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Gods and Fighting Men
Irish tales, first written down in the eighth century, deal with the birth, childhood,
courtship, premonitions, and death of gods, goddesses, and mortals

The Táin
The gifted W.B. Yeats wrote of his own people “even a newspaperman, if you
entice him into a cemetery at midnight, will believe in phantoms, for everyone is a
visionary if you scratch him deep enough. But the Celt, unlike any other, is a
visionary without scratching.” This introduction to Celtic Mythology will serve the
novice well – for it is a complicated history with the earliest written records
destroyed by the marauding Vikings. Inside you will read about ✓ The Arrival of the
Tuatha dé Danann ✓ Hibernia ✓ The Main Gods of the Celtic Pantheon ✓ Celtic Life
and Rituals ✓ Sources of Celtic Mythology ✓ The Effect of Christianity and Beliefs
and Superstitions The oral tradition harks back to 4000BCE and is a compilation of
myths and cultures of many different peoples including the Indo-Iranians, Slavs,
Greeks, Germans, Austrians and finally, the Gauls, who washed up on the shores of
the Emerald Isle. Whatever aspect of this rich, mystical and lavishly embellished
heritage you would like to investigate further you will find the author has supplied
a marker to guide you on your way.

Early Irish Literature
Myths and Legends of the Celts is a fascinating and wide-ranging introduction to
the mythology of the peoples who inhabited the northwestern fringes of Europe from Britain and the Isle of Man to Gaul and Brittany. Drawing on recent historical
and archaeological research, as well as literary and oral sources, the guide looks at
the gods and goddesses of Celtic myth; at the nature of Celtic religion, with its
rituals of sun and moon worship; and at the druids who served society as judges,
diviners and philosophers. It also examines the many Celtic deities who were
linked with animals and such natural phenomena as rivers and caves, or who later
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became associated with local Christian saints. And it explores in detail the rich
variety of Celtic myths: from early legends of King Arthur to the stories of the
Welsh Mabinogi, and from tales of heroes including Cúchulainn, Fionn mac
Cumhaill and the warrior queen Medb to tales of shadowy otherworlds - the homes
of spirits and fairies. What emerges is a wonderfully diverse and fertile tradition of
myth making that has captured the imagination of countless generations,
introduced and explained here with compelling insight.

Ancient Tradition in Ireland and Wales
A Treasury of Irish Myth, Legend, and Folklore
The Tain Bo Cualinge, centrepiece of the eighth-century Ulster cycle of heroic tales,
is Ireland's great epic. It tells the story of a great cattle-raid, the invasion of Ulster
by the armies of Medb and Ailill, Queen and King of Connacht, and their allies,
seeking to carry off the great Brown Bull of Cualige. The hero of the tale is
Cuchulainn, the Hound of Ulster, who resists the invaders single-handed while
Ulster's warriors lie sick.

The Mammoth Book of Celtic Myths and Legends
Developed from an early oral storytelling tradition dating back to the dawn of
European culture, this is one of the oldest and most vibrant of Europe's
mythologies. From all six Celtic cultures - Irish, Scots, Welsh, Cornish, Manx and
Breton - Peter Berresford Ellishas included popular myths and legends, as well as
bringing to light exciting new tales which have been lying in manuscript form,
untranslated and unknown to the modern general reader. The author brings not
only his extensive knowledge of source material but also his acclaimed skills of
storytelling to produce an original, enthralling and definitive collection of Celtic
myths and legends - tales of gods and goddesses, heroes and heroines, magical
weapons, fabulous beasts, and entities from the ancient Celtic world.

Myths & Legends of the Celtic Race
This Dictionary is part of the Oxford Reference Collection: using sustainable printon-demand technology to make the acclaimed backlist of the Oxford Reference
programme perennially available in hardback format. A Dictionary of Celtic
Mythology is a comprehensive and accessible survey of one of the world's richest
mythological traditions. It covers the people, themes, concepts, places, and
creatures of Celtic mythology, saga, legend, and folklore from both ancient pagan
origins, and modern traditions.

The White Plague
A sweeping history of Ireland's native gods, from Iron Age cult and medieval saga
to the Celtic Revival and contemporary fiction Ireland's Immortals tells the story of
one of the world’s great mythologies. The first account of the gods of Irish myth to
take in the whole sweep of Irish literature in both the nation’s languages, the book
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describes how Ireland’s pagan divinities were transformed into literary characters
in the medieval Christian era—and how they were recast again during the Celtic
Revival of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. A lively narrative of
supernatural beings and their fascinating and sometimes bizarre stories, Mark
Williams’s comprehensive history traces how these gods—known as the Túatha Dé
Danann—have shifted shape across the centuries, from Iron Age cult to medieval
saga to today’s young-adult fiction. We meet the heroic Lug; the Morrígan, crow
goddess of battle; the fire goddess Brigit, who moonlights as a Christian saint; the
mist-cloaked sea god Manannán mac Lir; and the ageless fairies who inspired J.R.R.
Tolkien’s immortal elves. Medieval clerics speculated that the Irish divinities might
be devils, angels, or enchanters. W. B. Yeats invoked them to reimagine the
national condition, while his friend George Russell beheld them in visions and
understood them to be local versions of Hindu deities. The book also tells how the
Scots repackaged Ireland’s divine beings as the gods of the Gael on both sides of
the sea—and how Irish mythology continues to influence popular culture far
beyond Ireland. An unmatched chronicle of the Irish gods, Ireland’s Immortals
illuminates why these mythical beings have loomed so large in the world’s
imagination for so long.

Old Celtic Romances
Coire Sois, The Cauldron of Knowledge
An Introduction to Early Irish Literature
Celtic Mythology
Over Nine Waves
Celtic Mythology
Introduce yourself to the noble heroes and magical creatures of Irish mythology.
Includes the two definitive works on the subject by the giants of the Irish
Renaissance. W.B. Yeates' Fairy and Folk Tales of the Irish Peasantry and Lady
Gregory's Cuchulain of Muirthemne.

Lebor Gabála Érenn
A discussion of the rich written heritage of the Old and Middle Irish period,
600-1200. Chapters deal with such topics as druids, monks, poets, the beginnings
of writing manuscripts, saga cycles, and stories about kings, kingship and
sovereignty goddesses.

Early Irish Myths and Sagas
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"'Dear holy cleric,' they said, 'these old warriors tell you no more than a third of
their stories, because their memories are faulty. Have these stories written down
on poets' tablets in refined language, so that the hearing of them will provide
entertainment for the lords and commons oflater times.' The angels then left
them."Tales of the Elders of Ireland is the first complete translation of the late
Middle Irish Acallam na Senorach, the largest literary text surviving from twelfthcentury Ireland. It contains the earliest and most comprehensive collection of
Fenian stories and poetry, intermingling the contemporaryChristian world of Saint
Patrick, with his scribes, clerics, occasional angels and souls rescued from Hell, the
earlier pagan world of the ancient, giant Fenians and Irish kings, and the parallel,
timeless Otherworld, peopled by ever-young, shape-shifting fairies. It also provides
the mostextensive account available of the inhabitants of the Irish Otherworld their music and magic, their internecine wars and their malice toward, and
infatuation with, humankind - themes still featured in the story-telling of presentday Ireland.This readable and flowing new translation is based on existing
manuscript sources and is richly annotated, complete with an Introduction
discussing the place of the Acallam in Irish tradition and the impact of the Fenian
or Ossianic tradition on English and European literature.

Celtic Tales
The Mabinogion (Two Different Versions)
The Book of Irish Curses
The traditional stories of Ireland, Scotland, Brittany, and Wales transport us to the
fantastical world of Celtic folklore. Translated and transcribed by folklorists in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries, the 16 stories in this compilation conjure
forgotten realms and rare magical creatures in vivid prose. These timeless tales
brim with wit and magic, and each one is brought to life with elegant silhouette art
by Kate Forrester in this special illustrated edition.

Pagan Celtic Ireland
The Finn (or Fenian) Cycle (fianaigecht ) is classified by modern scholarship as one
of four medieval Irish literary cycles along with the Ulster Cycle, the Cycle of
Historical Tales (or Cycles of the Kings) and the Mythological Cycle. It is primarily
composed of material dealing with the legendary character Finn mac Cumaill, his
warrior band ( fian ), his son Oisin and his grandson Oscar. In a fashion recalling
the expansion of the Arthurian legend throughout Britain and then Europe, the
traditions centred on Finn grew from localized beginnings to spread throughout the
entire Gaelic-speaking world. This study takes as its focus the early Finn Cycle, up
to and including the composition of the most significant fianaigecht tale, Acallam
na senorach ('The colloquy of the ancients'), at the beginning of the Early Modern
Irish period. The volume also deals in detail with topics such as the nature of the
fian ; the extent of early fragmentary Finn Cycle sources; the background to
Toraigheacht Dhiarmada agus Ghrainne ('The pursuit of Diarmaid and Grainne');
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the boyhood deeds and death of Finn; and the development of the Fenian lay
tradition. The Early Finn Cycle details and investigates the primary and secondary
sources for the study of this material and traces the literary development of the
early fianaigecht corpus. In so doing, it seeks to account for the emergence of the
Finn Cycle from fragmentarily documented beginnings to become the dominant
genre of Gaelic literature after 1200.

Early Irish Myths and Sagas
Most people have heard of the Celts--the elusive, ancient tribal people who resided
in present-day England, Ireland, Scotland and France. Paradoxically characterized
as both barbaric and innocent, the Celts appeal to the modern world as a symbol of
a bygone era, a world destroyed by the ambition of empire and the spread of
Christianity throughout Western Europe. Despite the pervasive cultural and literary
influence of the Celts, shockingly little is known of their way of life and beliefs,
because very few records of their stories exist. In this book, for the first time, Philip
Freeman brings together the best stories of Celtic mythology. Everyone today
knows about the gods and heroes of the ancient Greeks, such as Zeus, Hera, and
Hercules, but how many people have heard of the Gaulish god Lugus or the
magical Welsh queen Rhiannon or the great Irish warrior Cú Chulainn? We still thrill
to the story of the Trojan War, but the epic battles of the Irish Táin Bó Cuailgne are
known only to a few. And yet those who have read the stories of Celtic myth and
legend-among them writers like J. R. R. Tolkien and C. S. Lewis-have been deeply
moved and influenced by these amazing tales, for there is nothing in the world
quite like them. In these stories a mysterious and invisible realm of gods and
spirits exists alongside and sometimes crosses over into our own human world;
fierce women warriors battle with kings and heroes, and even the rules of time and
space can be suspended. Captured in vivid prose these shadowy figures-gods,
goddesses, and heroes-come to life for the modern reader.

Myths and Legends of the Celts
The Early Finn Cycle
First written down in the eighth century AD, these early Irish stories depict a far
older world - part myth, part legend and part history. Rich with magic and achingly
beautiful, they speak of a land of heroic battles, intense love and warrior ideals, in
which the otherworld is explored and men mingle freely with the gods. From the
vivid adventures of the great Celtic hero Cu Chulaind, to the stunning 'Exile of the
Sons of Uisliu' - a tale of treachery, honour and romance - these are masterpieces
of passion and vitality, and form the foundation for the Irish literary tradition: a
mythic legacy that was a powerful influence on the work of Yeats, Synge and Joyce.

The Book of Viking Myths
This volume contains the myths and legends of pre-Christian Ireland, overflowing
with giants and heroes, enchanted maidens, battles and brave deeds.
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Early Irish Myths and Sagas
Coire Sois, The Cauldron of Knowledge: A Companion to Early Irish Saga offers
thirty-one previously published essays by Tomás Ó Cathasaigh, which together
constitute a magisterial survey of early Irish narrative literature in the vernacular.
Ó Cathasaigh has been called “the father of early Irish literary criticism,” with
writings among the most influential in the field. He pioneered the analysis of the
classic early Irish tales as literary texts, a breakthrough at a time when they were
valued mainly as repositories of grammatical forms, historical data, and
mythological debris. All four of the Mythological, Ulster, King, and Finn Cycles are
represented here in readings of richness, complexity, and sophistication, supported
by absolute philological rigor and yet easy for the non-specialist to follow. The book
covers key terms, important characters, recurring themes, rhetorical strategies,
and the narrative logic of this literature. It also surveys the work of the many
others whose explorations were launched by Ó Cathasaigh's first encounters with
the literature. As the most authoritative single volume on the essential texts and
themes of early Irish saga, this collection will be an indispensable resource for
established scholars, and an ideal introduction for newcomers to one of the richest
and most under-studied literatures of medieval Europe.

Tales of the Elders of Ireland
'These legends are the action-packed stories - of ancient heroes, huge battles,
attempted invasions, prophecies and spells, clashes between the underworld and
the real world, abductions, love affairs and feasts - which have fascinated the Irish
mind for more than 2,000 years . . . Most of them have an extraordinary, stark
narrative sweep, with a marvellous sense of detail . . . Heaney writes directly and
fluently . . . with great tact and skill.' Sunday Times

Lady Gregory's Complete Irish Mythology
The Táin Bó Cuailnge, centre-piece of the eighth-century Ulster cycle of heroic
tales, is Ireland's greatest epic. It tells the story of a great cattle-raid, the invasion
of Ulster by the armies of Medb and Ailill, queen and king of Connacht, and their
allies, seeking to carry off the great Brown Bull of Cuailnge. The hero of the tale is
Cuchulainn, the Hound of Ulster, who resists the invaders single-handed while
Ulster's warriors lie sick. Thomas Kinsella presents a complete and living version of
the story. His translation is based on the partial texts in two medieval manuscripts,
with elements from other versions, and adds a group of related stories which
prepare for the action of the Táin. Illustrated with brush drawings by Louis le
Brocquy, this edition provides a combination of medieval epic and modern art.

Celtic Myths and Legends
Celtic Mythology
The established impressions of early Celtic Ireland have come down to us through
the great Irish sagas, but recent archaeological research has transformed our
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understanding of the period. Reflecting this new generation of scholarship, Barry
Raftery presents the most convincing and up-to-date account yet published of
Ireland in the millennium before the coming of Christianity. The transition from
Bronze Age to Iron Age in Ireland brought many changes, including significant
advances in travel and transport, and the construction of great royal centers such
as Tara and Emain Macha. Professor Raftery also discusses the elusive lives of the
common people; technology, arts, and crafts of the period; Ireland's contacts with
the Roman world; and the complex religious beliefs of the Irish Celts. Generously
illustrated throughout, Pagan Celtic Ireland will be read avidly by everyone
interested in Ireland's mysterious past.

The Mabinogion
This book has been considered by academicians and scholars of great significance
and value to literature. This forms a part of the knowledge base for future
generations. So that the book is never forgotten we have represented this book in
a print format as the same form as it was originally first published. Hence any
marks or annotations seen are left intentionally to preserve its true nature.

The Tain
Then they took the flowers of the oak, and the flowers of the broom, and the
flowers of the meadowsweet, and from those they conjured up the fairest and most
beautiful maiden that anyone had ever seen. Celtic mythology, Arthurian romance,
and an intriguing interpretation of British history — these are just some of the
themes embraced by the anonymous authors of the eleven tales that make up the
Welsh medieval masterpiece known as the Mabinogion. They tell of Gwydion the
shape-shifter, who can create a woman out of flowers; of Math the magician whose
feet must lie in the lap of a virgin; of hanging a pregnant mouse and hunting a
magical boar. Dragons, witches, and giants live alongside kings and heroes, and
quests of honour, revenge, and love are set against the backdrop of a country
struggling to retain its independence. Sioned Davies' lively translation recreates
the storytelling world of medieval Wales and re-invests the tales with the power of
performance.

Writings on Irish Folklore, Legend and Myth
"Myths & Legends of the Celtic Race" by T. W. Rolleston. Published by Good Press.
Good Press publishes a wide range of titles that encompasses every genre. From
well-known classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to forgotten−or yet
undiscovered gems−of world literature, we issue the books that need to be read.
Each Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost
readability for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are
user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.

The Mythological Cycle of Medieval Irish Literature
When his wife and children are killed by a terrorist bomb in Dublin, a renegade
Irish-American molecular biologist who calls himself the Madman unleashes a
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genetically carried plague that threatens all life on Earth. Reprint. 20,000 first
printing.

Ireland's Immortals
The Irish Mythological Cycle and Celtic Mythology
This is an enchantingly told collection of the stirring sagas of gods and goddesses,
fabulous beasts, strange creatures, and such heroes as Cuchulain, Fingal, and King
Arthur from the ancient Celtic world. Included are popular myths and legends from
all six Celtic cultures of Western Europe—Irish, Scots, Manx, Welsh, Cornish, and
Breton. Here for the modern reader are the rediscovered tales of cattle raids, tribal
invasions, druids, duels, and doomed love that have been incorporated into, and
sometimes distorted by, European mythology and even Christian figures. For
example, there is the story of Lugh of the Long Hand, one of the greatest gods in
the Celtic pantheon, who was later transformed into the faerie craftsman LughChromain, and finally demoted to the lowly Leprechaun. Celtic Myths and Legends
also retells the story of the classic tragic love story of Tristan and Iseult (probably
of Cornish origin—there was a real King Mark and a real Tristan in Cornwall) and
the original tale of King Arthur, a Welsh leader who fought against the invading
Anglo-Saxons. In the hands of Peter Berresford Ellis, the myths sung by long-dead
Celtic bards come alive to enchant the modern reader. "The casual reader will be
best entertained by the legends themselves colored with plenty of swordplay,
quests, shape-shiftings, and druidic sorcery."—Publishers Weekly

A Dictionary of Celtic Mythology
This collection brings together all of W. B. Yeats’s published prose writings on Irish
folklore, legend and myth, with pieces on subjects including ghosts, kidnappers,
fairies, ancient tribes, precious stones and Gaelic love songs. Through his
researches on Irish folklore, Yeats attempted to create a movement in literature
that was enriched by and rooted in a vital native tradition. In this volume Yeats’s
essays, introductions and sketches are presented chronologically, giving a clear
picture of how his analysis developed, increasing in its depth and complexity in his
quest to create an Ireland of the imagination.

Lady Gregory's Complete Irish Mythology
Describes the gods, myths, and epic legends of the Celts, discussing their sources,
their relationship with Celtic history, and the influence of the Romans.

The Mabinogion
The Destruction of Da Derga's Hostel
This fascinating new book reveals the origins of the Vikings—from Thor and Leif
Erikson to Loki and the Valkyries—and the tales that have influenced our own lives.
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For thousands of years, Vikings have held a storied place in our culture—their
distinct appearance, their mighty longships, their reputation for causing death and
destruction. But who were these strange and mysterious folk? The Book of Viking
Myths retells the stories of the Viking people, with myths of their gods and
goddesses, monsters, and great heroes. From tales of the beautiful and powerful
Freyja, to the gold-toothed Heimdallr, to the wolf Fenrir, Peter Archer explores all
the figures and tales that make up Norse mythology. Along with these legends of
seafaring, dwarves, giants, and the exploits of Thor, you will also discover the
influences that Viking culture has had on our own lives. It’s a true exploration of
Nordic culture—and a glimpse into the history and lore of these fabled Nordic
warriors.

Celtic Mythology
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