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Introducing Media Studies

<p>We live in a period of accelerating change. New trends, technologies and crisis
emerge rapidly and transform familiar social and political landscapes. Established
and cherished ideals, with deep historical roots, can be overturned overnight.
Unconventional and uncommon notions and events can appear as though from
nowhere, proliferate, and become dominant. The last few years alone have
witnessed the emergence of populism and the far right in Europe and the US,
Brexit, cracks in the European Union, cyber wars accompanied by the re-
emergence of a cold war. China as an increasingly dominant new superpower.
Pandemics like the Ebola and Zika viruses. Climate change leading to extreme
weather events. Driverless cars. Al. ‘Fake News’. ‘Alternative Facts’. ‘Post-Truth’.
‘Disruptive technologies’ that disrupt and often corrupt everything. Everything
seems to be in a state of flux, nothing can be trusted. All that we regard as normal
is melting away right before us.</p><p><br></p><p>The postnormal times
theory attempts to make sense of a rapidly changing world, where uncertainty is
the dominant theme and ignorance has become a valuable commodity. <em>The
Postnormal Times Reader</em> is a pioneering anthology of writings on the
contradictory, complex and chaotic nature of our era. It covers the origins, theory
and methods of postnormal times; and examines a host of issues, ranging from
climate change, governance, Middle East to religion and science, from the
perspective of postnormal times. By mapping some of the key local and global
issues of our transitional age, the Reader suggests a way of navigating our
turbulent futures.</p>

Islam, Postmodernism and Other Futures

What is mathematics, and why is it such a mystery to so many people?
Mathematics is the greatest creation of human intelligence. It affects us all. We
depend on it in our daily lives, and yet many of the tools of mathematics, such as
geometry, algebra and trigonometry, are descended from ancient or non-Western
civilizations. Introducing Mathematics traces the story of mathematics from the

ancient world to modern times, describing the great discoveries and providing an
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accessible introduction to such topics as number-systems, geometry and algebra,
the calculus, the theory of the infinite, statistical reasoning and chaos theory. It
shows how the history of mathematics has seen progress and paradox go hand in
hand - and how this is still happening today.

Chaos

IIT Books-In-Brief Series is a valuable collection of the Institute’s key publications
written in condensed form to give readers a core understanding of the main
contents of the original. Postnormal times are best defined as ‘an in-between
period where old orthodoxies are dying, new ones have yet to be born, and very
few things seem to make sense’. or, as Ezio Mauro puts it: ‘we are hanging
between the “no longer” and the “not yet” and thus we are necessary unstable
-nothing around us is fixed, not even our direction of travel.” The postnormal times
theory attempts to make sense of a rapidly changing world, where uncertainty is
the dominant theme and ignorance has become a valuable community. The
Postnormal Times Reader is a pioneering anthology of writings on the
contradictory, complex and chaotic nature of our era. It covers the origins, theory
and methods of postnormal times; and examines a host of issues, ranging from
climate change, governance, Middle East to religion and science, from the
perspective of postnormal times. By mapping some of the key local and global
issues of our transitional age, the Reader suggests a way of navigating our
turbulent futures.

The Consumption of Kuala Lumpur

Where will Muslim societies be tomorrow? The world is increasingly and constantly
changing, making it hard to keep up. This makes the state much more dire and
troublesome for those already marginalised - particularly Muslim societies. Normal
is no longer capable of upholding the promise of tomorrow’s certainty. These are
postnormal times. In this storm of ignorance and uncertainty, Muslim societies
stand to lose the most. But this is not destiny. In the cultivation of a new type of
literacy - futures literacy - there resides a hope. Muslim Societies in Postnormal
Times offers an alternative where we can ‘rescue’ and decolonise our futures.
Sardar, Serra, and Jordan take an open and plural approach to the future revealing
the true potentials that lie before us. Through detailed analysis of contemporary
trends, the road to destruction is revealed. Through identifying and exploring
emerging issues, agency through options can allow for positive change. And in the
extrapolation of these ideas into scenarios, the authors pave the way for us to
navigate our own preferred futures. Their study challenges the reader to think
about the future in a new way, redefining the monolithic future as three tomorrows
(Extended Present, Familiar Futures, and Unthought Futures), along the way ever
watchful for Black Swans, Black Elephants, and the illustrious Black Jellyfish that
could disrupt the path ahead. The authors pull no punches in critically evaluating
the possibilities and nightmares that could potentially befall Muslim societies.
Through a display of creativity and imagination, this book looks beyond the
conventional to illuminate impacts in the context of the complex, interconnected
world we find ourselves in. This informative and enlightening text will push readers
to see beyond popular, yet native notions of present and future. In the exposition

of the reader’s ignorance and uncertPain’g}{é they will begin to look for the unthought
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and take agency in recolonising and navigating their preferred tomorrow.

Introducing Chaos

" ?In this book: "A pioneering writer on Islam? - Guardian Who was the real
Muhammad?Muhammad: All That Matters, by bestselling expert on Islam Ziauddin
Sardar, seeks to look beyond Muhammad the prophet, to find Muhammad the man.
By returning to the original sources, and incorporating new research on pre-Islamic
Mecca, Sardar is able to focus on Muhammad?s character, his values, and on
events in his life which up until now have largely been ignored. The Muhammad
you will meet in this book is an individual motivated by a sense of justice and
equality, and by a passion to help the marginalized. This is a Muhammad who is
engaged in a struggle to establish the good society against all odds. This
accessible and concise book will appeal to both students and general readers, of
any religious persuasion or none. It is a fascinating introduction to Muhammad,
rediscovering the unique attributes which have contributed to his monumental
impact on history. The All That Matters series: All That Matters books: All books in
the All That Matters series are written by world experts in their subject field. These
experts work to distil a topic and get right to its heart, making the book accessible
for both students and general readers. Each compelling book contains new and
interesting perspectives and tells stories that matter. The Author: Ziauddin Sardar
is Professor of Law and Society, Middlesex University and co-editor of quarterly
Critical Muslim. He has been described as a "critical polymath?, and was recently
selected in the Observer?s list of Britain?s top public intellectuals. He is perhaps
best known for his wide-ranging work on Islam, including the international
bestseller Introducing Islam. Ziauddin is also Chair of the Muslim Institute, London,
and appears regularly on radio, television and in the New Statesman, Guardian and
Independent. Keep up with Ziauddin Sardar on his website:
www.ziauddinsardar.com. Other books in the All That Matters series: All That
Matters - Interesting Introductions to Important Issues Books on the following
subjects are available from the All That Matters series: Bioethics, God, Water,
Political Philosophy, Sustainability, Philosophy, Intelligence, Love, Russian
Revolution, War, and Creativity.To find out more visit:
www.allthatmattersbooks.com? "

A Person of Pakistani Origins

In Future: All That Matters, Ziauddin Sardar shows that thinking and speculating
about the future has always been a part of human history, but exploring the
futures in a systematic and scientific way is a recent phenomenon. What is known
variously as 'futures studies’, 'futurology' or 'foresight' only emerged as a discipline
during the last few decades. The study of the future, however, is not only about
'‘predicting’ or ‘forecasting' the future, which is always a perilous exercise. It is also
about appreciating the potentials and possibilities, as well as risks and threats,
lurking over the horizon. It can enable us both to avoid the dangers as well as
shape a viable and desirable future. This book explores the exciting field of futures
studies, and shows how knowledge of the future is acquired and put into practice.
We examine various methods for studying the future, with the emphasis not so
much on predicting specific events but on delineating alternative paths to the

future. We look at some celebrated readajr;gs of the future as well as case studies
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where exploration of the future has been used to shape policy and planning in
businesses and communities, international organisations and regional institutions,
and interest and lobby groups. Finally, the book suggests why and how in an
increasingly complex, uncertain and diverse world, the study of the future can help
people recover their agency and help them to create the world in which they wish
to live. This accessible and readable book will appeal both to students and general
readers, giving a fascinating introduction to thinking about the future - and what
matters most about it.

The British National Bibliography

Muslim Societies in Postnormal Times

Aliens R Us explores the global culture of science fiction cinema, and in particular
its presentation of contemporary images of the Other. Taking as a starting point
the popularity of international forms such as Japanese Manga and Hong Kong sci-fi,
in addition to the success of films such as The Matrix and television series such as
Deep Space Nine, the contributors examine the science fiction genre as an
international, populist form of social analysis. In doing so, they discuss issues such
as Orientalism, technology, apocalyptic futures, xenophobia, militarism and the
role of women. Most contemporary studies look at the generic characteristics of
science fiction,with its allegorical rendering of contemporary life, usually in relation
to America. This book moves beyond a purely generic study, assessing European
and Asian film work, discussing their varying representations of the Other, and
what this reveals about popular perceptions of global culture and society. Case
studies include Independence Day, Star Trek: First Contact and Until the End of the
World, in addition to chapters on Eco-Apocalypse and new French sci-fi and New
Manchester Ecstasy sci-fi.

American Book Publishing Record

How do we reconcile the advantages of science with its perils? What do scientists
actually do? Is science 'value-free'? How has science evolved through history?
Where is science leading us? We now begin to see that uncertainty and ignorance
tend to increase with changes in the production of knowledge. We have arrived at
the threshold of post-normal science. Introducing Science is a clear and incisively
illustrated anatomy of science. It is essential reading for students, ordinary citizens
and scientists themselves.

Postmodernism and The Other

The new "sine" of mathematical geekdom! Do you dream about long division in
your sleep? Does the thought of solving abstruse equations bring a smile to your
face? Do you love celebrating pi every March? Then, Math Geek was made for you!
With this guide, you'll learn even more about the power of numbers as you explore
their brilliant nature in ways you've never imagined. From manhole covers to
bubbles to subway maps, each page gives you a glimpse of the world through
renowned mathematicians' eyes and reveals how their theorems and equations
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can be applied to nearly everything you encounter. Covering dozens of your
favorite math topics, you'll find fascinating answers to questions like: How are the
waiting times for buses determined? Why is Romanesco Broccoli so mesmerizing?
How do you divide a cake evenly? Should you run or walk to avoid rain showers?
Filled with compelling mathematical explanations, Math Geek sheds light on the
incredible world of numbers hidden deep within your day-to-day life.

Introducing Media Studies

From advertising to zapping, sex to shopping, toys to hype, The A to Z of
Postmodern Life explores the ideas, products, artefacts and 'isms' that shape the
undefined, but ever encompassing, global culture.

Introducing Fractal Geometry

The media is ubiquitous. Every day we watch hours of TV, listen to the radio, read
newspapers and magazines, go to the cinema, sit in front of videos or surf the
Web. These information commodities exercise enormous influence and power over
all of us. Introducing Media Studies explores the complex relationship between the
media, ideology, knowledge and power. It provides a scintillating tour of media
history and presents a coherent view of the media industry, media theory and
methods in media research. It explains how 'the audience' is constructed and how
it in turn interprets the content and meaning of media representation. We also
learn how to analyse film, deconstruct advertising and appreciate how TV and the
press shape public opinion. The media is a condition of our existence and, in an
unprecedented way, the pervading shape of our history. No one can afford to
neglect a critical understanding of its omnipresence. Here is an entertaining and
informative book, accessible to students and general readers concerned with the
increasing power, influence and proliferation of the media.

The A to Z of Postmodern Life

The Reform in Higher Education in Muslim Societies is in sum a paradigm shift in
perspective driven by important considerations including the aims of education
itself. It may require reforming existing disciplines, inventing new ones, as well as
working in conjunction with current knowledge(s) and discourses by taking
effective account of the ethical, spiritual norms of Muslim society, the guiding
principles that it operates under, which in turn mark the underlying basis of its
makeup and spiritual identity. Rather than creating divisions, reform of Higher
Education in Muslim Societies recognizes the plurality and diversity of the modern
networked world, and seeks to replace sterile and uniform approaches to
knowledge with a broader and more creative understanding of reality as lived on
different soils and different cultures. Moderation, balance and effective
communication are paramount features of the underlying philosophy.

Math Geek

Not so long ago, we believed that science was a neutral, value-free quest for Truth.
With "The Structure of Scientific Revolutions" (1962), Thomas Kuhn opened science
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to scrutiny as a "social" activity. He reduced science to puzzle-solving within belief
systems, suggesting that "normal" science was nothing more than dogmatic
stability punctuated by occasional revolutions. Sociologists of science went even
further, arguing that scientists just "negotiate" their agreements rather than being
constrained by mythical "facts". About a decade ago, the "Science Wars" began
with counter-attacks from scientists on the sociologists. "Thomas Kuhn and the
Science Wars" shows how science has become a major contested cultural symbol,
and suggests that we need a postmodern synthesis in which the old debates are
transcended. Science is not about demonstrations by experts, but dialogue among
stakeholders. This is the new face of science, one which gives Kuhn's seminal
insights new life.

Chaos and Fractals

What really happens at the most fundamental levels of nature? Introducing Particle
Physics explores the very frontiers of our knowledge, even showing how particle
physicists are now using theory and experiment to probe our very concept of what
is real. From the earliest history of the atomic theory through to supersymmetry,
micro-black holes, dark matter, the Higgs boson, and the possibly mythical
graviton, practising physicist and CERN contributor Tom Whyntie gives us a mind-
expanding tour of cutting-edge science. Featuring brilliant illustrations from Oliver
Pugh, Introducing Particle Physics is a unique tour through the most astonishing
and challenging science being undertaken today.

Introducing Particle Physics

Beknopte inleiding tot de chaostheorie, de wetenschap van aperiodieke,
deterministische maar onvoorspelbare systemen, waarin ideeén en consequenties
van deze theorie in woord en beeld worden uitgelegd.

Balti Britain

This title is now available in a new format. Refer to Media Studies: A Graphic Guide
9781848311848.

Introducing Islam

Elizabeth A. Kaye specializes in communications as part of her coaching and
consulting practice. She has edited Requirements for Certification since the
2000-01 edition.

Thomas Kuhn and the Science Wars

A balanced portrayal of |real Islam|, looking beyond the common perceptions and

polemical debates. It shows what Islam has achieved and shows why a better

understanding of Muslims is needed throughout the world. But it also explains why

Islam needs to make itself more relevant by showing it can create a tolerant and

peaceful society, and explores the steps for reform. A plain-speaking, independent

view that informs current debates and puts modern developments into the context
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of the history of Islam and its people.
Introducing Foucault

Richard Appignanesi goes on a personal quest of Existentialism in its original state.
He begins with Camus' question of suicide: 'Must life have a meaning to be lived?"
Is absurdity at the heart of Existentialism? Or is Sartre right: is Existentialism 'the
least scandalous, most technically austere' of all teachings? This brilliant Graphic
Guide explores Existentialism in a unique comic book-style.

Introducing Statistics

"I grew up reading the Qur'an on my mother's lap," writes Ziauddin Sardar. "It's an
experience | share with most Muslim children. And so it is that our connection to
the Qur'an is infused with associations of the warmest and most enduring of
human bonds." In Reading the Qur'an, Sardar--one of Europe's leading public
intellectuals--laments that for far too many Muslims, the Qur'an he had learned in
his mother's lap has become a stick used for ensuring conformity and suppressing
dissenting views. Indeed, some find in the Qur'an justification for misogyny,
validation for hatred of others, an obsession with dress and mindless ritual, rules
for running modern states. Arguing passionately but reasonably against these
trends, Sardar speaks out for a more open, less doctrinaire approach to reading the
Qur'an. He contends that the Qur'an is not fixed in stone for all time, but a dynamic
text which every generation must encounter anew, and whose relevance and
implications for our time we have yet to fully discover. The words of the Qur'an
imply movement: the religious life, it tells us, is not about standing still but always
striving to make our life, our society, the entire world around us a better place for
everyone. Sardar explores the Qur‘an from a variety of perspectives, from
traditional exegesis to hermeneutics, critical theory, and cultural analysis, drawing
fresh and contemporary lessons from the Sacred Text. He also examines what the
Qur'an says about such contemporary topics as power and politics, rights of
women, suicide, domestic violence, sex, homosexuality, the veil, freedom of
expression, and evolution. Ziauddin Sardar opens a new window on this
remarkable Sacred Text, in a book that will engage all devout Muslims and will
interest anyone curious about the Qur'an and Islam today.

What Do Muslims Believe?

Jacques Lacan is now regarded as a major psychoanalytical theorist alongside
Freud and Jung, although recognition has been delayed by fierce arguments over
his ideas. Written by a leading Lacanian analyst, "Introducing Lacan" guides the
reader through his innovations, including his work on paranoia, his addition of
structural linguistics to Freudianism and his ideas on the infant 'mirror phase'. It
also traces Lacan's influence in postmodern critical thinking on art, literature,
philosophy and feminism. This is the ideal introduction for anyone intrigued by
Lacan's ideas but discouraged by the complexity of his writings.

Introducing Mathematics
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If a butterfly flaps its wings in Brazil, does it cause a tornado in Texas? Chaos
theory attempts to answer such baffling questions. The discovery of randomness in
apparently predictable physical systems has evolved into a science that declares
the universe to be far more unpredictable than we have ever imagined. Introducing
Chaos explains how chaos makes its presence felt in events from the fluctuation of
animal populations to the ups and downs of the stock market. It also examines the
roots of chaos in modern maths and physics, and explores the relationship
between chaos and complexity, the unifying theory which suggests that all
complex systems evolve from a few simple rules. This is an accessible introduction
to an astonishing and controversial theory.

Rethinking Reform in Higher Education

Ziauddin Sardar is a prolific writer and an insightful cultural commentator. His
latest book, Why Do People Hate America?, has been a regular feature in bestseller
lists in several countries. In the UK, he is known as a leading intellectual and his
regular contributions to the Observer, the Independent and the New Statesman
have brought his writings to a wide audience. As one of our most high-profile
Muslim intellectuals, he has also become an increasingly important voice in the
media since the events of September 11th 2001. This is the first collection of his
writings that offers a comprehensive introduction to his thought. Starting with his
analysis of his own position as a British Muslim and a writer, it goes on to explore
issues of Islam and cultural change, education, identity, post-modernism and the
future. Drawn from a broad range of his work in scholarly journals as well as from
his many books on aspects of culture and society, it includes his most frequently
cited papers and makes an ideal introduction to the immense scope of his work in
cultural studies.Ziaddin Sardar is currently the editor of Third Text and Visiting
Professor of Cultural Studies at City University, London. His books for Pluto Press
include Postmodernism and the Other and Aliens R Us.

Introducing Lacan

From the medicine we take, the treatments we receive, the aptitude and
psychometric tests given by employers, the cars we drive, the clothes we wear to
even the beer we drink, statistics have given shape to the world we inhabit. For the
media, statistics are routinely 'damning’, 'horrifying', or, occasionally,
‘encouraging'. Yet, for all their ubiquity, most of us really don't know what to make
of statistics. Exploring the history, mathematics, philosophy and practical use of
statistics, Eileen Magnello - accompanied by Bill Mayblin's intelligent graphic
illustration - traces the rise of statistics from the ancient Babylonians, Egyptians
and Chinese, to the censuses of Romans and the Greeks, and the modern
emergence of the term itself in Europe. She explores the 'vital statistics' of, in
particular, William Farr, and the mathematical statistics of Karl Pearson and R.A.
Fisher.She even tells how knowledge of statistics can prolong one's life, as it did for
evolutionary biologist Stephen Jay Gould, given eight months to live after a cancer
diagnoses in 1982 - and he lived until 2002. This title offers an enjoyable, surprise-
filled tour through a subject that is both fascinating and crucial to understanding
our world.
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Mecca

“A curious, often amusing travelogue of [Sardar’s] quest for understanding and the
Muslims he has encountered along his journeys.”—Publishers Weekly Ziauddin
Sardar, one of the foremost Muslim intellectuals in Britain, learned the Koran at his
mother’s knee in Pakistan. As a young student in London he set out to grasp the
meaning of his religion, and, hopefully, to find “paradise,” his quest leading him
throughout the Muslim world, from Iran to China to Turkey. Along the way he
accepts that he may never reach paradise—but it’s the journey that’s important. At
a time when the view of Islam in the West is so often distorted and simplistic,
Desperately Seeking Paradise—self-mocking, frank and passionate—is essential
reading. “Intoxicating . . . upon finishing the book, | turned back and started
reading it all over again.”—Kamila Shamise, New Statesman “At once and earnest
and humorous, light-hearted and profound, this is a book that displays a sustained
capacity for self-questioning of a kind that has few parallels in the liberal
West.”—The Independent “This challenging book not only acts as a guide for
Muslims but provides insight and clarification for those outside the Islamic
faith.”—Financial Times “The only funny book I've read about Islam.”—Mail on
Sunday

The No-nonsense Guide to Islam

What do scientists actually do? Is science "value-free"? How has science evolved
through history? Where is science leading us? "Introducing Philosophy of Science"
is a clear and incisively illustrated map of the big questions underpinning science.
It is essential reading for students, the general public, and even scientists
themselves.

Reading the Qur'an

What does it mean to be a Pakistani? What do people see when they think they see
a Pakistani? Can a Pakistani be more than one thing? In A Person of Pakistani
Origins, Ziauddin Sardar, who does not have an authentic birth certificate to prove
his origins, seeks to discover what makes a Pakistani and whether it is something
one wants or ought to be. He reflects on his culture and heritage through the
stories of the Pakistanis inhis life. These are tales of dueling poets, fake thrillers, an
uncle who has the ability to disappear and reappear miles away without even
breaking a sweat, a traditional bookish auntie who harbors feminist desires, and a
culture deeply entangled in Bollywood films. Nothing is as it seems,
andassumptions made serve only as lessons for tomorrow. Deep contemplation,
generously coasted with humor, takes you on a journey into multifaceted ethos of
Pakistani culture, the beauty of Urdu language, as well as the humble insanity that
is the everyday life of a person of Pakistani origins. Readersare prompted to
embark on reflections on where they come from and who they have become.

Introducing Existentialism

This title is now available in a new format. Refer to Cultural Studies: A Graphic
Guide 9781848311817.
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Introducing Cultural Studies

Fractal geometry is the geometry of the natural world and is an extension of
classical geometry.

How Do You Know?

“Elucidating . . . describes the basics of Islam, including the Qur’an and hadith, the
life of Muhammad and the history of Islam and Muslims.”—Publishers Weekly
(starred review) “The world is green and beautiful; and God has appointed you as
His trustee over it.”—The Prophet Muhammad Islam is one of the great
monotheistic religions of the world. It produced a magnificent civilization, envied
for its science and learning, spanning over a thousand years. The teachings of
Islam emphasize unity, humility, forgiveness and love of God. The Qur’'an sings the
virtues of knowledge and rationality. The life of Muhammad demonstrates the
importance of tolerance, social justice and brotherhood. In Sufism, Islam presents a
mystical system based on love and devotion. So why is Islam associated with
hatred, violence, obstinacy and bigotry? Ziauddin Sardar examines the true
teachings of Islam and explores the reality of the Muslim world today. Emphasizing
the diversity of Islam and its ideals, he assesses the role Islam plays in the lives of
ordinary Muslims and how Islamic beliefs and practices help Muslims understand
the modern world. “Ziauddin Sardar is arguably one of the best-known Muslim
public intellectuals in the world today. He is an iconoclast, often a gadfly and
undoubtedly one of the few Muslim intellectuals who span the proverbial Two
Cultures.”—Muslim News “Among the many sanguine introductions to Islam,
Sardar’s moves immediately to the front rank for its readability.”—Booklist

Future: All That Matters

For students with a background in elementary algebra, this book provides a vivid
introduction to the key phenomena and ideas of chaos and fractals, including the
butterfly effect, strange attractors, fractal dimensions, Julia Sets and the
Mandelbrot Set, power laws, and cellular automata. The book includes over 200
end-of-chapter exercises.

Introducing Philosophy of Science

This book places Michel Foucault's work in its turbulent philosophical and political
context, and critically explores his mission to expose the links between knowledge
and power in the human sciences, their discourses and institutions. It explains how
Foucault overturned our assumptions about the experience and perception of
madness, sexuality and criminality, and the often brutal social practices of
confinement, confession and discipline.

Desperately Seeking Paradise

Islamic culture has produced some of the finest achievements of humanity.
"Introducing Islam" is a fascinating look into a sometimes misunderstood faith.
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Aliens R Us

Postmodernism has often been presented as a new theory of liberation that
promotes pluralism and gives representation to the marginalised peoples of the
non-west and 'other' cultures.In this major assessment of postmodernism from a
non-western perspective, Ziauddin Sardar offers a radical critique of this view.
Covering the salient spheres of postmodernism - from architecture, film, television
and pop music, to philosophy, consumer lifestyles and new age religions - Sardar
reveals that postmodernism in fact operates to further marginalise the reality of
the non-west and confound its aspirations.By tracing postmodernism's roots in
colonialism and modernity, Sardar demonstrates that the dominant contemporary
intellectual fashion, peddling an insidiously oppressive and subtle revisionism, is
the most comprehensive onslaught on the non-west ever experienced. In stern
retort, the author offers ways in which the peoples of the non-west can counter the
postmodern assault and survive with their identities, histories and cultures intact.

Chaos

Outstanding contributors include Pierre Macherey, Charles Wolfe, Alex Callinicos
and Judith Revel

Books-in-Brief: The Postnormal Times Reader

Muhammad: All That Matters

Looks at the history and significance of the city of Mecca, from its early history
through its sudden emergence as the religious center of an empire, to its modern
incarnation and what its future could bring.

Introducing Science

The “highly entertaining” New York Times bestseller, which explains chaos theory
and the butterfly effect, from the author of The Information (Chicago Tribune). For
centuries, scientific thought was focused on bringing order to the natural world.
But even as relativity and quantum mechanics undermined that rigid certainty in
the first half of the twentieth century, the scientific community clung to the idea
that any system, no matter how complex, could be reduced to a simple pattern. In
the 1960s, a small group of radical thinkers began to take that notion apart,
placing new importance on the tiny experimental irregularities that scientists had
long learned to ignore. Miniscule differences in data, they said, would eventually
produce massive ones—and complex systems like the weather, economics, and
human behavior suddenly became clearer and more beautiful than they had ever
been before. In this seminal work of scientific writing, James Gleick lays out a
cutting edge field of science with enough grace and precision that any reader will
be able to grasp the science behind the beautiful complexity of the world around
us. With more than a million copies sold, Chaos is “a groundbreaking book about
what seems to be the future of physics” by a writer who has been a finalist for both
the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award, the author of Time Travel: A History
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and Genius: The Life and Science of Richard Feynman (Publishers Weekly).
The Postnormal Times Reader

Sardar travels to Asian communities throughout the UK to tell the history of Asians
in Britain - from the arrival of the first Indian in 1614, to the young extremists in
Walthamstow mosque in 2006. He interweaves throughout an illuminating account
of his own life, describing his carefree childhood in Pakistan, his family's emigration
to racist 1950s Britain, and his adulthood straddling two cultures. Along the way he
asks: are arranged marriages a good thing? Does the term 'Asian' obscure more
than it conveys? Do vindaloo and balti actually exist? And is multiculturalism an
impossible dream?
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