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Dear Life
**Winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature** A woman
haunted by dreams of her dead mother. An
adulterous couple stepping over the line where the
initial excitement ends and the pain begins. A widow
visiting a Scottish village in search of her husband's
past - and instead discovering unsettling truths about
a total stranger. The ten stories in this collection not
only astonish and delight but also convey the
unspoken mysteries at the heart of all human
experience.
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Runaway
Open Secrets, Alice Munro’s eighth book, consists of
eight matchless stories, each one as rich as a full
novel. All of them provide compulsive reading – and
rewarding re-reading. “Perhaps you will be surprised
to hear from a person you don’t know and that
doesn’t remember your name.” These intriguing
words begin a letter dated 1917 to the Librarian in
Carstairs, Ontario (the heart of “Alice Munro
Country”). The letter sweeps us away into a world of
secrets and revelations where nothing – not even a
courtship by letter that leads, over time, to a solid
marriage – is as it originally seems. The Ontario
stories range from “A Wilderness Station,” which
gives an account of an 1852 tree-felling accident and
sheds light on the harsh life of the pioneers, all the
way to the present, where family names known to us
appear again in a world of TV shows and
snowmobiles. Just as the stories range back and forth
in time, they also travel far to distant settings. Much
of “The Albanian Virgin” is set in a remote mountain
area where a Canadian tourist in the 1920s is
captured by bandits; her tale of escape is comforting
to a Victoria bookseller escaping from her own former
life. “The Jack Randa Hotel” brings a deserted wife in
cold pursuit to Australia, which leads to another
intriguing letter. “Dear Mrs. Thornaby, It has come to
my attention that you are dead…” Things that cannot
be explained happen here. In the title story a lawyer’s
wife has a flash of insight – illogical, unprovable and
terrifying – into the fate of a missing teenager; in
another, the appearance of a long-dead visitor reveals
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the grip of a former love. Yet the true magic lies in the
way that Alice Munro makes everything here –
unexpected marriages, elopements, acts of sudden
vengeance – unfold with the ease of the inevitable.
This is the mark of a great writer, and it is stamped on
every page of this book.

Alice Munro
The Three Stories that Inspired the Movie With a
foreword by Pedro Almodóvar Alice Munro is
cherished for her exquisite, affecting meditations on
the human heart. In these three linked stories,
“Chance,” “Soon,” and “Silence”—which, together,
inspired Pedro Almodóvar’s film Julieta—her virtuosic
talents are once again on display. The stories follow a
schoolteacher named Juliet as she is swept up by fate:
meeting an older man on a train and starting an
affair; later, visiting her parents as a young mother;
and later still, searching for contact with her
estranged daughter. As with all of Munro’s characters,
Juliet radiates warmth, dignity, and hope, even as she
is unflinching in the face of betrayal and loss. In
Munro’s hands, her journey is as surprising,
extraordinary, and precious as life itself. From the
Trade Paperback edition.

Waging Heavy Peace
With her peerless ability to give us the essence of a
life in often brief but spacious and timeless stories,
Alice Munro illumines the moment a life is shaped -the moment a dream, or sex, or perhaps a simple
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twist of fate turns a person out of his or her
accustomed path and into another way of being.
Suffused with Munro's clarity of vision and her
unparalleled gift for storytelling, these stories (set in
the world Munro has made her own: the countryside
and towns around Lake Huron) about departures and
beginnings, accidents, dangers, and homecomings
both virtual and real, paint a vivid and lasting portrait
of how strange, dangerous, and extraordinary the
ordinary life can be.

Too Much Happiness
**Winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature** This firstever selection of Alice Munro's stories sums up her
genius. Her territory is the secrets that cackle
beneath the façade of everyday lives, the pain and
promises, loves and fears of apparently ordinary men
and women whom she renders extraordinary and
unforgettable.

Selected Stories
**Winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature** These are
beguiling, provocative stories about manipulative
men and the women who outwit them, about
destructive marriages and curdled friendships, about
mothers and sons, about moments which change or
haunt a life. Alice Munro's stories surprise and delight,
turning lives into art, expanding our world and
shedding light on the strange workings of the human
heart.
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Open Secrets
In her Introduction, Margaret Atwood says, "Alice
Munro is among the major writers of English fiction of
our time Among writers themselves, her name is
spoken in hushed tones." My Best Stories is a dazzling
selection of stories-seventeen favourites chosen by
the author from across her distinguished career. The
stories are arranged in the order written, allowing
even the most devoted Munro admirer to discover
how her work developed, taking surprising turns. The
stories span a quarter of a century and include "Royal
Beatings," "Friend of My Youth," and "The Love of a
Good Woman." This is a book to read-and re-readvery slowly, savouring each story. This collection of
small masterpieces deserves a place in every
Canadian booklover's home.

Dear Life
The National Book Award-winning author of So Long,
See You Tomorrow offers an astonishing evocation of
a vanished world, as he retraces, branch by branch,
the history of his family, taking readers into the lives
of settlers, itinerant preachers, and small
businessmen, examining the way they saw their world
and how they imagined the world to come. From the
Trade Paperback edition.

Lives of Mothers & Daughters
A fleeting affair lingers in the memory of a woman.
Thirty years after the event, when both husband and
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lover have died, she remembers one further detail.
Part of the Storycuts series, this short story was
previously published in the collection Hateship,
Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage.

Vintage Munro
‘Munro is still one of our most fearless explorers of the
human being, as she descends, time and again,
headlamp on full beam, pickaxe and butter-knife at
the ready’ The Times Spanning her last five
collections and bringing together her finest work from
the past fifteen years, this new selection of Alice
Munro's stories infuses everyday lives with a wealth of
nuance and insight. Beautifully observed and
remarkably crafted, written with emotion and
empathy, these stories are nothing short of
perfection. A masterclass in the genre, from an author
who deservedly lays claim to being one of the major
fiction writers of our time.

The Golden Apples
In Dear Life, palliative care specialist Dr. Rachel
Clarke recounts her professional and personal journey
to understand not the end of life, but life at its end.
Death was conspicuously absent during Rachel's
medical training. Instead, her education focused
entirely on learning to save lives, and was left
wanting when it came to helping patients and their
families face death. She came to specialize in
palliative medicine because it is the one specialty in
which the quality, not quantity of life truly matters. In
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the same year she started to work in a hospice,
Rachel was forced to face tragedy in her own life
when her father was diagnosed with terminal cancer.
He'd inspired her to become a doctor, and the stories
he had told her as a child proved formative when it
came to deciding what sort of medicine she would
practice. But for all her professional exposure to
dying, she remained a grieving daughter. Dear Life
follows how Rachel came to understand—as a child,
as a doctor, as a human being—how best to help
patients in the final stages of life, and what that might
mean in practice.

Dear Life
'Read not more than one of her stories a day, and
allow them to work their spell slowly: they are made
to last' GuardianWhen her father marries his second
wife, Chrissy gets a new step sister. Three years older
than her, Queenie is beautiful and kind, someone
everybody wants to be friends with. Chrissy worships
her. But when Queenie runs away at eighteen, their
lives quietly diverge.Joyce Carol Oates has described
Alice Munro's work as 'tales of domestic tragicomedy
that seemed to open up, as if by magic, into wider,
deeper, vaster dimensions.' Queenie is Munro at her
subtle, heart-breaking best.'One of the great short
story writers not just of our time but of any time' New
York Times Book Review

Dear Life: Stories
**Winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature** The
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characters who populate an Alice Munro story live and
breathe. Passions hopelessly conceived, affections
betrayed, marriages made and broken: the joys,
fears, loves and awakenings of women echo
throughout these twelve unforgettable stories, laying
bare the unexceptional and yet inescapable pain of
human contact.

Family Furnishings
Alice Munro has devoted her entire career to the short
story form in her fourteen collections, having won the
Nobel Prize in Literature “as master of the
contemporary short story”. This edited volume
investigates her art as a storyteller, the processes she
performs on the contemporary short story genre in
her creative anatomical theatre. Divided into five
topical sections, it is a collection of scholarly chapters
which offer textual insights into a single story,
compare two or more texts, or casts a more
panoramic view on Munro’s literary production,
embracing stories from her first collection Dance of
the Happy Shades to her last published Dear Life.
Through different critical approaches that range from
post-structuralism to cultural studies, from linguistics
and rhetorical analyses to translation studies, the
authors insist on the concept that no fixed patterns
prevail in her short stories, as Munro has constantly
developed, challenged, and revised existing modes of
generic configuration, while discussing the fluidity,
the elusiveness, the indeterminacy, the ambiguity of
her superb writing.
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Queenie
An array of short fiction, selected by the author and
spanning the full range of her career, encompasses
seventeen stories, drawn from such collections as The
Beggar Maid, The Moons of Jupiter, and Runaway.

The Moons of Jupiter
**Winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature** Alice
Munro captures the essence of life in her brilliant new
collection of stories. Moments of change, chance
encounters, the twist of fate that leads a person to a
new way of thinking or being: the stories in Dear Life
build to form a radiant, indelible portrait of just how
dangerous and strange ordinary life can be.

For (Dear) Life
In the stories that make up Dance of the Happy
Shades, the deceptive calm of small-town life is
brought memorably to the page, revealing the
countryside of Southwestern Ontario to be home to as
many small sufferings and unanticipated emotions as
any place. This is the book that earned Alice Munro a
devoted readership and established her as one of
Canada's most beloved writers. Winner of the
Governor General's Award for Fiction, Dance of the
Happy Shades is Alice Munro's first short story
collection.

Alice Munro's Best
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Lorna finds herself strangely attracted to Lionel, a
former maths prodigy and student of her husband's.
When family affairs call him away and his absence
coincides with the unwelcome visit of her cousin, she
grows ill at ease. Part of the Storycuts series, this
short story was previously published in the collection
Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage.

Alice Munro and the Anatomy of the
Short Story
Originally dreading the one-hundred-day journalwriting assignment given by her new sixth-grade
teacher, Gene Tucks eventually warms up to sharing
her thoughts about being the new girl at school, St.
Bernard puppies, and her family.

The View from Castle Rock
**Winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature** These
dazzling and utterly satisfying stories explore
varieties and degrees of love - filial, platonic, sexual,
parental and imagined - in the lives of apparently
ordinary folk. In fact, Munro's characters pulse with
idiosyncratic life. Under the polished surface of these
unsentimental dispatches from the small-town and
rural front lies a strong undertow of violence and
sexuality, repressed until something snaps, with
extraordinary force in some of the stories, sadly and
strangely in others.

Carried Away
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Thacker takes us along the parallel tracks of Munro's
life and her stories, to bring us a thorough, revealing,
and enriching account of both.

Dear Life
**Winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature** Born into
the back streets of a small Canadian town, Rose
battled incessantly with her practical and shrewd
stepmother, Flo, who cowed her with tales of her own
past and warnings of the dangerous world outside.
But Rose was ambitious - she won a scholarship and
left for Toronto where she married Patrick. She was
his Beggar Maid, 'meek and voluptuous, with her shy
white feet', and he was her knight, content to sit and
adore her. Alice Munro's wonderful collection of
stories reads like a novel following Rose's life as she
moves away from her impoverished roots and forges
her own path in the world.

Alice Munro
“Runaway” is the first story in this stunning collection,
sure to be a runaway success. All of the eight stories
here are new, published in book form for the first
time. Two of the eight have never appeared
anywhere, so this will be a special feast for the
millions of Munro fans around the world. Miraculously,
these stories seem to have been written by a young
writer at the peak of her powers. Alice Munro’s central
characters range from 14-year-old Lauren in
“Trespass,” through the young couple in “Runaway,”
whose helpful older neighbour intervenes to help the
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wife escape, all the way to a 70-year-old woman
meeting a friend of her youth on a Vancouver street
and sitting with him to recall their tangled lives fifty
years earlier, through a web of cheerful lies. Three of
the stories, “Chance,” “Soon,” and “Silence,” are
linked, showing us how the young teacher Juliet
meets her fisherman lover on a train (and, by terrible
chance, visits his B.C. home on the day after his
wife’s funeral); how, years later, she brings baby
Penelope back east to show her parents and learns
sad secrets about their marriage; and how, twenty
years on, she visits the estranged Penelope in her cultlike B.C. community. The result is more powerful than
most novels, a quality in Alice Munro’s stories that
has been noted by many reviewers. The final story,
“Powers,” spans 50 years and runs from Goderich to
Vancouver and involves a cast of four characters,
each of whom steps forward to dominate the scene,
not least Tessa, the plain girl whose psychic powers
take her on the vaudeville circuit. But it is Alice
Munro’s own powers that dominate this collection and
that will amaze reviewers and readers. How can she
keep getting better? How can any one person know so
much about the heads and hearts of so many
different people? And how can she weave them
together in stories that delight academics and
ordinary readers alike, making each new Alice Munro
book a runaway bestseller? From the Hardcover
edition.

The Beggar Maid
This collection of short stories of the Mississippi Delta
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by the Pulitzer Prize–winning author is “a work of art”
(The New York Times Book Review). Here in Morgana,
Mississippi, the young dream of other places; the old
can tell you every name on every stone in the
cemetery on the town’s edge; and cuckolded
husbands and love-starved piano teachers share the
same paths. It’s also where one neighbor has
disappeared on the horizon, slipping away into local
legend. Black and white, lonely and the gregarious,
sexually adventurous and repressed, vengeful and
resigned, restless and settled, the vividly realized
characters that make up this collection of interrelated
stories, with elements drawn from ancient myth and
transplanted to the American South, prove that this
National Book Award–winning writer, as Katherine
Anne Porter once wrote, had “an ear sharp, shrewd,
and true as a tuning fork.” “I doubt that a better book
about ‘the South’—one that more completely gets the
feel of the particular texture of Southern life, and its
special tone and pattern—has ever been written.”
—The New Yorker

New Selected Stories
**Winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature** The world's
finest living short story writer turns to her family for
inspiration; and what follows is a fictionalised,
brilliantly imagined version of the past. From her
ancestors' view from Edinburgh's Castle Rock in the
eighteenth century to her parents' thwarted ambitions
in Ontario, and her own awakening in 1950s Canada,
Munro effortlessly weaves fact and myth to create an
epic story of past and present, proving that fiction has
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much to tell us about life.

Dear Life
In her lengthy and fascinating introduction Margaret
Atwood says “Alice Munro is among the major writers
of English fiction of our time. . . . Among writers
themselves, her name is spoken in hushed tones.”
This splendid gift edition is sure to delight Alice
Munro’s growing body of admirers, what Atwood calls
her “devoted international readership.” Long-time
fans of her stories will enjoy meeting old favourites,
where their new setting in this book may reveal new
sides to what once seemed a familiar story; devoted
followers may even dispute the exclusion of a
specially-beloved story. Readers lucky enough to
have found her recently will be delighted, as one
masterpiece succeeds another. The 17 stories are
carefully arranged in the order in which she wrote
them, which allows us to follow the development of
her range. “A Wilderness Station,” for example,
breaks “short story rules” by taking us right back to
the 1830s then jumping forward more than 100 years.
“The Albanian Virgin” destroys the idea that her
stories are set in B.C. or in Ontario’s “Alice Munro
Country.” And “The Bear Came Over the Mountain,”
the story behind the film Away From Her, takes us far
from the world of young girls learning about sex into
unflinching old age. This is a book to read slowly,
savouring each story. It deserves a place in every
Canadian book-lover’s library. From the Hardcover
edition.
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The Color Master
New essays engaging with the developing field of
literary geography to devote attention to the
"regional" settings of Munro's stories and how they
affect her characters' development or stasis.

Friend of My Youth
The bestselling author of The Particular Sadness of
Lemon Cake returns with a wondrous collection of
dreamy, strange, and magical stories. Truly beloved
by readers and critics alike, Aimee Bender has
become known as something of an enchantress
whose lush prose is “moving, fanciful, and gorgeously
strange” (People), “richly imagined and bittersweet”
(Vanity Fair), and “full of provocative ideas” (The
Boston Globe). In her deft hands, “relationships and
mundane activities take on mythic qualities” (The
Wall Street Journal). In this collection, Bender’s unique
talents sparkle brilliantly in stories about people
searching for connection through love, sex, and
family—while navigating the often painful realities of
their lives. A traumatic event unfolds when a girl with
flowing hair of golden wheat appears in an apple
orchard, where a group of people await her. A woman
plays out a prostitution fantasy with her husband and
finds she cannot go back to her old sex life. An ugly
woman marries an ogre and struggles to decide if she
should stay with him after he mistakenly eats their
children. Two sisters travel deep into Malaysia, where
one learns the art of mending tigers who have been
ripped to shreds. In these deeply resonant
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stories—evocative, funny, beautiful, and sad—we see
ourselves reflected as if in a funhouse mirror. Aimee
Bender has once again proven herself to be among
the most imaginative, exciting, and intelligent writers
of our time.

A Wilderness Station
Dear Toni
The awarding of the Nobel Prize in Literature to the
Canadian writer Alice Munro in 2013 confirmed her
position as a master of the short story form. This book
explores Munro's work from a full range of critical
perspectives, focussing on three of her most popular
and important published collections: Hateship,
Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage (2001),
Runaway (2004), and her final collection Dear Life
(2012). With chapters written by the world's leading
critics of Munro's work, the short story form and
contemporary Canadian writing, this book explores
such themes as love and marriage, sex, fate, gender
and humor in her writings as well as her approaches
to narrative form and autobiography. In these three
late collections Munro sharply articulates, again and
again, the mysteries of being itself.

Alice Munro’s Miraculous Art
Cinta. Rasa bersalah. Gairah. Kehilangan. Aib.
Keterasingan. Perkara keseharian yang begitu dekat,
tapi di tangan Munro, kehidupan paling sederhana
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sekalipun selalu berhasil diramu menjadi kisah yang
memikat. Empat cerita penutup yang disebut Munro
"terasa autobiografis" akan membawa kita menilik
kilasan masa kecil Munro; sesuatu yang belum pernah
diceritakan Munro sebelumnya. Dengan sentuhan
khas Munro, cerita-cerita ini menarik kita masuk
begitu dalam kekehidupan karakter-karakternya dan
mengejutkan kita dengan perubahan yang tak terkira.
Dipuji sebagai penulis dengan kejernihan visi dan
kemampuan bercerita yang tak tertandingi,
melaluiDear Life, Munro menunjukkan betapa sebuah
kehidupan biasa bisa menjadi begitu aneh,
berbahaya, dan tak terduga. [Mizan, Bentang
Pustaka, Alice Munro, Nobel Sastra, Novel,
Terjemahan, Indonesia]

My Best Stories
When Canadian Alice Munro was awarded the Nobel
Prize for Literature in 2013, she had already declared
her resignation from the post of short story writer
following the publication of her 2012 collection Dear
Life. This present volume offers critical analyses of
Alice Munro's complete final short story collection.
The book's contributors exercise in-depth, close
readings of each individual story and situate them in
Munro's lifetime oeuvre, as well as in her work's
critical reception to date. Scholars set out to show
how complex, irritating, disturbing, and enchanting
Munro's stories are, and how often all that matters is
to hold life dear - or to hold on for (dear) life. (Series:
MasteRResearch - Vol. 7) [Subject: Literary Criticism]
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Post and Beam (Storycuts)
A brilliant new collection of stories from one of the
most acclaimed and beloved writers of our time. Alice
Munro’s peerless ability to give us the essence of a
life in often brief but always spacious and timeless
stories is once again everywhere apparent in this
brilliant new collection. In story after story, she
illumines the moment a life is forever altered by a
chance encounter or an action not taken, or by a
simple twist of fate that turns a person out of his or
her accustomed path and into a new way of being or
thinking. A poet, finding herself in alien territory at
her first literary party, is rescued by a seasoned
newspaper columnist, and is soon hurtling across the
continent, young child in tow, toward a hoped-for but
completely unplanned meeting. A young soldier,
returning to his fiancée from the Second World War,
steps off the train before his stop and onto the farm of
another woman, beginning a life on the move. A
wealthy young woman having an affair with the
married lawyer hired by her father to handle his
estate comes up with a surprising way to deal with
the blackmailer who finds them out. While most of
these stories take place in Munro’s home
territory—the small Canadian towns around Lake
Huron—the characters sometimes venture to the
cities, and the book ends with four pieces set in the
area where she grew up, and in the time of her own
childhood: stories “autobiographical in feeling, though
not, sometimes, entirely so in fact.” A girl who can’t
sleep imagines night after wakeful night that she kills
her beloved younger sister. A mother snatches up her
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child and runs for dear life when a crazy woman
comes into her yard. Suffused with Munro’s clarity of
vision and her unparalleled gift for storytelling, these
tales about departures and beginnings, accidents and
dangers, and outgoings and homecomings both
imagined and real, paint a radiant, indelible portrait of
how strange, perilous, and extraordinary ordinary life
can be.

The Progress of Love
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE© IN LITERATURE 2013
A New York Times Notable Book A Washington Post
Notable Work of Fiction A Best Book of the Year: The
Atlantic, NPR, San Francisco Chronicle, Vogue, AV
Club In story after story in this brilliant new collection,
Alice Munro pinpoints the moment a person is forever
altered by a chance encounter, an action not taken,
or a simple twist of fate. Her characters are flawed
and fully human: a soldier returning from war and
avoiding his fiancée, a wealthy woman deciding
whether to confront a blackmailer, an adulterous
mother and her neglected children, a guilt-ridden
father, a young teacher jilted by her employer.
Illumined by Munro’s unflinching insight, these lives
draw us in with their quiet depth and surprise us with
unexpected turns. And while most are set in her
signature territory around Lake Huron, some strike
even closer to home: an astonishing suite of four
autobiographical tales offers an unprecedented
glimpse into Munro’s own childhood. Exalted by her
clarity of vision and her unparalleled gift for
storytelling, Dear Life shows how strange, perilous,
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and extraordinary ordinary life can be.

Lives of Girls and Women
Alice Munro’s Miraculous Art is a collection of sixteen
original essays on Nobel laureate Alice Munro’s
writings. The volume covers the entirety of Munro’s
career, from the first stories she published in the early
1950s as an undergraduate at the University of
Western Ontario to her final books. It offers an
enlightening range of approaches and interpretive
strategies, and provides many new perspectives,
reconsidered positions and analyses that will enhance
the reading, teaching, and appreciation of Munro’s
remarkable—indeed miraculous—work. Following the
editors’ introduction—which surveys Munro’s
recurrent themes, explains the design of the book,
and summarizes each contribution—Munro biographer
Robert Thacker contributes a substantial bio-critical
introduction to her career. The book is then divided
into three sections, focusing on Munro’s characteristic
forms, themes, and most notable literary effects.

What Is Remembered (Storycuts)
“I think I will have to use my time wisely and keep my
thoughts straight if I am to succeed and deliver the
cargo I so carefully have carried thus far to the outer
reaches.” --Neil Young, from Waging Heavy Peace
Legendary singer and songwriter Neil Young’s storied
career has spanned over forty years and yielded
some of the modern era’s most enduring music. Now
for the first time ever, Young reflects upon his
Page 20/25

Download File PDF Dear Life Stories Alice Munro
life—from his Canadian childhood, to his part in the
sixties rock explosion with Buffalo Springfield and
Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young, through his later career
with Crazy Horse and numerous private challenges.
An instant classic, Waging Heavy Peace is as
uncompromising and unforgettable as the man
himself. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Julieta (Movie Tie-in Edition)
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013
Vintage Readers are a perfect introduction to some of
the greatest modern writers presented in attractive,
accessible paperback editions. “In Munro’s hands, as
in Chekhov’s, a short story is more than big enough to
hold the world—and to astonish us again and again.”
—Chicago Tribune In an unbroken procession of
brilliant, revelatory short stories, Alice Munro has
unfolded the wordless secrets that lie at the heart of
all human experience. She has won three Governor
General’s Literary Awards in her native Canada, as
well as the National Book Critics Circle Award. Vintage
Munro includes stories from throughout her career:
The title stories from her collections The Moons of
Jupiter; The Progress of Love; Hateship, Friendship,
Courtship, Loveship, Marriage; “Differently,” from
Selected Stories, and “Carried Away,” from Open
Secrets.

Space and Place in Alice Munro's Fiction
Sheila Munro is the daughter of one of the world’s
most admired fiction writers: Alice Munro, three-time
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winner of Canada’s prestigious Governor General’s
Award. In Lives of Mothers and Daughters, she reveals
what it was like to grow up with a mother of such
tremendous renown. At the core of the book lies a
loving and intimate biography of Alice, presented as
only a daughter can. Sheila traces the story back to
her ancestors, who left Scotland in the early 19th
century, before telling of Alice’s birth in 1931, her
youth growing up on an Ontario farm, and her two
marriages, and two grandchildren--Sheila’s own
children. Sheila has a tale to tell that’s her own as
well, involving her writerly aspirations and her efforts
to forge a unique path while following in her mother’s
footsteps. And so, from her perspective as both an
author and a mother, Sheila writes frankly about her
mother and her mother’s writing. The legions of
devoted Alice Munro fans will glimpse real-life
settings, situations and characters that have worked
their way into her fiction as Sheila offers a behind-thescenes tour (replete with Munro family snapshots) of
the inspirations for the tales Munro fans know and
love.

Penguin Modern Classics Dance of the
Happy Shades
The only novel from bestselling author Alice Munro,
winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature Catching frogs,
grazing knees, singing songs to save England from
Hitler - that was childhood for Del Jordan, and now
she's impatient for more. More than she can find in
the encyclopedias sold by her mother, or in the halfunderstood innuendos dispensed by best friend
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Naomi, or in the whispers of boys during Friday night
dances. Just like the girls in the movies, she wants to
get started on real life. In her only novel, Alice Munro
turns her eye to the frustrations, embarrassments,
glee and bewilderment of adolescence, and to the
brushes with sex, death, violence and birth that shape
the lives of girls and women. 'I am the perfect
audience for her brand of quiet, seething feminism'
Lena Dunham 'Superb' Independent 'In Munro's work,
nothing can be predicted. Emotions erupt.
Preconceptions crumble. Surprises proliferate'
Margaret Atwood 'Exact and unflinching' Guardian
'She is one of the handful of writers, some living, most
dead, whom I have in mind when I say that fiction is
my religion' Jonathan Franzen

Ancestors
From the winner of the 2013 Nobel Prize in
Literature—and one of our most beloved writers—a
new selection of her peerless short fiction, gathered
from the collections of the last two decades, a
companion volume to Selected Stories (1968-1994).
Family Furnishings brings us twenty-four of Alice
Munro’s most accomplished, most powerfully
affecting stories, many of them set in the territory she
has so brilliantly made her own: the small towns and
flatlands of southwestern Ontario. Subtly honed with
her hallmark precision, grace, and compassion, these
stories illuminate the quotidian yet extraordinary
particularity in the lives of men and women, parents
and children, friends and lovers as they discover sex,
fall in love, part, quarrel, suffer defeat, set off into the
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unknown, or find a way to be in the world. Peopled
with characters as real to us as we are to ourselves,
Munro’s stories encompass the fullness of human
experience—from the wild exhilaration of first love, in
“Passion,” to the lengths a once-straying husband will
go to make his wife happy as her memory fades, in
“The Bear Came Over the Mountain.” Other stories
suggest the punishing consequences of leaving home
(“Runaway”) or leaving a marriage (“The Children
Stay”). The part romantic love plays in one’s
existence is explored in “Too Much Happiness,” based
on the life of the noted nineteenth-century
mathematician, Sophia Kovalevsky. And in stories
that Munro has described as “closer to the truth than
usual”—“Dear Life,” “Working for a Living,” and
“Home” among them—we glimpse the author’s own
life. As the Nobel Prize presentation speech says in
part: “Reading one of Alice Munro’s texts is like
watching a cat walk across a laid dinner table. A brief
short story can often cover decades, summarizing a
life, as she moves deftly between different periods.
No wonder Alice Munro is often able to say more in
thirty pages than an ordinary novelist is capable of in
three hundred. She is a virtuoso of the elliptical and
the master of the contemporary short story.” From
the Hardcover edition.
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