions exactly. Now, faced
with a pile of building blocks and no instructions, Lolly must find his own way
forward. His path isn't clear--and the pressure to join a "crew," as his brother did, is
always there. When Lolly and his friend are beaten up and robbed, joining a crew
almost seems like the safe choice. But building a fantastical Lego city at the
community center provides Lolly with an escape--and an unexpected bridge back
to the world. David Barclay Moore paints a powerful portrait of a boy teetering on
the edge--of adolescence, of grief, of violence--and shows how Lolly's inventive
spirit helps him build a life with firm foundations and open doors. MORE PRAISE
FOR THE STARS BENEATH OUR FEET: A New York Times Notable Book A Time Top
10 Children's Books of the Year A Boston Globe Best Children's Book of the Year A
Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year A Kirkus Reviews Best Children's Book of
the Year A Shelf Awareness Best Children's Book of the Year An ALA-YALSA Quick
Pick An ALA-ALSC Notable Children's Book "A fast and furious read in which we
meet some amazing people, people that stay with us. David Barclay Moore is an
exciting new voice. We definitely haven't heard the last of his brilliance."
--Jacqueline Woodson, Newbery Honor and National Book Award-winning of Brown
Girl Dreaming "The Stars Beneath Our Feet is about the weight of the world on the
back of a child, and the creative tools necessary to alleviate that pressure. I found
myself rooting for Lolly, and you will too." --Jason Reynolds, Coretta Scott King
Honor Award Winner for As Brave As You

Life Below Stairs
Praise for Lives of the Servants: `Reading this fascinating book is likely to unleash
almost anyone?s Inner Bolshevik?!' Daily Mail `a fascinating portrait of the
drudgery and servility of a domestic's life.' The Age `captures the subtleties of the
English class system to an extraordinary degree.' Midstate Observer 'If the
Brothers Grimm had ended Cinderella where she was being forced to clean the
house by her stepsisters, they might have accidentally been writing Rose
Plummer's biography. The maid's story makes for harsh, heartbreaking, fascinating
reading.? The Daily Telegraph, NZ Born in 1910, Rose Plummer grew up in an East
End slum, where she and fought an unending battle with hunger and squalor. At
the age of fifteen, Rose started work as a live-in maid, and despite the poverty of
her childhood, nothing could have prepared her for the long hours, the
backbreaking work and the harshness of a world in which servants were treated as
if they were less than human. But however difficult life became, Rose found
something to laugh about, and her remarkable spirit and gift for friendship shines
through in her memories of a now-vanished world.

The Real Life Downton Abbey
One 19th century footman complained about the work involved in drawing more
than 40 baths for his household, yet Lady Grenville felt no compunction in
describing her footman as a "lazy flunkey". For centuries a large body of domestic
servants was an often unappreciated foundation for the smooth running of a
household. Today, the warrens of "domestic offices" intrigue visitors. This book
makes sense of these and the social structures behind them. It describes the skills,
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equipment, cleaning methods and work organization of the housemaid,
laundrymaid, footman, valet and hall-boy - the servants who spent their days
polishing fine furniture, and washing brilliant chandeliers, but also sponging filthy
riding habits, and washing babies' nappies. The author also looks at how servants
spent their leisure time. One footman enjoyed rowing on the lake every morning
before work, while others had to sit up late at night sewing their own work-dresses.
Contemporary manuals, diaries, accounts and first hand recollections provide a
vivid insight into what life was really like for those in domestic service. A wealth of
photographs, engravings and panels illustrate the domestic workings of country
houses, many now looked after by the National Trust. This is an absorbing book for
social historians and visitors to country houses alike.

Red at the Bone
The most successful British television drama of our time, the multi-award-winning
Downton Abbey has become a national phenomenon in the U.S. as well. Created by
Julian Fellowes—who received an Academy Award for his screenplay for the
acclaimed Robert Altman motion picture, Gosford Park—Downton Abbey features
stellar performances, ravishing sets and costumes, and, most importantly,
absolutely riveting plots. Now the scripts for the entire first season have been
collected in one volume, along with never before seen material, incisive
commentary, and color photos that will completely immerse fans in the world of
Downton Abbey.

Up and Down Stairs
A photograph of a missing girl on a milk carton leads Janie on a search for her real
identity.

The Rime of the Ancient Mariner
It is 1943 and for 10 year old Annemarie life is still fun. But there are worries too the Nazis have occupied Copenhagen and there are food shortages, curfews and
the threat of being stopped by soldiers and Annemarie's best friend is a Jew.

The Pianist
Second edition of The Pocket Guide to Edwardian England, newly revised and
expanded. The Edwardian Era simplified, organized, and easy to reference. Aimed
towards writers of historical fiction, though genealogists, Downton Abbey fans, and
the curious alike will find this an excellent starting point for their own research.
Compiled from lectures and blog posts on Edwardian Promenade, as well as 70%
more original content, Edwardian England: A Guide to Everyday Life, 1900-1914
poses to give a entry level, but thorough look at the time period made popular by
Downton Abbey and Mr. Selfridge.

Movies in the Age of Obama
A young earl cancels his original wedding plans when he falls in love with the new
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housemaid, Anna, a penniless Russian countess exiled to England. Reissue.

A Little Life
"[A] winningly obsessive history of our relationship with underground places" (The
Guardian), from sacred caves and derelict subway stations to nuclear bunkers and
ancient underground cities--an exploration of the history, science, architecture,
and mythology of the worlds beneath our feet NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR BY NPR When Will Hunt was sixteen years old, he discovered an
abandoned tunnel that ran beneath his house in Providence, Rhode Island. His first
tunnel trips inspired a lifelong fascination with exploring underground worlds, from
the derelict subway stations and sewers of New York City to sacred caves,
catacombs, tombs, bunkers, and ancient underground cities in more than twenty
countries around the world. Underground is both a personal exploration of Hunt's
obsession and a panoramic study of how we are all connected to the underground,
how caves and other dark hollows have frightened and enchanted us through the
ages. In a narrative spanning continents and epochs, Hunt follows a cast of
subterraneaphiles who have dedicated themselves to investigating underground
worlds. He tracks the origins of life with a team of NASA microbiologists a mile
beneath the Black Hills, camps out for three days with urban explorers in the
catacombs and sewers of Paris, descends with an Aboriginal family into a
35,000-year-old mine in the Australian outback, and glimpses a sacred sculpture
molded by Paleolithic artists in the depths of a cave in the Pyrenees. Each
adventure is woven with findings in mythology and anthropology, natural history
and neuroscience, literature and philosophy. In elegant and graceful prose, Hunt
cures us of our "surface chauvinism," opening our eyes to the planet's hidden
dimension. He reveals how the subterranean landscape gave shape to our most
basic beliefs and guided how we think about ourselves as humans. At bottom,
Underground is a meditation on the allure of darkness, the power of mystery, and
our eternal desire to connect with what we cannot see. Praise for Underground "A
mesmerizingly fascinating tale . . . I could not stop reading this beautifully written
book."--Michael Finkel, author of The Stranger in the Woods "Few books have
blown my mind so totally, and so often. In Will Hunt's nimble hands, excursion
becomes inversion, and the darkness turns luminous. There are echoes of Sebald,
Calvino, and Herzog in his elegant and enigmatic voice, but also real warmth and
humor. . . . An intrepid--but far from fearless--journey, both theoretically and
terrestrially."--Robert Moor, New York Times bestselling author of On Trails

The Mums Book
Step back a hundred years to the world of the pampered, privileged upper classes
and look inside Downton Abbey to find out exactly what goes on behind the
magisterial doors of TV's favourite stately home. They were the super rich of their
times, pampered beyond belief - the early 20th century Edwardian gentry, who
lived like superstars, their every desire or need catered to by an army of butlers,
servants, footmen, housekeepers and grooms. Class, money, inheritance, luxury
and snobbery dominated every aspect of the lives of the upper crust Edwardian
family, led by Robert Crawley, The Earl of Grantham - played in the hit show by
Hugh Bonneville. While below stairs the staff, including Carson the Butler (Jim
Carter), Bates the Valet (Brendan Coyle), O'Brien the Ladies' Maid (Siobhan
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Finneran), and Daisy the Kitchen Maid (Sophie McSherra), inhabited a completely
different world, their very lives dependent on servicing the rich, pandering to their
masters' every whim, rubbing shoulders with wealth and privilege, privy to their
most intimate and darkest secrets - yet faced ruin and shame if they ventured to
make the smallest step outside the boundaries of their class ridden world. From
manners and morals to etiquette and style, The Real Life Downton Abbey opens
the doors to TV's favourite stately home.

Over a Hot Stove
Life Below Stairs: The Real Lives of Servants, 1939 to the
Present
Paints a vivid picture of the lives of British servants through the letters and diaries
of those who served in upper crust households and explores the complicated
relationships and social implications between the server and those they served.
20,000 first printing.

Push
Country houses were reliant on an intricate hierarchy of servants, each of whom
provided an essential skill. Up and Down Stairs brings to life this hierarchy and
shows how large numbers of people lived together under strict segregation and
how sometimes this segregation was broken, as with the famous marriage of a
squire to his dairymaid at Uppark. Jeremy Musson captures the voices of the
servants who ran these vast houses, and made them work. From unpublished
memoirs to letters, wages, newspaper articles, he pieces together their daily lives
from the Middle Ages through to the twentieth century. The story of domestic
servants is inseparable from the story of the country house as an icon of power,
civilisation and luxury. This is particularly true with the great estates such as
Chatsworth, Hatfield, Burghley and Wilton. Jeremy Musson looks at how these
grand houses were, for centuries, admired and imitated around the world.

How to Cook the Victorian Way
Pamela Horn uses first-hand accounts and reminiscences, as well as official records
and newspaper reports, to extract the truth about the lives and status of men and
women in domestic service from 1900 to 1939.

A Countess Below Stairs
After the Russian revolution, Russian countess Anna flees to England and takes a
job as servant in the household of the Westerholme family. Desperate to keep her
past a secret, Anna is nearly overwhelmed by her new duties--not to mention her
instant attraction to Rupert, the handsome Earl of Westerholme.

The Book Thief
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ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR The New York Times • The Washington
Post • The Wall Street Journal • NPR • Vanity Fair • Vogue • Minneapolis Star
Tribune • St. Louis Post-Dispatch • The Guardian • O, The Oprah Magazine • Slate
• Newsday • Buzzfeed • The Economist • Newsweek • People • Kansas City Star •
Shelf Awareness • Time Out New York • Huffington Post • Book Riot • Refinery29 •
Bookpage • Publishers Weekly • Kirkus WINNER OF THE KIRKUS PRIZE A MAN
BOOKER PRIZE FINALIST A NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST A Little Life follows
four college classmates—broke, adrift, and buoyed only by their friendship and
ambition—as they move to New York in search of fame and fortune. While their
relationships, which are tinged by addiction, success, and pride, deepen over the
decades, the men are held together by their devotion to the brilliant, enigmatic
Jude, a man scarred by an unspeakable childhood trauma. A hymn to brotherly
bonds and a masterful depiction of love in the twenty-first century, Hanya
Yanagihara’s stunning novel is about the families we are born into, and those that
we make for ourselves.

Goodnight Mister Tom
You've read tales of lady's maids and cooks, housekeepers and nannies, but now
it's time to hear from the other side of life as a servant. From the lamp boy to the
butler, here are the fascinating storis from the men below stairs. This treasuretrove of memories, collected together by Rosina Harrison, bestselling author of The
Lady's Maid, includes the night the ill-fated Edward VIII came to dinner; the time
Charlie Chaplin scandalised the servants with his 'familiar' behaviour - and the
occasion when a hot potato dropped down a lady's décolletage at a veryexclusive
supper party . . .

Servants' Stories
Miniature people who live in an old country house by borrowing things from the
humans are forced to emigrate from their home under the clock.

Edwardian England: A Guide to Everyday Life, 1900-1914
A courageous and determined young teacher opens up a new world of hope and
redemption for sixteen-year-old Precious Jones, an abused young African American
girl living in Harlem who was raped and left pregnant by her father.

Number the Stars
For those eagerly tuning-in to watch Downton Abbey, this is a first-hand account of
life working in the grand country houses of the last century.

Below Stairs
A modern-day classic. This highly acclaimed adventure series about two friends
desperate to save their doomed city has captivated kids and teachers alike for
almost fifteen years and has sold over 3.5 MILLION copies! The city of Ember was
built as a last refuge for the human race. Two hundred years later, the great lamps
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that light the city are beginning to flicker. When Lina finds part of an ancient
message, she’s sure it holds a secret that will save the city. She and her friend
Doon must race to figure out the clues before the lights go out on Ember forever!
Nominated to 28 State Award Lists! An American Library Association Notable
Children’s Book A New York Public Library 100 Titles for Reading and Sharing
Selection A Kirkus Reviews Editors’ Choice A Child Magazine Best Children’s Book A
Mark Twain Award Winner A William Allen White Children’s Book Award Winner “A
realistic post-apocalyptic world. DuPrau’s book leaves Doon and Lina on the verge
of undiscovered country and readers wanting more.” —USA Today “An electric
debut.” —Publishers Weekly, Starred “While Ember is colorless and dark, the book
itself is rich with description.” —VOYA, Starred “A harrowing journey into the
unknown, and cryptic messages for readers to decipher.” —Kirkus Reviews, Starred

The Country House Servant
For the mum who embraces motherhood and all that it entails, The Mums' Book is
a humorous handbook on the ups and downs of being a mother. Featuring:. recipes
for the perfect fairy cakes . tips on how to throw the best children's parties .
examples of the best games to play on long journeys. advice on the best ways to
pamper oneselfPlus other invaluable, and bizarre, pearls of wisdom handed down
from generation to generation. The Mums' Book is also a celebration of
motherhood, a miscellany of hilarious anecdotes and survival techniques from the
world's best mums. No mother should be without this informative and amusing
guide!

The Face on the Milk Carton
In Life Below Stairs, bestselling author Alison Maloney goes behind the scenes to
reveal a detailed picture of what really went on 'downstairs', describing the truelife trials and tribulations of Edwardian servants in a gripping non-fiction account.
Thoroughly researched and reliably informed, it also contains first-hand stories
from the staff of the time. A must-read for anyone interested in the lifestyle and
conduct of a bygone era.

The Borrowers
The 10th-anniversary edition of the No. 1 international bestseller and modern
classic beloved by millions of readers HERE IS A SMALL FACT - YOU ARE GOING TO
DIE 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been
busier. Liesel, a nine-year-old girl, is living with a foster family on Himmel Street.
Her parents have been taken away to a concentration camp. Liesel steals books.
This is her story and the story of the inhabitants of her street when the bombs
begin to fall. SOME IMPORTANT INFORMATION - THIS NOVEL IS NARRATED BY
DEATH The 10th-anniversary edition features pages of bonus content, including
marked-up manuscript pages, original sketches, and pages from the author's
writing notebook.

What the Butler Winked at
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Life Below Stairs
Packed with fun activities that mums and children can enjoy indoors and out, this
book shows how to start your own slime factory; have a go at giddy running; make
your very own teddy mascot; set sail with orange jelly boats; deck the halls with
homemade garlands; have bags of fun with an old pair of jeans; and, rustle up a
leafy autumn scene.

Underground
Brilliantly evoking the long-vanished world of masters and servants portrayed in
Downton Abbey and Upstairs, Downstairs, Margaret Powell's classic memoir of her
time in service, Below Stairs, is the remarkable true story of an indomitable woman
who, though she served in the great houses of England, never stopped aiming
high. Powell first arrived at the servants' entrance of one of those great houses in
the 1920s. As a kitchen maid – the lowest of the low – she entered an entirely new
world; one of stoves to be blacked, vegetables to be scrubbed, mistresses to be
appeased, and bootlaces to be ironed. Work started at 5.30am and went on until
after dark. It was a far cry from her childhood on the beaches of Hove, where
money and food were scarce, but warmth and laughter never were. Yet from the
gentleman with a penchant for stroking the housemaids' curlers, to raucous teadances with errand boys, to the heartbreaking story of Agnes the pregnant underparlormaid, fired for being seduced by her mistress's nephew, Margaret's tales of
her time in service are told with wit, warmth, and a sharp eye for the prejudices of
her situation. Margaret Powell's true story of a life spent in service is a fascinating
"downstairs" portrait of the glittering, long-gone worlds behind the closed doors of
Downton Abbey and 165 Eaton Place.

A Countess Below Stairs
A lavish look at the real world--both the secret history and the behind-the-scenes
drama--of the spellbinding Emmy Award-winning Masterpiece TV series Downton
Abbey April 1912. The sun is rising behind Downton Abbey, a great and splendid
house in a great and splendid park. So secure does it appear that it seems as if the
way it represents will last for another thousand years. It won't. Millions of American
viewers were enthralled by the world of Downton Abbey, the mesmerizing TV
drama of the aristocratic Crawley family--and their servants--on the verge of
dramatic change. On the eve of Season 2 of the TV presentation, this gorgeous
book--illustrated with sketches and research from the production team, as well as
on-set photographs from both seasons--takes us even deeper into that world, with
fresh insights into the story and characters as well as the social history.

The Maid's Tale
"Originally published: New York: Viking Press, 1959; Edition with an introduction by
Laura Miller published 2006"--Title page verso.

The Servants' Story
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Set during the dark and dangerous build-up to the Second World War, Goodnight
Mister Tom follows sad young William Beech, who is evacuated to the idyllic
English countryside and builds a remarkable and moving friendship with the elderly
recluse Tom Oakley. All seems perfect until William is devastatingly summoned by
his mother back to London.-6 women, 7 men

The World of Downton Abbey
"An unexpected teenage pregnancy pulls together two families from different
social classes, and exposes the private hopes, disappointments, and longings that
can bind or divide us from each other. Moving forward and backward in time, [the]
novel uncovers the role that history and community have played in the
experiences, decisions, and relationships of these families, and in the life of the
new child."--Publisher marketing.
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