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Things That Make Us (Sic)
Combines instruction in sentence structure with
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of amusing expressions, and gives tips
on email communication, editing a school paper, and
more. Titles in Barron’s extensive Painless Series
cover a wide range of subjects, as they are taught at
middle school and high school levels. Perfect for
supporting Common Core Standards, these books are
written for students who find the subjects somewhat
confusing, or just need a little extra help. Most of
these books take a lighthearted, humorous approach
to their subjects, and offer fun exercises including
puzzles, games, and challenging “Brain Tickler”
problems to solve. Bonus Online Component: includes
additional games to challenge students, including
Beat the Clock, a line match game, and a word
scramble.

The Original Road Kill Cookbook
What do suicidal pandas, doped-up rock stars, and a
naked Pamela Anderson have in common? They’re all
a heck of a lot more interesting than reading about
predicate nominatives and hyphens. June Casagrande
knows this and has invented a whole new twist on the
grammar book. Grammar Snobs Are Great Big
Meanies is a laugh-out-loud funny collection of
anecdotes and essays on grammar and punctuation,
as well as hilarious critiques of the self-appointed
language experts. Chapters include: I’m Writing This
While Naked—The Oh-So Steamy Predicate
Nominative Semicolonoscopy—Colons, Semicolons,
Dashes, and Other Probing Annoyances I’ll Take "I
Feel Like a Moron" for $200, Alex—When to Put
Punctuation Inside Quotation Marks Snobbery Up with
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You Should Not Put Up—Prepositions Is That a
Dangler in Your Memo or Are You Just Glad to See Me?
Hyphens—Life-Sucking, Mom-and-Apple-Pie-Hating,
Mime-Loving, Nerd-Fight-Inciting Daggers of the
Damned Casagrande delivers practical and fun
language lessons not found anywhere else,
demystifying the subject and taking it back from the
snobs. In short, it’s a grammar book people will
actually want to read—just for the fun of it. From
Publishers Weekly Hoping to make grammar both
accessible and amusing, Casagrande offers practical
and entertaining lessons on common uses and
unfortunate abuses of the English language. The
author, a southern California newspaper columnist,
memorably delineates "who" and "whom"; "can" and
"may"; "affect" and "effect"; and provides pithy
primers on the perennially problematic dark alleys of
language (subjunctives, how to use punctuation
marks around quoted material, possessive gerunds).
In brief, cleverly titled sections, she addresses a slew
of grammar and punctuation questions: "To Boldly
Blow" examines the issue of split infinitives,
"Snobbery Up With Which You Should Not Put" tackles
prepositions and "Is That a Dangler in Your Memo or
Are You Just Glad to See Me?" pokes fun at dangling
modifiers and the confusion they create. By also
touching on e-mail and text messaging, where
traditional rules are commonly ignored, Casagrande
keeps the discussion current. She maintains her sass
and her sense of humor throughout, at one point
calling the hyphen "a nasty, tricky, evil little mark that
gets its kicks igniting argumentsthe Bill Maher of
punctuation." Readers intimidated by style manuals
and Lynne Truss will enjoy this populist grammar
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Copyright © Reed Business Information, a
division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. From
Booklist The author of a grammar column for L.A.
community newspapers, Casagrande brings a lively
approach to her overview of basic grammar. Sensing
that people are intimidated by grammar, she uses
humor to promote her down-to-earth approach to the
topic, labeling grammatical purists as snobs and
bullies. In short, pithily titled chapters, she addresses
common grammar problems, pointing out, for
example, the distinction between who and whom in
"For Whom the Snob Trolls," explaining the split
infinitive in "To Boldly Blow," and discussing
prepositions at the end of sentences in "Snobbery Up
with Which You Should Not Put." She is most helpful
when addressing the language shortcuts taken in text
messaging and e-mail, topics that have not yet been
fully addressed in traditional style manuals. Speaking
of which, she gets in her fair share of jabs at The
Chicago Manual of Style in the particularly funny
chapter "The Kids Are All Wrong," devoted to rockmusic-related language issues. Both sassy and
edifying, Casagrande's little tome will be especially
useful to those in search of basic grammar
instruction. Joanne Wilkinson Copyright © American
Library Association. All rights reserved From AudioFile
Lay, lie, lain? Drink, drank, drunken? The slightest
perceived misuse of English, or American, can rouse
the ire of the "grammar snobs," who delight in
savaging those who dare sully the language. Through
the delightful voice of Shelly Frasier, author
Casagrande gives listeners a set of arrows with which
to pierce the grammar snobs' inflated sense of selfimportance, using liberal doses of humor. Thanks to
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sharp comic timing, you'll get the full effect
of the author's self-effacing expos&EACUTE; of
grammatical crime--and be relieved to know most of
the mistakes you've been accused of making are
usually misdemeanors. Becoming aware of the vast
gray zone of usage makes the English language a
friendlier place. D.J.B. © AudioFile 2006, Portland,
Maine-- Copyright © AudioFile, Portland, Maine --This
text refers to the Audio CD edition.

My Map Book
Observations on the many ways we manage to look
down on others, from “a writer who can make you
laugh out loud on every third page” (The New York
Times Book Review). Snobs are everywhere. At the
gym, at work, at school, and sometimes even lurking
in your own home. But how did we, as a culture, get
this way? With dishy detail, Joseph Epstein skewers all
manner of elitism as he examines how snobbery
works, where it thrives, and the pitfalls and perils in
thinking you’re better than anyone else. Offering arch
observations on the new footholds of snobbery,
including food, fashion, high-achieving children,
schools, politics, being with-it—whatever “it”
is—name-dropping, and much more, Epstein explores
the shallows and depths of a concept that has
become part of our everyday lives . . . for better or
worse. “Smart, witty, perceptive . . . and almost
always—in the best sense of the word—entertaining,”
Snobbery provides the ultimate social commentary on
arrogance in America (TheWashington Post Book
World). It’s a book you shouldn’t be caught dead
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Because Internet
MORE missspellings! MORE badder grammar! MORE
than 150 photos of laugh-out-loud funny signs from
the creators of the smash-hit book (and Facebook
group) I Judge You When You Use Poor Grammar.
After the success of her first hilarious collection of
poorly worded signs—and with 430,000 members on
her Facebook page—Sharon Eliza Nichols returns with
an all-new assortment of the most ungrammatical,
outrageous, and ridiculous mistakes ever put into
print. Featuring actual photos of actual signs in actual
locations, these billboard blunders are sure to delight
grammar groupies, punctuation sticklers, and pretty
much anyone who can read. Whether you groan in
frustration, shake your head in disbelief, or howl with
laughter, this wonderful humor book will convince you
that it's just a sign of the times.

The Big Book of Words You Should Know
A page-turning, existential romp through the life and
times of the world’s most polarizing punctuation mark
The semicolon. Stephen King, Hemingway, Vonnegut,
and Orwell detest it. Herman Melville, Henry James,
and Rebecca Solnit love it. But why? When is it
effective? Have we been misusing it? Should we even
care? In Semicolon, Cecelia Watson charts the rise
and fall of this infamous punctuation mark, which for
years was the trendiest one in the world of letters.
But in the nineteenth century, as grammar books
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became
all the rage, the rules of how we use
language became both stricter and more confusing,
with the semicolon a prime victim. Taking us on a
breezy journey through a range of examples—from
Milton’s manuscripts to Martin Luther King Jr.’s
“Letters from Birmingham Jail” to Raymond
Chandler’s The Big Sleep—Watson reveals how
traditional grammar rules make us less successful at
communicating with each other than we’d think. Even
the most die-hard grammar fanatics would be better
served by tossing the rule books and learning a better
way to engage with language. Through her rollicking
biography of the semicolon, Watson writes a guide to
grammar that explains why we don’t need guides at
all, and refocuses our attention on the deepest, most
primary value of language: true communication.

The Best Punctuation Book, Period
Editing is often seen as one item on a list of steps in
the writing process—usually put somewhere near the
end, and often completely crowded out of writer's
workshop. Too many times daily editing lessons
happen in a vacuum, with no relationship to what
students are writing. In Everyday Editing, Jeff
Anderson asks teachers to reflect on what sort of
message this approach sends to students. Does it tell
them that editing and revision are meaningful parts of
the writing process, or just a hunt for errors with a
50/50 chance of getting it right—comma or no
comma? Instead of rehearsing errors and drilling
students on what's wrong with a sentence, Jeff invites
students to look carefully at their writing along with
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texts, and to think about how punctuation,
grammar, and style can be best used to hone and
communicate meaning. Written in Jeff's
characteristically witty style, this refreshing and
practical guide offers an overview of his approach to
editing within the writing workshop as well as ten
detailed sets of lessons covering everything from
apostrophes to serial commas. These lessons can be
used throughout the year to replace Daily Oral
Language or error-based editing strategies with a
more effective method for improving student writing.

Snobbery
What do suicidal pandas, doped-up rock stars, and a
naked Pamela Anderson have in common? They’re all
a heck of a lot more interesting than reading about
predicate nominatives and hyphens. June Casagrande
knows this and has invented a whole new twist on the
grammar book. Grammar Snobs Are Great Big
Meanies is a laugh-out-loud funny collection of
anecdotes and essays on grammar and punctuation,
as well as hilarious critiques of the self-appointed
language experts. Chapters include: I’m Writing This
While Naked—The Oh-So Steamy Predicate
Nominative Semicolonoscopy—Colons, Semicolons,
Dashes, and Other Probing Annoyances I’ll Take "I
Feel Like a Moron" for $200, Alex—When to Put
Punctuation Inside Quotation Marks Snobbery Up with
Which You Should Not Put Up—Prepositions Is That a
Dangler in Your Memo or Are You Just Glad to See Me?
Hyphens—Life-Sucking, Mom-and-Apple-Pie-Hating,
Mime-Loving, Nerd-Fight-Inciting Daggers of the
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Damned
Casagrande delivers practical and fun
language lessons not found anywhere else,
demystifying the subject and taking it back from the
snobs. In short, it’s a grammar book people will
actually want to read—just for the fun of it.

Delusions of Grammar
We all know the basics of punctuation. Or do we? A
look at most neighborhood signage tells a different
story. Through sloppy usage and low standards on the
internet, in email, and now text messages, we have
made proper punctuation an endangered species. In
Eats, Shoots & Leaves, former editor Lynne Truss
dares to say, in her delightfully urbane, witty, and
very English way, that it is time to look at our
commas and semicolons and see them as the
wonderful and necessary things they are. This is a
book for people who love punctuation and get upset
when it is mishandled. From the invention of the
question mark in the time of Charlemagne to George
Orwell shunning the semicolon, this lively history
makes a powerful case for the preservation of a
system of printing conventions that is much too
subtle to be mucked about with.

The Grouchy Grammarian
The Chicago Guide to Grammar, Usage,
and Punctuation
Approaching grammar as a process and not a
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this text engages readers in a conversation
about English that will help them reflect on how their
language works and understand the social judgments
that accompany language use--making them feel they
are active participants in shaping their language
rather than passive victims of grammar rules that
someone imposes on them. Employing the
terminology of traditional grammar combined with the
insights gained by modern linguistic analysis, it
describes English as an instrument of communication,
and lays the necessary groundwork for thinking about
language so that students can extend what they learn
to new situations and apply their knowledge of
language in ways most useful to them. Three different
types of exercises support the learning and review
processes and motivate readers to think, talk, and
write about English with increasing confidence and
sophistication as the term progresses.

The Law of Attraction, Plain and Simple
Having already made a name for herself with
"Grammar Snobs Are Great Big Meanies," Casagrande
takes on the 101 most frequently attacked usage
choices.

More Badder Grammar!
A linguist’s entertaining and highly informed guide to
what languages are and how they function. Think you
know language? Think again. There are languages
that change when your mother-in-law is present. The
language you speak could make you more prone to
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Swear words are produced in a special part
of your brain. Over the past few decades, we have
reached new frontiers of linguistic knowledge.
Linguists can now explain how and why language
changes, describe its structures, and map its activity
in the brain. But despite these advances, much of
what people believe about language is based on
folklore, instinct, or hearsay. We imagine a word’s
origin is it’s “true” meaning, that foreign languages
are full of “untranslatable” words, or that grammatical
mistakes undermine English. In Don’t Believe A Word,
linguist David Shariatmadari takes us on a mindboggling journey through the science of language,
urging us to abandon our prejudices in a bid to
uncover the (far more interesting) truth about what
we do with words. Exploding nine widely held myths
about language while introducing us to some of the
fundamental insights of modern linguistics,
Shariatmadari is an energetic guide to the beauty and
quirkiness of humanity’s greatest achievement.

The Furniture Doctor
A lighthearted usage guide shares a latest treasury of
language pet peeves and common grammatical
mistakes.

Semicolon
"Eleven simple steps to attaining joy, freedom, and
inner peace in every area of life"--Provided by
publisher.
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For Who the Bell Tolls
In this wickedly humorous manual, language
columnist June Casagrande uses grammar and syntax
to show exactly what makes some sentences
great—and other sentences suck. Great writing isn’t
born, it’s built—sentence by sentence. But too many
writers—and writing guides—overlook this most
important unit. The result? Manuscripts that will never
be published and writing careers that will never begin.
With chapters on “Conjunctions That Kill” and “Words
Gone Wild,” this lighthearted guide is perfect for
anyone who’s dead serious about writing, from
aspiring novelists to nonfiction writers, conscientious
students to cheeky literati. So roll up your sleeves and
prepare to craft one bold, effective sentence after
another. Your readers will thank you.

Everyday Editing
The only fun, friendly, and surefire defense against
the grammar snobs Having already made a name for
herself with Grammar Snobs Are Great Big Meanies,
now in its fifth printing, June Casagrande returns with
Mortal Syntax, taking on the 101 most frequently
attacked usage choices. Dedicating one short chapter
to each, Casagrande brings her subject to life,
teaching English usage through lively and amusing
personal anecdotes. Mortal Syntax includes such
chapters as: ? "I wish I was taller" ? "I am
continuously watching Simpsons reruns" ? "Was it
Horton that heard the Who?" Casagrande's clear and
concise lessons-with entertaining titles and themesPage 12/29
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a potentially prickly subject go down like a
spoonful of sugar.

Grammar Snobs are Great Big Meanies
Is American English in decline? Are regional dialects
dying out? Is there a difference between men and
women in how they adapt to linguistic variations?
These questions, and more, about our language
catapulted Robert MacNeil and William Cran—the
authors (with Robert McCrum) of the language classic
The Story of English—across the country in search of
the answers. Do You Speak American? is the tale of
their discoveries, which provocatively show how the
standard for American English—if a standard
exists—is changing quickly and dramatically. On a
journey that takes them from the Northeast, through
Appalachia and the Deep South, and west to
California, the authors observe everyday verbal
interactions and in a host of interviews with native
speakers glean the linguistic quirks and traditions
characteristic of each area. While examining the
histories and controversies surrounding both written
and spoken American English, they address anxieties
and assumptions that, when explored, are highly
emotional, such as the growing influence of Spanish
as a threat to American English and the special
treatment of African-American vernacular English.
And, challenging the purists who think grammatical
standards are in serious deterioration and that media
saturation of our culture is homogenizing our speech,
they surprise us with unpredictable responses. With
insight and wit, MacNeil and Cran bring us a
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book that is at once a celebration and a
potent study of our singular language. Each wave of
immigration has brought new words to enrich the
American language. Do you recognize the origin of 1.
blunderbuss, sleigh, stoop, coleslaw, boss, waffle? Or
2. dumb, ouch, shyster, check, kaput, scram,
bummer? Or 3. phooey, pastrami, glitch, kibbitz,
schnozzle? Or 4. broccoli, espresso, pizza, pasta,
macaroni, radio? Or 5. smithereens, lollapalooza,
speakeasy, hooligan? Or 6. vamoose, chaps,
stampede, mustang, ranch, corral? 1. Dutch 2.
German 3. Yiddish 4. Italian 5. Irish 6. Spanish

Don't Believe a Word: The Surprising
Truth About Language
A witty, informative guide to writing from Random
House's longtime copy chief and one of Twitter's
leading language gurus--a twenty-first-century
Elements of Style. We're all of us writers: We write
term papers and office memos, letters to teachers
and product reviews, appeals to politicians, journals,
and blog entries. Some of us write books. All of us
write emails. And we all want to write them better:
We want to make our points more clearly, more
elegantly; we want our writing to be appreciated, to
be more effective; we want--to be quite honest--to
make fewer mistakes. Benjamin Dreyer is here to
help. As authoritative as it is amusing, Dreyer's
English distills everything Random House copy chief
Benjamin Dreyer has learned from the scores of books
he has copyedited into a useful guide not just for
writers but for everyone who wants to put their best
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foot forward
in writing prose. Dreyer offers lessons on
the ins and outs of punctuation and grammar,
including how to navigate the words he calls the
confusables, such as tricky homophones; the myriad
ways to use (and misuse) a comma; and how to
recognize--though not necessarily do away with--the
passive voice. People are sharing their writing more
than ever and this book lays out, clearly and
comprehensibly, everything writers can do to keep
readers focused on the real reason writers write: to
communicate their ideas clearly and effectively.
Chockful of advice, insider wisdom, and fun facts on
the rules (and nonrules) of the English language, this
book will prove invaluable to everyone who wants to
shore up their writing skills, mandatory for people
who spend their time editing and shaping other
people's prose, and--perhaps best of all--an utter treat
for anyone who simply revels in language.

Grammar Snobs Are Great Big Meanies
A hilarious compilation of witty anecdotes and
trenchant essays on the mysteries of grammar and
punctuation takes a poke at self-appointed language
experts as it discusses such topics as predicate
nominatives, colons and semicolons, quotation marks,
prepositions, hyphens, and more. Original.

Mortal Syntax
Do you commit apostrophe atrocities? Are you
tormented by the lie/lay conundrum? Do you find
yourself stuck between floaters and danglers? Do
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and your verbs refuse to agree? If so,
you're not alone. Some of the most prominent
professionalsin TV broadcasting and at major
newspapers and magazines-people whoreally should
know better-are guilty of making all-toocommongrammatical errors. In this delightfully
amusing, clever guide,Thomas Parrish points out reallife grammar gaffes from top-notchpublications such
as the New York Times and the New Yorker toillustrate
just how widespread these errors are. With red pen
inhand, Parrish's fictional friend the Grouchy
Grammarian leads thecharge, examining the fortyseven most common mistakes in Englishand
imparting the basics of good grammar with a
charming mixture offussiness and common sense. All
of which makes The GrouchyGrammarian the most
entertaining, accessible how-not-to guideyou'll ever
read.

Painless Grammar
"Hilarious…This book charmed my socks off."
—Patricia O’Conner, New York Times Book Review
Mary Norris has spent more than three decades
working in The New Yorker’s renowned copy
department, helping to maintain its celebrated high
standards. In Between You & Me, she brings her vast
experience with grammar and usage, her good cheer
and irreverence, and her finely sharpened pencils to
help the rest of us in a boisterous language book as
full of life as it is of practical advice. Named a Best
Book of the Year by NPR, Amazon, Wall Street Journal,
Publishers Weekly, Kirkus, and Library Journal.
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How to Not Write Bad
Britain is dominated by an oligarchy of professional
egalitarians. Their aim is not to raise popular
aspirations but to exploit mass taste, mass gullibility,
or mass spending power for their own advantage. The
author shows their populism is in fact 'a perversion of
democracy, the sickness of the age'.

The Trust Edge
MORE missspellings! MORE badder grammar! MORE
than 350 photos of laugh-out-loud funny signs from
the creator of the smash-hit books (and Facebook
groups) I Judge You When You Use Poor Grammar and
More Badder Grammar here together for the first time
in one awesome bind-up. Sharon Eliza Nichols
pleases, thrills, horrifies, and amuses her audience
with an all-new assortment of the most
ungrammatical, outrageous, and ridiculous mistakes
ever put into print. Featuring actual photos of actual
signs in actual locations, these billboard blunders are
sure to delight grammar groupies, punctuation
sticklers, and pretty much anyone who can read.

Grammar Snobs Are Great Big Meanies
Supplies humorous advice on how to cook animals
found dead by the side of the road

Do You Speak American?
Language columnist June Casagrande presents a fun
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guide to everything a grown-up interested
in grammar needs to know. When it comes to
grammar, it seems like everyone—even die-hard word
nerds—feel they "missed something" in school. The
Joy of Syntax picks up where sixth grade left off,
providing a fresh foundation in English syntax served
up by someone with an impressive record of making
this otherwise inaccessible subject a true joy. With
simple, pithy information on everything from basic
parts of speech and sentence structure to usage and
grammar pitfalls, this guide provides everything you
need to approach grammar with confidence.

The Story of French
AN INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER!! Named
a Best Book of 2019 by TIME, Amazon, and The
Washington Post A Wired Must-Read Book of Summer
"Gretchen McCulloch is the internet's favorite linguist,
and this book is essential reading. Reading her work is
like suddenly being able to see the matrix." --Jonny
Sun, author of everyone's a aliebn when ur a aliebn
too Because Internet is for anyone who's ever puzzled
over how to punctuate a text message or wondered
where memes come from. It's the perfect book for
understanding how the internet is changing the
English language, why that's a good thing, and what
our online interactions reveal about who we are.
Language is humanity's most spectacular open-source
project, and the internet is making our language
change faster and in more interesting ways than ever
before. Internet conversations are structured by the
shape of our apps and platforms, from the grammar
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updates to the protocols of comments and
@replies. Linguistically inventive online communities
spread new slang and jargon with dizzying speed.
What's more, social media is a vast laboratory of
unedited, unfiltered words where we can watch
language evolve in real time. Even the most absurdlooking slang has genuine patterns behind it. Internet
linguist Gretchen McCulloch explores the deep forces
that shape human language and influence the way we
communicate with one another. She explains how
your first social internet experience influences
whether you prefer "LOL" or "lol," why ~sparkly
tildes~ succeeded where centuries of proposals for
irony punctuation had failed, what emoji have in
common with physical gestures, and how the artfully
disarrayed language of animal memes like lolcats and
doggo made them more likely to spread.

Eats, Shoots & Leaves
Do you know what "quatrefoil" and "impolitic" mean?
What about "halcyon" or "narcolepsy"? This book is a
handy, easy-to-read reference guide to the proper
parlance for any situation. In this book you will find:
Words You Absolutely Should Know (covert,
exonerate, perimeter); Words You Should Know But
Probably Don't (dour, incendiary, scintilla); Words
Most People Don't Know (schlimazel, thaumaturgy,
epergne); Words You Should Know to Sound
Overeducated (ad infinitum, nugatory, garrulity);
Words You Probably Shouldn't Know (priapic,
damnatory, labia majora); and more. Whether writing
an essay, studying for a test, or trying to impress
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family, and fellow cocktail party guests with
their prolixity, you will achieve magniloquence,
ebullience, and flights of rhetorical brilliance.

Advanced Grammar & Vocabulary
A fascinating exploration of the historical and cultural
development of the French language from the
bestselling authors of Sixty Million Frenchmen Can’t
Be Wrong. Imagine a language that is watched over
by a group of forty “Immortals,” a language with rules
so complex that few people ever completely master
it, whose status as the world’s lingua franca has been
declining for two centuries, whose use in global
institutions is waning and whose speakers are so
insecure they pass laws banning the use of other
languages and spend millions of tax-payers’ dollars to
make sure it gets used in literature, music and film.
Now imagine a language that is second only to
English for the number of countries where it is spoken
officially, surpassing both Spanish or Arabic, a
language that is the official tongue of two G-7
countries and three European nations, that is
employed alongside English in most international
institutions and that is the number-two choice of
language students across the planet – a language
with two million teachers and 100 million students
worldwide, and whose number of speakers has tripled
in the last fifty years. This paradox is the backdrop for
The Story of French, in which bilingual Canadian
authors Jean-Benoît Nadeau and Julie Barlow unravel
the mysteries of a language that has maintained its
global influence in spite of the ascendancy of English.
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historical analysis with journalistic observation,
and drawing on their experiences living in and
travelling to French-speaking countries, they explore
how the French language developed over the
centuries, how it came to be spoken in the Americas,
Africa and Asia, and how it has maintained its global
appeal. From the Hardcover edition.

I Judge You When You Use Poor Grammar
In each spread of this bold and humorous picture
book, available for the first time since 1995, children
can examine their place in the world around them
through detailed and engaging maps. Twelve
beautifully illustrated maps such as Map of My Day
and Map of My Tummy will fascinate children. When
finished reading the book, children can unfold the
jacket -- it turns into a poster-size map!

English Grammar
Argues that the foundation of success in business and
personal pursuits is building trust, and outlines how to
implement the eight pillars of trust in order to enjoy
better relationships, reputations, and results.

Dreyer's English
The best-selling guide to keeping furniture in the
finest and most beautiful condition, with complete
information on proper repair and refinishing
techniques from the legendary expert on antiques
and their restoration. B & W photographs throughout
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The Book of Snobs
Offers a guide for crafting sentences and paragraphs
that are both effective and interesting and that
combine clarity with correct spelling, punctuation, and
grammar.

New Elites
This all-in-one reference is a quick and easy way for
book, magazine, online, academic, and business
writers to look up sticky punctuation questions for all
styles including AP (Associated Press), MLA (Modern
Language Association), APA (American Psychological
Association), and Chicago Manual of Style. Punctuate
with Confidence—No Matter the Style Confused about
punctuation? There’s a reason. Everywhere you turn,
publications seem to follow different rules on
everything from possessive apostrophes to hyphens
to serial commas. Then there are all the gray areas of
punctuation—situations the rule books gloss over or
never mention at all. At last, help has arrived. This
complete reference guide from grammar columnist
June Casagrande covers the basic rules of punctuation
plus the finer points not addressed anywhere else,
offering clear answers to perplexing questions about
semicolons, quotation marks, periods, apostrophes,
and more. Better yet, this is the only guide that uses
handy icons to show how punctuation rules differ for
book, news, academic, and science styles—so you can
boldly switch between essays, online newsletters,
reports, fiction, and magazine and news articles. This
handbook also features rulings from an expert
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“Punctuation
Panel” so you can see how working pros
approach sticky situations. And the second half of the
book features an alphabetical master list of commonly
punctuated terms worth its weight in gold, combining
rulings from the major style guides and showing
exactly where they differ. With The Best Punctuation
Book, Period, you’ll be able to handle any punctuation
predicament in a flash—and with aplomb.

The Joy of Syntax
A collection of photos features misspelled and
ungrammatical signs from across the United States
and the world, along with captions that further clarify
or amplify their humorous aspects, including "We are
doing toilets cleaning, so sorry for the incontinence"
(at KFC), "No parking aloud" (street sign), and many
more. Original.

Mortal Syntax
The authoritative guide to using the English language
effectively, from “the greatest writer on grammar and
usage that this country has ever produced” (David
Yerkes, Columbia University). The author of The
Chicago Manual of Style’s popular “Grammar and
Usage” chapter, Bryan A. Garner is renowned for
explaining the vagaries of English with absolute
precision and utmost clarity. With The Chicago Guide
to Grammar, Usage, and Punctuation, he has written
the definitive guide for writers who want their prose
to be both memorable and correct. Garner describes
standard literary English—the forms that mark writers
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and speakers
as educated users of the language. He
also offers historical context for understanding the
development of these forms. The section on grammar
explains how the canonical parts of speech came to
be identified, while the section on syntax covers the
nuances of sentence patterns as well as both
traditional sentence diagramming and
transformational grammar. The usage section
provides an unprecedented trove of empirical
evidence in the form of Google Ngrams, diagrams
that illustrate the changing prevalence of specific
terms over decades and even centuries of English
literature. Garner also treats punctuation and word
formation, and concludes the book with an exhaustive
glossary of grammatical terms and a bibliography of
suggested further reading and references. The
Chicago Guide to Grammar, Usage, and Punctuation is
a magisterial work, the culmination of Garner’s
lifelong study of the English language. The result is a
landmark resource that will offer clear guidelines to
students, writers, and editors alike. “[A manual] for
those of us laboring to produce expository prose:
nonfiction books, journalistic articles, memorandums,
business letters. The conservatism of his advice
pushes you to consider audience and occasion, so
that you will understand when to follow convention
and when you can safely break it.”—John E. McIntyre,
Baltimore Sun

Between You & Me: Confessions of a
Comma Queen
For the past twenty-five years Americans have relied
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on Pulitzer
Prize-winning wordsmith William Safire for
their weekly dose of linguistic illumination in The New
York Times Magazine's column "On Language" -- one
of the most popular features of the magazine and a
Sunday-morning staple for innumerable fans. He is
the most widely read writer on the English language
today. Safire is the guru of contemporary vocabulary,
speech, language, usage and writing. Dedicated and
disputatious readers itch to pick up each column and
respond to the week's linguistic wisdom with a gotcha
letter to the Times. The Right Word in the Right Place
at the Right Time marks the publication of Safire's
sixteenth book on language. This collection is a
classic to be read, re-read, enjoyed and fought over.
Fans, critics and fellow linguists wait with bated (from
the French abattre "to beat down") breath for each
new anthology -- and, like its predecessors, this one is
bound to satisfy and delight. Safire finds fodder for his
columns in politics and current events, as well as in
science, technology, entertainment and daily life. The
self-proclaimed card-carrying language maven and
pop grammarian is not above tackling his own
linguistic blunders as he detects language trends and
tracks words, phrases and clichés to their source.
Scholarly, entertaining and thoughtful, Safire's critical
observations about language and slanguage are at
once provocative and enlightening. Safire is America's
go-to guy when it comes to language, and he has
included sharp and passionately opinionated letters
from readers across the English-speaking world who
have been unable to resist picking up a pen to put the
maven himself in his place or to offer alternate
interpretations, additional examples, amusing
anecdotes or just props. The Right Word in the Right
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at the Right Time is a fascinating, learned and
piquant look at the oddities and foibles that find their
way into the English language. Exposing linguistic
hooey and rigamarole and filled with Safire's
trademark wisdom, this book has a place on the desk
or bedside table of all who share his profound love of
the English language -- as well as his penchant for
asking "What does that mean?" Or, "Wassat?" This
new collection is sure to delight readers, writers and
word lovers everywhere and spark the interest of
anyone who has ever wondered, "Where did the
phrase 'brazen hussy' come from?"

Wired for Story
This book is for people who experience heartbreak
over love notes with subject-verb disagreementsfor
anyone who's ever considered hanging up the phone
on people who pepper their speech with such gems as
"irregardless," "expresso," or "disorientated"and for
the earnest souls who wonder if it's "Woe is Me," or
"Woe is I," or even "Woe am I." Martha
Brockenbrough's Things That Make Us (Sic) is a laughout-loud guide to grammar and language, a snarkier
American answer to Lynn Truss's runaway success,
Eats, Shoots & Leaves. Brockenbrough is the founder
of National Grammar Day and SPOGG -- the Society
for the Promotion of Good Grammar -- and as serious
as she is about proper usage, her voice is funny,
irreverent, and never condescending. Things That
Make Us (Sic) addresses common language stumbling
stones such as evil twins, clichés, jargon, and flab,
and offers all the spelling tips, hints, and rules that
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to print. It's also hugely entertaining, with
letters to high-profile language abusers, including
David Hasselhoff, George W. Bush, and Canada's
Maple Leafs [sic], as well as a letter to --and a reply
from -- Her Majesty, the Queen of England.
Brockenbrough has written a unique compendium
combining letters, pop culture references, handy
cheat sheets, rants, and historical references that is
as helpful as it is hilarious.

It Was the Best of Sentences, It Was the
Worst of Sentences
Yes, I Could Care Less
"This guide reveals how writers can take advantage of
the brain's hard-wired responses to story to captivate
their readers' minds through each plot
element"--Provided by publisher.

The Right Word in the Right Place at the
Right Time
For Who the Bell Tolls is a book that explains the
grammar that people really need to know, such as the
fact that an apostrophe is the difference between a
company that knows its s*** and a company that
knows it's s***, or the importance of capital letters to
avoid ambiguity in such sentences as 'I helped my
Uncle Jack off his horse.' David Marsh's lifelong
mission has been to create order out of chaos. For
four decades, he has worked for newspapers, from
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the Sun
to the Financial Times, from local weeklies
that sold a few thousand copies to the Guardian, with
its global readership of nine million, turning the sow's
ear of rough-and-ready reportage into a passable
imitation of a silk purse. The chaos might be sloppy
syntax, a disregard for grammar or a fundamental
misunderstanding of what grammar is. It could be an
adherence to 'rules' that have no real basis and get in
the way of fluent, unambiguous communication at the
expense of ones that are actually useful. Clear,
honest use of English has many enemies: politicians,
business and marketing people, local authority and
civil service jargonauts, rail companies, estate agents,
academics . . . and some journalists. This is the book
to help defeat them. 'A splendid and, more
importantly, sane book on English grammar.' Mark
Forsyth, author of The Etymologicon
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