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Materialism
Objects and Persons
Immanuel Kant’s Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals is one of the most
important texts in the history of ethics. In it Kant searches for the supreme
principle of morality and argues for a conception of the moral life that has made
this work a continuing source of controversy and an object of reinterpretation for
over two centuries. This new edition of Kant’s work provides a fresh translation
that is uniquely faithful to the German original and more fully annotated than any
previous translation. There are also four essays by well-known scholars that
discuss Kant’s views and the philosophical issues raised by the Groundwork. J.B.
Schneewind defends the continuing interest in Kantian ethics by examining its
historical relation both to the ethical thought that preceded it and to its influence
on the ethical theories that came after it; Marcia Baron sheds light on Kant’s
famous views about moral motivation; and Shelly Kagan and Allen W. Wood
advocate contrasting interpretations of Kantian ethics and its practical
implications.

Every Thing Must Go:Metaphysics Naturalized
With the rise of science, we moderns believe, the world changed irrevocably,
separating us forever from our primitive, premodern ancestors. But if we were to
let go of this fond conviction, Bruno Latour asks, what would the world look like?
His book, an anthropology of science, shows us how much of modernity is actually
a matter of faith. What does it mean to be modern? What difference does the
scientific method make? The difference, Latour explains, is in our careful
distinctions between nature and society, between human and thing, distinctions
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that our benighted ancestors, in their world of alchemy, astrology, and phrenology,
never made. But alongside this purifying practice that defines modernity, there
exists another seemingly contrary one: the construction of systems that mix
politics, science, technology, and nature. The ozone debate is such a hybrid, in
Latour’s analysis, as are global warming, deforestation, even the idea of black
holes. As these hybrids proliferate, the prospect of keeping nature and culture in
their separate mental chambers becomes overwhelming—and rather than try,
Latour suggests, we should rethink our distinctions, rethink the definition and
constitution of modernity itself. His book offers a new explanation of science that
finally recognizes the connections between nature and culture—and so, between
our culture and others, past and present. Nothing short of a reworking of our
mental landscape. We Have Never Been Modern blurs the boundaries among
science, the humanities, and the social sciences to enhance understanding on all
sides. A summation of the work of one of the most influential and provocative
interpreters of science, it aims at saving what is good and valuable in modernity
and replacing the rest with a broader, fairer, and finer sense of possibility.

The Elements and Patterns of Being
Scientific Metaphysics collects original essays by leading philosophers of science
on the question of whether metaphysics can and should be naturalized--that is,
conducted as a part of natural science. Some people think the idea of naturalized
metaphysics is a contradiction in terms: metaphysics is by definition about matters
that transcend the domain of empirical inquiry. Most of the authors here disagree:
they argue that if metaphysics is to hold outany prospect of identifying objective
truths, it must be continuous with and inspired by science, or even be of some
positive use to science. The essays offer various points of view on the relationship
betweennaturalized metaphysics, more traditional forms of metaphysics, and the
wider history of philosophy, and draw on examples from physics, biology,
economics, psychology. At stake is the question of whether metaphysics should
give way to science and disappear from contemporary inquiry, or continue as an
activity that unifies the particular sciences into a single naturalistic worldview.

Every Thing Must Go
Modal Logic as Metaphysics
My Big TOE, written by a nuclear physicist in the language of contemporary
Western culture, unifies science and philosophy, physics and metaphysics, mind
and matter, purpose and meaning, the normal and the paranormal. The entirety of
human experience (mind, body, and spirit) including both our objective and
subjective worlds, are brought together under one seamless scientific
understanding. If you have a logical, open, and inquisitive mind - an attitude of
scientific pragmatism that appreciates the elegance of fundamental truth and the
thrill of breakthrough - you will enjoy this journey of personal and scientific
discovery. Based upon careful scientific research and logical deduction, this is a
book for all who have an interest in the nature of the reality in which they exist. My
Big TOE is not only about scientific theory, function, process, and discovery - but
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also speaks to each individual reader about their innate capabilities. Readers will
learn to appreciate that their human potential stretches far beyond the limitations
of the physical universe. This trilogy delivers the next major scientific conceptual
breakthrough since relativity and quantum mechanics raised scientific eyebrows in
the first half of the twentieth century. No catch, no megalomania, no hypothetical
wackiness, no goofy beliefs, no unusual assumptions - just straightforward science
that better describes the totality of our experience and provides a wealth of
practical results and new understanding that can be applied personally and
professionally by scientists and nonscientists alike. This is the real thing. My Big
TOE is about life, purpose, personal significance, physics, evolution, and the reason
why. The acronym "TOE" is a standard term in the physics community that stands
for "Theory Of Everything." Such a theory has been the "Holy Grail" of physicists
for more than fifty years. My Big TOE delivers the solution to that scientific quest at
the layman's level with precision and clarity. This book is an adventure into the
overlapping worlds of science, philosophy, and metaphysics. It is tightly analytical
and logical as all good works of science and philosophy should be, while at the
same time down to earth, easily understandable, and full of good humor. No leaps
of faith or beliefs of any sort are required to get to where these books will take
you. Campbell did not put the "My" in My Big TOE to flaunt pride of authorship. Nor
does the "My" indicate any lack of generality or applicability to others. The "My"
was added to be a constant reminder to you that this reality model cannot serve as
your personal Big TOE until it is based upon your personal experience. On the other
hand, personal or subjective experience is only one piece of the reality puzzle. In
the objective physical world of traditional science, My Big TOE delivers a
comprehensive model of reality that subsumes modern science, describes our
objective material reality, and is universally applicable. Contemporary physics is
shown to be a special case of a more general set of basic principles.Physics is in
the business of modeling reality. General Relativity, Quantum Mechanics, and
currently String Theory have all unsuccessfully tried to produce an overarching
model of our objective reality. In the physics community, these one-theory-explainsall reality models are called TOEs. This particular TOE is Big because it successfully
integrates metaphysics and physics into a single unified big-picture view of our
larger reality. The My Big TOE trilogy provides a rational, logically consistent
Theory Of Everything, develops the required new paradigms to support that
theory, constructs a solid scientific foundation for future explorations to be built
upon, and explains the interfaces and connections between newly derived
knowledge and the existing database of scientific and personal experience. It
subsumes physics, redeems philosophy, and explains many objective as well as
subjective phenomena. Within My Big TOE, the physical universe and
consciousness are fully integrated into a single scientific, tightly logical exposition
that encompasses the subjective as well as the objective, the normal as well as the
paranormal, the whole of your experience body, mind, and spirit. The My Big TOE
reality model will help you understand your life, your purpose, all of the reality you
experience, how that reality works, and how you might interact most profitably
with it.The author, in addition to his ongoing career in a traditional hard science,
spent almost thirty years carefully researching altered states of consciousness
both in and out of formal laboratory settings. With one foot in the world of physics
and the other firmly planted in the scientific exploration of consciousness,
Campbell is in a unique position to accomplish the synthesis required to bring all
the disparate pieces of science together into a coherent scientific whole. My Big
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TOE is the result of this unusual dual career in both physics and parapsychology.
Most readers find these books to be non-technical, lively, full of humor and good
fun, as well as personally challenging and enlightening. The My Big TOE trilogy is
hard hitting, personal, controversial, and full of new ways of viewing familiar
things. It will make you laugh, wince, and reconsider what you thought you knew
about almost everything. This book is guaranteed to annoy, anger, and offend
some, as well as illuminate and emancipate others. It will turn your personal reality
upside down and inside out as it unites mind, body, and spirit in one overarching
scientific model. Our objective physical reality is shown to be just one piece of the
larger puzzle of existence. This reality model provides a sound theoretical basis for
understanding many of the scientific, technical, and philosophical enigmas that
have been nagging at the minds of scientists and scholars for decades. Even more
importantly, My Big TOE provides the scientific basis for finally answering many of
the most unfathomable and pressing personal questions that have challenged
human understanding since time immemorial since men and women first stared
into a starlit sky and wondered who and why they were. After reading My Big TOE,
one will understand both the universal and the personal (subjective) nature of
consciousness, reality, and Big TOEs. One will learn to appreciate the fact that the
larger reality extends beyond objective causality, beyond the reach of purely
intellectual effort, into the personal subjective mind of each individual. The
concepts in this book will initiate, and be the catalyst for, serious scientific and
philosophical discussions in the fields of psychology, physics, philosophy,
mathematics, evolution, and biology, as well as religion, theology, metaphysics,
ontology, epistemology, and cosmology. The author chooses to first publish these
ground breaking concepts in a trade publication rather than a technical journal
because of their potential importance to every individual, and because the nature
of the material (like Darwins theory of evolution, for example) requires broad
explanations spanning multiple academic disciplines. Because this material must
develop entirely new scientific and reality paradigms, it requires a substantial
intellectual and logical presentation to shed light upon the limitations of normal
culturally habituated patterns of thought a goal that cannot be reached both
quickly and effectively. This journey will take you to the beginning of time. It will
dive deeply into the human heart as well as probe the limits of the human mind.
My Big TOE will redefine the significance of you, and provide new meaning to your
existence. It will help you realize and optimize your potential as well as provide you
with a wholly new, fully integrated, scientific understanding of both your inside and
outside world. My Big TOE, written by a scientist from a Western technological
viewp

The Evolution of Modern Metaphysics
Michael Devitt presents a series of essays with four recurring themes: (i) a sharp
distinction between metaphysical issues and semantic ones; (ii) the priority of
metaphysical issues over epistemological and semantic issues; (iii) a naturalistic
opposition to the a priori taken largely from Quine; (iv) an uncompromising 'realism
about the external world'. Topics include Plato's 'one over many' problem;
nonfactualism; truth; moral realism; biological realism; biological essentialism;
intuitions and their proper role.

Putting Metaphysics First
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John Dupre warns that our understanding of human nature is being distorted by
two faulty and harmful forms of pseudo-scientific thinking. Not just in the academic
world but increasingly in everyday life, we find one set of experts seeking to
explain the ends at which humans aim in terms ofevolutionary theory, and another
set of experts using economic models to give rules of how we act to achieve those
ends. Dupre charges this unholy alliance of evolutionary psychologists and rationalchoice theorists with scientific imperialism: they use methods and ideas developed
for one domain ofinquiry in others where they are inappropriate. He demonstrates
that these theorists' explanations do not work, and furthermore that if taken
seriously their theories tend to have dangerous social and political consequences.
For these reasons, it is important to resist scientism - an exaggeratedconception of
what science can be expected to do for us. To say this is in no way to be against
science - just against bad science.Dupre restores sanity to the study of human
nature by pointing the way to a proper understanding of humans in the societies
that are our natural and necessary environments. He shows how our distinctively
human capacities are shaped by the social contexts in which we are embedded.
And he concludeswith a bold challenge to one of the intellectual touchstones of
modern science: the idea of the universe as causally complete and deterministic.
In an impressive rehabilitation of the idea of free human agency, he argues that far
from being helpless cogs in a mechanistic universe, humans are
rareconcentrations of causal power in a largely indeterministic world.Human
Nature and the Limits of Science is a provocative, witty, and persuasive corrective
to scientism. In its place, Dupre commends a pluralistic approach to science, as the
appropriate way to investigate a universe that is not unified in form. Anyone
interested in science and human nature willenjoy this book, unless they are its
targets.

Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals
Metaphysics is sensitive to the conceptual tools we choose to articulate
metaphysical problems. Those tools are a lens through which we view
metaphysical problems, and the same problems will look different when we change
the lens. In this book, Theodore Sider identifies how the shift from modal to
"postmodal" conceptual tools in recent years has affected the metaphysics of
science and mathematics. He highlights, for instance, how the increased
consideration of concepts of ground, essence, and fundamentality has transformed
the debate over structuralism in many ways. Sider then examines three
structuralist positions through a postmodal lens. First, nomic essentialism, which
says that scientific properties are secondary and lawlike relationships among them
are primary. Second, structuralism about individuals, a general position of which
mathematical structuralism and structural realism are instances, which says that
scientific and mathematical objects are secondary and the pattern of relations
among them is primary. And third, comparativism about quantities, which says
that particular values of scientific quantities, such as having exactly 1000g mass,
are secondary, and quantitative relations, such as being-twice-as-massive-as, are
primary. Sider concludes these discussions by considering the meta-question of
when theories are equivalent and how that impacts the debate over structuralism.

Kant on the Sources of Metaphysics
Page 5/16

Where To Download Every Thing Must Go Metaphysics Naturalized James
Ladyman
When you light a match it is the striking of it which causes the lighting; the
presence of oxygen in the room is a background condition to the lighting. But in
virtue of what is the striking a cause while the presence of oxygen is a background
condition? When a fragile glass breaks it manifests a disposition to break when
struck; however, not everything that breaks manifests this disposition. So under
what conditions does something, in breaking, manifest fragility? After some
therapy a man might stop being irascible and he might lose the disposition to
become angry at the slightest provocation. If he does then he will have lost the
disposition after an "internal" change. Can someone lose, or gain, a disposition
merely as a result of a change in its external circumstances? Facts about the
structure of society can, it seems, explain other facts. But how do they do it? Are
there different kinds of structural explanations? Many things are said to be causes:
a rock, when we say that the rock caused the window to break, and an event, when
we say that the striking of the window caused its breakage. Which kind of
causation - causation by events, or causation by things - is more basic? In
Causation, Explanation, and the Metaphysics of Aspect, Bradford Skow defends
answers to these questions. His answers rely on a pair of connected distinctions:
first is the distinction between acting, or doing something, and not acting; second
is the distinction between situations in which an event happens, and situations in
which instead something is in some state. The first distinction is used to draw the
second: an event happens if and only if something does something.

Everything Flows
Are there such things as merely possible people, who would have lived if our
ancestors had acted differently? Are there future people, who have not yet been
conceived? Questions like those raise deep issues about both the nature of being
and its logical relations with contingency and change. In Modal Logic as
Metaphysics, Timothy Williamson argues for positive answers to those questions on
the basis of an integrated approach to the issues, applying the technical resources
of modal logic to provide structural cores for metaphysical theories. He rejects the
search for a metaphysically neutral logic as futile. The book contains detailed
historical discussion of how the metaphysical issues emerged in the twentieth
century development of quantified modal logic, through the work of such figures as
Rudolf Carnap, Ruth Barcan Marcus, Arthur Prior, and Saul Kripke. It proposes
higher-order modal logic as a new setting in which to resolve such metaphysical
questions scientifically, by the construction of systematic logical theories
embodying rival answers and their comparison by normal scientific standards.
Williamson provides both a rigorous introduction to the technical background
needed to understand metaphysical questions in quantified modal logic and an
extended argument for controversial, provocative answers to them. He gives
original, precise treatments of topics including the relation between logic and
metaphysics, the methodology of theory choice in philosophy, the nature of
possible worlds and their role in semantics, plural quantification compared to
quantification into predicate position, communication across metaphysical
disagreement, and problems for truthmaker theory.

The Metaphysics of Modern Existence
Metaphysics asks questions about existence: for example, do numbers really exist?
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Metametaphysics asksquestions about metaphysics: for example, do its questions
have determinate answers? If so, are these answers deep and important, or are
they merely a matter of how we use words? What is the proper methodology for
their resolution? These questions have received a heightened degree of attention
lately with new varieties of ontological deflationism and pluralism challenging the
kind of realism that has become orthodoxy in contemporary analytic
metaphysics.This volume concerns the status and ambitions of metaphysics as a
discipline. It brings together many of the central figures in the debate with their
most recent work on the semantics, epistemology, and methodology of
metaphysics.

The Poverty of Conceptual Truth
Every Thing Must Go aruges that the only kind of metaphysics that can contribute
to objective knowledge is one based specifically on contemporary science as it
really is, and not on philosophers' a priori intuitions, common sense, or
simplifications of science. In addition to showing how recent metaphysics has
drifted away from connection with all other serious scholarly inquiry as a result of
not heeding this restriction, they demonstrate how to build a metaphysics
compatible with current fundamental phsyics ("ontic structural realism"), which,
when combined with their metaphysics of the special sciences ("rainforet realism"),
can be used to unify physics with the other sciences without reducing these
sciences to physics intself. Taking science metaphysically seriously, Ladyman and
Ross argue, means that metaphysicians must abandon the picture of the world as
composed of self-subsistent individual objects, and the paradigm of causation as
the collision of such objects. Every Thing Must Go also assesses the role of
information theory and complex systems theory in attempts to explain the
relationship between the special sciences and physics, treading a middle road
between the grand synthesis of thermodynamics and information, and
eliminativism about information. The consequences of the author's metaphysical
theory for central issues in the philosophy of science are explored, including the
implications for the realism vs. empiricism debate, the role of causation in
scientific explanations, the nature of causation and laws, the status of abstract and
virtual objects, and the objective reality of natural kinds

We Have Never Been Modern
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER When and how did the universe begin? Why are
we here? What is the nature of reality? Is the apparent “grand design” of our
universe evidence of a benevolent creator who set things in motion—or does
science offer another explanation? In this startling and lavishly illustrated book,
Stephen Hawking and Leonard Mlodinow present the most recent scientific thinking
about these and other abiding mysteries of the universe, in nontechnical language
marked by brilliance and simplicity. According to quantum theory, the cosmos does
not have just a single existence or history. The authors explain that we ourselves
are the product of quantum fluctuations in the early universe, and show how
quantum theory predicts the “multiverse”—the idea that ours is just one of many
universes that appeared spontaneously out of nothing, each with different laws of
nature. They conclude with a riveting assessment of M-theory, an explanation of
the laws governing our universe that is currently the only viable candidate for a
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“theory of everything”: the unified theory that Einstein was looking for, which, if
confirmed, would represent the ultimate triumph of human reason.

Prince of Networks
Nozick analyzes fundamental issues, such as the identity of the self, knowledge
and skepticism, free will, the foundations of ethics, and the meaning of life

Quantum Ontology
We barely talk about them and seldom know their names. Philosophy has always
overlooked them; even biology considers them as mere decoration on the tree of
life. And yet plants give life to the Earth: they produce the atmosphere that
surrounds us, they are the origin of the oxygen that animates us. Plants embody
the most direct, elementary connection that life can establish with the world. In
this highly original book, Emanuele Coccia argues that, as the very creator of
atmosphere, plants occupy the fundamental position from which we should analyze
all elements of life. From this standpoint, we can no longer perceive the world as a
simple collection of objects or as a universal space containing all things, but as the
site of a veritable metaphysical mixture. Since our atmosphere is rendered
possible through plants alone, life only perpetuates itself through the very circle of
consumption undertaken by plants. In other words, life exists only insofar as it
consumes other life, removing any moral or ethical considerations from the
equation. In contrast to trends of thought that discuss nature and the cosmos in
general terms, Coccia’s account brings the infinitely small together with the
infinitely big, offering a radical redefinition of the place of humanity within the
realm of life.

The Metaphysics Within Physics
The doctrine of materialism is one of the most controversial in the history of ideas.
For much of its history it has been aligned with toleration and enlightened thinking,
but it has also aroused strong, often violent, passions amongst both its opponents
and proponents. This book explores the development of materialism in an
engaging and thought-provoking way and defends the form it takes in the twentyfirst century. Opening with an account of the ideas of some of the most important
thinkers in the materialist tradition, including Epicurus, Lucretius, Hobbes, Hume,
Darwin and Marx, the authors discuss materialism’s origins, as an early form of
naturalistic explanation and as an intellectual outlook about life and the world in
general. They explain how materialism’s beginnings as an imaginative vision of the
true nature of things faced a major challenge from the physics it did so much to
facilitate, which now portrays the microscopic world in a way incompatible with
traditional materialism. Brown and Ladyman explain how out of this challenge
materialism developed into the new doctrine of physicalism. Drawing on a wide
range of colourful examples, the authors argue that although materialism does not
have all the answers, its humanism and commitment to naturalistic explanation
and the scientific method is our best philosophical hope in the ideological
maelstrom of the modern world.
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Everything in Everything
Metaphysicians should pay attention to quantum mechanics. Why? Not because it
provides definitive answers to many metaphysical questions-the theory itself is
remarkably silent on the nature of the physical world, and the various
interpretations of the theory on offer present conflicting ontological pictures.
Rather, quantum mechanics is essential to the metaphysician because it reshapes
standard metaphysical debates and opens up unforeseen new metaphysical
possibilities. Even if quantum mechanics provides few clear answers, there are
good reasons to think that any adequate understanding of the quantum world will
result in a radical reshaping of our classical world-view in some way or other.
Whatever the world is like at the atomic scale, it is almost certainly not the swarm
of particles pushed around by forces that is often presupposed. This book guides
readers through the theory of quantum mechanics and its implications for
metaphysics in a clear and accessible way. The theory and its various
interpretations are presented with a minimum of technicality. The consequences of
these interpretations for metaphysical debates concerning realism, indeterminacy,
causation, determinism, holism, and individuality (among other topics) are
explored in detail, stressing the novel form that the debates take given the
empirical facts in the quantum domain. While quantum mechanics may not deliver
unconditional pronouncements on these issues, the range of possibilities
consistent with our knowledge of the empirical world is relatively small-and each
possibility is metaphysically revisionary in some way. This book will appeal to
researchers, students, and anybody else interested in how science informs our
world-view.

Every Thing Must Go
Vine Deloria Jr., named one of the most influential religious thinkers in the world by
Time, shares a framework for a new vision of reality. Bridging science and religion
to form an integrated idea of the world, while recognizing the importance of tribal
wisdom, The Metaphysics of Modern Existence delivers a revolutionary view of our
future and our world.

My Big Toe
Every Thing Must Go argues that the only kind of metaphysics that can contribute
to objective knowledge is one based specifically on contemporary science as it
really is, and not on philosophers' a priori intuitions, common sense, or
simplifications of science. In addition to showing how recent metaphysics has
drifted away from connection with all other serious scholarly inquiry as a result of
not heeding this restriction, they demonstrate how to build a
metaphysicscompatible with current fundamental physics ('ontic structural
realism'), which, when combined with their metaphysics of the special sciences
('rainforest realism'), can be used to unify physics with the other sciences without
reducing these sciences to physics itself. Taking science metaphysically
seriously,Ladyman and Ross argue, means that metaphysicians must abandon the
picture of the world as composed of self-subsistent individual objects, and the
paradigm of causation as the collision of such objects.Everything Must Go also
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assesses the role of information theory and complex systems theory in attempts to
explain the relationship between the special sciences and physics, treading a
middle road between the grand synthesis of thermodynamics and information, and
eliminativism about information. The consequences of the author's metaphysical
theory for central issues in the philosophy of science are explored, including the
implications for the realism vs. empiricism debate, the role ofcausation in scientific
explanations, the nature of causation and laws, the status of abstract and virtual
objects, and the objective reality of natural kinds.

Commentary on the Metaphysics of Aristotle
The Clarendon Aristotle Series is designed for both students and professionals. It
provides accurate translations of selected Aristotelian texts, accompanied by
incisive commentaries that focus on philosophical problems and issues. The
volumes in the series have been widely welcomed and favourably reviewed.
Important new titles are being added to the series, and a number of wellestablished volumes are being reissued with revisions and/or supplementary
material. Laura M. Castelli presents a new translation and comprehensive
commentary of the tenth book (Iota) of Aristotle's Metaphysics, which provides
Aristotle's most systematic account of what it is for something to be one, what it is
for something to be a unit of measurement, what contraries are, and what the
function of contraries is in shaping the structure of reality into genera and species.
There are some objective difficulties in making sense of Iota as a part of the
Metaphysics and as a piece of Aristotelian philosophy. Castelli's Introduction
tackles such general difficulties, while the commentary provides a detailed analysis
of the arguments, of the more specific issues and of the philosophical points
emerging from Aristotle's text. The English translation, based on Ross' critical
edition, is meant as a tool for readers with or without knowledge of ancient Greek.

Guerrilla Metaphysics
In The Structure of the World, Steven French articulates and defends the bold claim
that there are no objects. At the most fundamental level, modern physics presents
us with a world of structures and making sense of that view is the central aim of
the increasingly widespread position known as structural realism. Drawing on
contemporary work in metaphysics and philosophy of science, as well as the
'forgotten' history of structural realism itself, French attempts to further ground
and develop this position. He argues that structural realism offers the best way of
balancing our need to accommodate the results of modern science with our desire
to arrive at an appropriately informed understanding of the world that science
presents to us. Covering not only the realism-antirealism debate, the nature of
representation, and the relationship between metaphysics and science, The
Structure of the World defends a form of eliminativism about objects that sets laws
and symmetry principles at the heart of ontology. In place of a world of
microscopic objects banging into one another and governed by the laws of physics,
it offers a world of laws and symmetries, on which determinate physical properties
are dependent. In presenting this account, French also tackles the distinction
between mathematical and physical structures, the nature of laws, and causality in
the context of modern physics, and he concludes by exploring the extent to which
structural realism can be extended into chemistry and biology.
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Human Nature and the Limits of Science
Both science and philosophy are interested in questions of ontology - questions
about what exists and what these things are like. Science and philosophy,
however, seem like very different ways of investigating the world, so how should
one proceed? Some defer to the sciences, conceived as something apart from
philosophy, and others to metaphysics, conceived as something apart from
science, for certain kinds of answers. This book contends that these sorts of
deference are misconceived. A compelling account of ontology must appreciate the
ways in which the sciences incorporate metaphysical assumptions and arguments.
At the same time, it must pay careful attention to how observation, experience,
and the empirical dimensions of science are related to what may be viewed as
defensible philosophical theorizing about ontology. The promise of an effectively
naturalized metaphysics is to encourage beliefs that are formed in ways that do
justice to scientific theorizing, modeling, and experimentation. But even armed
with such a view, there is no one, uniquely rational way to draw lines between
domains of ontology that are suitable for belief, and ones in which it would be
better to suspend belief instead. In crucial respects, ontology is in the eye of the
beholder: it is informed by underlying commitments with implications for the limits
of inquiry, which inevitably vary across rational inquirers. As result, the proper
scope of ontology is subject to a striking form of voluntary choice, yielding a new
and transformative conception of scientific ontology.

Tool-Being
In the Critique of Pure Reason, Kant famously criticizes traditional metaphysics and
its proofs of immortality, free will and God's existence. What is often overlooked is
that Kant also explains why rational beings must ask metaphysical questions about
'unconditioned' objects such as souls, uncaused causes or God, and why answers
to these questions will appear rationally compelling to them. In this book, Marcus
Willaschek reconstructs and defends Kant's account of the rational sources of
metaphysics. After carefully explaining Kant's conceptions of reason and
metaphysics, he offers detailed interpretations of the relevant passages from the
Critique of Pure Reason (in particular, the 'Transcendental Dialectic') in which Kant
explains why reason seeks 'the unconditioned'. Willaschek offers a novel
interpretation of the Transcendental Dialectic, pointing up its 'positive' side, while
at the same time it uncovers a highly original account of metaphysical thinking
that will be relevant to contemporary philosophical debates.

Scientific Ontology
The question of the proper role of metaphysics in philosophy of science is both
significant and contentious. The last few decades have seen considerable
engagement with philosophical projects aptly described as "the metaphysics of
science:" inquiries into natural laws and properties, natural kinds, causal relations,
and dispositions. At the same time, many metaphysicians have begun moving in
the direction of more scientifically-informed ("scientistic" or "naturalistic")
metaphysics. And yet many philosophers of science retain a deep suspicion about
the significance of metaphysical investigations into science. This volume of new
Page 11/16

Where To Download Every Thing Must Go Metaphysics Naturalized James
Ladyman
essays explores a broadly methodological question: what role should metaphysics
play in our philosophizing about science? These new essays, written by leading
philosophers of science, address this question both through ground-level
investigations of particular issues in the metaphysics of science and by more
general methodological inquiry.

The Development of Metaphysics in Persia
This is an open access title available under the terms of a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0
International licence. It is free to read at Oxford Scholarship Online and offered as
a free PDF download from OUP and selected open access locations. There are two
very general ways in which we can think about the world. The more traditional one
is that it is fundamentally composed of enduring things, and that any changes we
observe are really secondary. The moreradical alternative is that the world
essentially consists of processes, and that the things we discern are only static
snapshots of an ever-changing reality. This book defends this latter view in
thespecific context of the living world. It argues that biology is the study of the
processes that constitute living beings, and that all the things biologists study
ultimately derive their existence from more basic processes. The eighteen essays
in this volume consider the philosophical and scientific consequences of thinking
about life in processual terms.

Kant's Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics
Tool-Being offers a new assessment of Martin Heidegger's famous tool-analysis,
and with it, an audacious reappraisal of Heidegger's legacy to twenty-first-century
philosophy. Every reader of Being and Time is familiar with the opposition between
readiness-to-hand (Zuhandenheit) and presence-at-hand (Vorhandenheit), but
commentators usually follow Heidegger's wishes in giving this distinction a limited
scope, as if it applied only to tools in a narrow sense. Graham Harman contests
Heidegger's own interpretation of tool-being, arguing that the opposition between
tool and broken tool is not merely a provisional stage in his philosophy, but rather
its living core. The extended concept of tool-being developed here leads us not to a
theory of human practical activity but to an ontology of objects themselves. ToolBeing urges a fresh and concrete research into the secret contours of objects.
Written in a lively and colorful style, it will be of great interest to anyone intrigued
by Heidegger and anyone open to new trends in present-day philosophy.

The Life of Plants
R. Lanier Anderson presents a new account of Kant's distinction between analytic
and synthetic judgments, and provides it with a clear basis within traditional logic.
He reconstructs compelling claims about the syntheticity of elementary
mathematics, and re-animates Kant's arguments against traditional metaphysics in
the 'Critique of Pure Reason'

Metaphysics and the Philosophy of Science
Chisholm (philosophy, Brown), in these 18 essays, combines an internal approach
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to knowledge with an international approach to metaphysics, presupposing that
the self is best known, and that knowledge of the self can serve as a key for further
understanding. Among his topics are the whole and parts, freedom and the self,
and substance and attribution. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR

Metametaphysics
Causation, Explanation, and the Metaphysics of Aspect
This book charts the evolution of metaphysics since Descartes and provides a
compelling case for why metaphysics matters.

The Structure of the World
What does physics tell us about metaphysics? Tim Maudlin's philosophical
examination of the fundamental structure of the world as presented by physics
challenges the most widely accepted philosophical accounts of laws of nature,
universals, the direction of time and causation.

Scientific Metaphysics
Anaxagoras of Clazomenae (Vth century BCE) is best known in the history of
philosophy for his stance that there is a share of everything in everything. He puts
forward this theory of extreme mixture as a solution to the problem of change he
and his contemporaries inherited from Parmenides - that what is cannot come from
what is not (and vice versa). Yet, for ancient and modern scholars alike, the
metaphysical significance of Anaxagoras's position has proven challenging to
understanding. In Everything in Everything, Anna Marmodoro offers a fresh
interpretation of Anaxagoras's theory of mixture, arguing for its soundness and
also relevance to contemporary debates in metaphysics. For Anaxagoras the
fundamental elements of reality are the opposites (hot, cold, wet, dry, etc.), which
Marmodoro argues are instances of physical causal powers. The unchanging
opposites compose mereologically, forming (phenomenologically) emergent
wholes. Everything in the universe (except nous) derives from the opposites. The
opposite exist as endlessly partitioned; they can be scattered everywhere and be
in everything. Mardomoro further shows that their extreme mixture is made
possible by the omni-presence and hence com-presence in the universe, which is
in turn facilitated by the limitless divisibility of the opposites. Anaxagoras tackles
the logical consequences of the limitless divisibility of the elements. He is the first
ante litteram 'gunk lover' in the history of metaphysics. He also has a unique
conception of (non-material) gunk and a unique power ontology, which Marmodoro
refers to as 'power gunk'. Marmodoro investigates the nature of power gunk and
the explanatory utility of the concept for Anaxagoras, for his theory of extreme
mixture. Whilst most defenders of an atomless universe nowadays argue for
material gunk as a conceptual possibility (only), Anaxagoras argues for power gunk
as the ontology of nature.
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The Grand Design
This book is the first treatment of Bruno Latour specifically as a philosopher. Part
One covers four key works in LatourOCOs career in metaphysics: Irreductions,
Science in Action, We Have Never Been Modern, and PandoraOCOs Hope. In Part
Two, the author identifies LatourOCOs key contributions to ontology, while
criticizing his focus on the relational character of actors at the expense of their
autonomous reality."

The Tools of Metaphysics and the Metaphysics of Science
Donald C. Williams (1899-1983) was a key figure in the development of analytic
philosophy. This book will be the definitive source for his highly original work,
which did much to bring metaphysics back into fashion. It presents six classic
papers and six previously unpublished, revealing his full philosophical vision for the
first time.

A Metaphysics for Freedom
In Guerrilla Metaphysics, Graham Harman develops further the object-oriented
philosophy first proposed in Tool-Being. Today’s fashionable philosophies often
treat metaphysics as a petrified relic of the past, and hold that future progress
requires an ever further abandonment of all claims to discuss reality in itself.
Guerrilla Metaphysics makes the opposite assertion, challenging the dominant
"philosophy of access" (both continental and analytic) that remains quarantined in
discussions of language, perception, or literary texts. Philosophy needs a fresh
resurgence of the things themselves—not merely the words or appearances
themselves. Once these themes are adapted to the needs of an object-oriented
philosophy, what emerges is a brand new type of metaphysics—a "guerrilla
metaphysics."

Philosophical Explanations
Helen Steward argues that determinism is incompatible with agency itself--not only
the special human variety of agency, but also powers which can be accorded to
animal agents. She offers a distinctive, non-dualistic version of libertarianism,
rooted in a conception of what biological forms of organisation might make
possible in the way of freedom.

Aristotle: Metaphysics
The Philosophy of Kant
Objects and Persons presents an original theory about what kinds of things exist.
Trenton Merricks argues that there are no non-living inanimate macrophysical
objects--no statues or rocks or chairs or stars--because they would have no causal
role over and above the causal role of their microphysical parts. Humans do exist:
we have non-redundant causal powers. Along the way, Merricks has interesting
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things to say about mental causation, free will, and various philosophical puzzles.
Anyone working in metaphysics will enjoy this lucid and provocative book.

On Metaphysics
Every Thing Must Go argues that the only kind of metaphysics that can contribute
to objective knowledge is one based specifically on contemporary science as it
really is, and not on philosophers' a priori intuitions, common sense, or
simplifications of science. In addition to showing how recent metaphysics has
drifted away from connection with all other serious scholarly inquiry as a result of
not heeding this restriction, they demonstrate how to build a
metaphysicscompatible with current fundamental physics ('ontic structural
realism'), which, when combined with their metaphysics of the special sciences
('rainforest realism'), can be used to unify physics with the other sciences without
reducing these sciences to physics itself. Taking science metaphysically
seriously,Ladyman and Ross argue, means that metaphysicians must abandon the
picture of the world as composed of self-subsistent individual objects, and the
paradigm of causation as the collision of such objects.Everything Must Go also
assesses the role of information theory and complex systems theory in attempts to
explain the relationship between the special sciences and physics, treading a
middle road between the grand synthesis of thermodynamics and information, and
eliminativism about information. The consequences of the author's metaphysical
theory for central issues in the philosophy of science are explored, including the
implications for the realism vs. empiricism debate, the role ofcausation in scientific
explanations, the nature of causation and laws, the status of abstract and virtual
objects, and the objective reality of natural kinds.
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