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American Labyrinth
Long before the United States was a nation, it was a
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set of ideas, projected onto the New World by
European explorers with centuries of belief and
thought in tow. From this foundation of expectation
and experience, America and American thought grew
in turn, enriched by the bounties of the
Enlightenment, the philosophies of liberty and
individuality, the tenets of religion, and the doctrines
of republicanism and democracy. Crucial to this
development were the thinkers who nurtured it, from
Thomas Jefferson to Ralph Waldo Emerson, W.E.B.
DuBois to Jane Addams, and Betty Friedan to Richard
Rorty. The Ideas That Made America: A Brief History
traces how Americans have addressed the issues and
events of their time and place, whether the Civil War,
the Great Depression, or the culture wars of today.
Spanning a variety of disciplines, from religion,
philosophy, and political thought, to cultural criticism,
social theory, and the arts, Jennifer RatnerRosenhagen shows how ideas have been major forces
in American history, driving movements such as
transcendentalism, Social Darwinism, conservatism,
and postmodernism. In engaging and accessible
prose, this introduction to American thought considers
how notions about freedom and belonging, the
market and morality -- and even truth -- have
commanded generations of Americans and been the
cause of fierce debate.

Anti-intellectualism in American Life
American Philosophy offers the first historically
framed introduction to the tradition of American
philosophy and its contemporary engagement with
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the world. Born out of the social and political turmoil
of the Civil War, American philosophy was a means of
dealing with conflict and change. In the turbulence of
the 21st century, this remains as relevant as ever.
Placing the work of present-day American
philosophers in the context of a history of resistance,
through a philosophical tradition marked by a
commitment to pluralism, fallibilism and liberation,
this book tells the story of a philosophy shaped by
major events that call for reflection and illustrates the
ways in which philosophy is relevant to lived
experience. This book presents a survey of the
historical development of American philosophy, as
well as coverage of key contemporary issues in
America including race theory, feminism, indigenous
peoples, and environmentalism and is the ideal
introduction to the work of the major American
thinkers, past and present, and the sheer breadth of
their ideas and influence.

American Philosophy
Illuminates the nature of political culture in mideighteenth-century America, calling attention to
immigration, slavery, the middle class, and religion.
Bibliogs

The Myth of Black Anti-Intellectualism: A
True Psychology of African American
Students
In this book, Dane S. Claussen argues that the news
media have fed vocationalism and self-doubt in higher
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education, and anti-intellectualism throughout
American culture. Analyzing articles in popular
national magazines since the G.I. Bill of 1944,
Claussen finds that media have overwhelmingly
portrayed college as a time and place for students to
play sports, date and marry, drink and take drugs,
protest, join fraternities and sororities, go on
vacations, avoid the draft, escape their parents, and,
perhaps most of all, network and find jobs - in short,
do almost anything except research, study, write,
think, or debate. In the tradition of Richard
Hofstadter's Pulitzer Prize-winning Anti-intellectualism
in American Life and Allan Bloom's Closing of the
American Mind, Claussen illustrates the
counterintuitive and underestimated - nearly
overlooked - role of the news media in higher
education and anti-intellectualism.

The last intellectuals
This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work was
reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you
will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and
other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly
other nations. Within the United States, you may
freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body
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of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact,
this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available
to the public. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.

The End of the Myth
The New York Times bestselling author of The Origins
of Political Order offers a provocative examination of
modern identity politics: its origins, its effects, and
what it means for domestic and international affairs of
state In 2014, Francis Fukuyama wrote that American
institutions were in decay, as the state was
progressively captured by powerful interest groups.
Two years later, his predictions were borne out by the
rise to power of a series of political outsiders whose
economic nationalism and authoritarian tendencies
threatened to destabilize the entire international
order. These populist nationalists seek direct
charismatic connection to “the people,” who are
usually defined in narrow identity terms that offer an
irresistible call to an in-group and exclude large parts
of the population as a whole. Demand for recognition
of one’s identity is a master concept that unifies
much of what is going on in world politics today. The
universal recognition on which liberal democracy is
based has been increasingly challenged by narrower
forms of recognition based on nation, religion, sect,
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race, ethnicity, or gender, which have resulted in antiimmigrant populism, the upsurge of politicized Islam,
the fractious “identity liberalism” of college
campuses, and the emergence of white nationalism.
Populist nationalism, said to be rooted in economic
motivation, actually springs from the demand for
recognition and therefore cannot simply be satisfied
by economic means. The demand for identity cannot
be transcended; we must begin to shape identity in a
way that supports rather than undermines
democracy. Identity is an urgent and necessary
book—a sharp warning that unless we forge a
universal understanding of human dignity, we will
doom ourselves to continuing conflict.

The American Political Tradition
Why do students who belong to racial minority
groups—particularly black students—fall short in
school performance? This book provides a
comprehensive and critical examination of black
identity and its implications for black academic
achievement and intellectualism. • Uses African
American identity as the framework to understand
academic achievement and to expose the biases of
"deficit thinking" that presumes that underachievement among black students is related to
deficiencies in motivation, intelligence, culture, or
socialization • Presents information and viewpoints
informed by empirical research in a manner that is
accessible to general readers and non-specialists •
Uses personal anecdotes and examples from popular
culture to connect with readers and better illustrate
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the validity of the author's strengths-based approach
rather than the conventional deficit-based approach •
Challenges the idea that black students are inherently
anti-intellectual and do not value school as much as
their non-black peers

America at 1750
"The tragedy of the left is that, having achieved an
unprecedented victory in helping stop an appalling
war, it then proceeded to commit suicide." So writes
Todd Gitlin about the aftermath of the Vietnam War in
this collection of writings that calls upon intellectuals
on the left to once again engage American public life
and resist the trappings of knee-jerk negativism,
intellectual fads, and political orthodoxy. Gitlin argues
for a renewed sense of patriotism based on the ideals
of sacrifice, tough-minded criticism, and a willingness
to look anew at the global role of the United States in
the aftermath of 9/11. Merely criticizing and resisting
the Bush administration will not do—the left must also
imagine and propose an America reformed. Where
then can the left turn? Gitlin celebrates the work of
three prominent postwar intellectuals: David Riesman,
C. Wright Mills, and Irving Howe. Their ambitious,
assertive, and clearly written works serve as models
for an intellectual engagement that forcefully
addresses social issues and remains affirmative and
comprehensive. Sharing many of the qualities of
these thinkers' works, Todd Gitlin's blunt, frank
analysis of the current state of the left and his
willingness to challenge orthodoxies pave the way for
a revival in leftist thought and a new liberal
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patriotism.

The Problem of Christian AntiIntellectualism: Why Christians Should
Study Apologetics
Book Banning in 21st Century America, based on
thirteen contemporary book challenge cases in
schools and public libraries across the United States
argues that understanding contemporary reading
practices, especially interpretive strategies, is vital to
understanding why people attempt to censor books in
schools and public libraries.

American Violence
Richard Hofstadter (1916-70) was America’s most
distinguished historian of the twentieth century. The
author of several groundbreaking books, including
The American Political Tradition, he was a vigorous
champion of the liberal politics that emerged from the
New Deal. During his nearly thirty-year career,
Hofstadter fought public campaigns against
liberalism’s most dynamic opponents, from McCarthy
in the 1950s to Barry Goldwater and the Sun Belt
conservatives in the 1960s. His opposition to the
extreme politics of postwar America—articulated in
his books, essays, and public lectures—marked him as
one of the nation’s most important and prolific public
intellectuals. In this masterful biography, David Brown
explores Hofstadter’s life within the context of the rise
and fall of American liberalism. A fierce advocate of
academic freedom, racial justice, and political
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pluralism, Hofstadter charted in his works the
changing nature of American society from a provincial
Protestant foundation to one based on the values of
an urban and multiethnic nation. According to Brown,
Hofstadter presciently saw in rural America’s hostility
to this cosmopolitanism signs of an antiintellectualism that he believed was dangerously
endemic in a mass democracy. By the end of a life cut
short by leukemia, Hofstadter had won two Pulitzer
Prizes, and his books had attracted international
attention. Yet the Vietnam years, as Brown shows,
culminated in a conservative reaction to his work that
is still with us. Whether one agrees with Hofstadter’s
critics or with the noted historian John Higham, who
insisted that Hofstadter was “the finest and also the
most humane intelligence of our generation,” the
importance of this seminal thinker cannot be denied.
As this fascinating biography ultimately shows,
Hofstadter’s observations on the struggle between
conservative and liberal America are relevant to our
own times, and his legacy challenges us to this day.

Anti-Intellectualism in American Life
The Idea of a Party System
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize in Non-Fiction. This book is
a landmark in American political thought. Preeminent
Richard Hofstadter examines the passion for progress
and reform that colored the entire period from 1890
to 1940 with startling and stimulating results. The Age
of Reform searches out the moral and emotional
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motives of the reformers the myths and dreams in
which they believed, and the realities with which they
had to compromise.

The State of the American Mind
In The Secular Religion of Franklin Merrell-Wolff, Dave
Vliegenthart investigates the life and teachings of a
twentieth-century American mystic, with implications
for the socio-historical background of the ongoing
grand narrative that asserts a widespread antiintellectualism in modern American culture.

Progressive Historians
Intellectual history has never been more relevant and
more important to public life in the United States. In
complicated and confounding times, people look for
the principles that drive action and the foundations
that support national ideals. American Labyrinth
demonstrates the power of intellectual history to
illuminate our public life and examine our ideological
assumptions. This volume of essays brings together
19 influential intellectual historians to contribute
original thoughts on topics of widespread interest.
Raymond Haberski Jr. and Andrew Hartman asked a
group of nimble, sharp scholars to respond to a
simple question: How might the resources of
intellectual history help shed light on contemporary
issues with historical resonance? The answers—all
rigorous, original, and challenging—are as eclectic in
approach and temperament as the authors are
different in their interests and methods. Taken
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together, the essays of American Labyrinth illustrate
how intellectual historians, operating in many
different registers at once and ranging from the
theoretical to the political, can provide telling insights
for understanding a public sphere fraught with
conflict. In order to understand why people are ready
to fight over cultural symbols and political positions
we must have insight into how ideas organize,
enliven, and define our lives. Ultimately, as Haberski
and Hartman show in this volume, the best route
through our contemporary American labyrinth is the
path that traces our practical and lived ideas.

Freethinkers
Anti-intellectualism in American Media
Before this book first appeared in 1963, most
historians wrote as if the continental expansion of the
United States were inevitable. "What is most
impressive," Henry Steele Commager and Richard
Morris declared in 1956, "is the ease, the simplicity,
and seeming inevitability of the whole process." The
notion of inevitability, however, is perhaps only a
secular variation on the theme of the expansionist
editor John L. O'Sullivan, who in 1845 coined one of
the most famous phrases in American history when he
wrote of "our manifest destiny to overspread the
continent allotted by Providence for the free
development of our yearly multiplying millions."
Frederick Merk rejected inevitability in favor of a more
contingent interpretation of American expansionism
Page 11/28

Where To Download Anti Intellectualism In
American Life Richard Hofstadter
in the 1840s. As his student Henry May later recalled,
Merk "loved to get the facts straight." --From the
Foreword by John Mack Faragher

American Idyll
Throughout the twentieth century, popular songs,
magazine articles, plays, posters, and novels
alternated between representing intelligence as
empowering and as threatening. In Inventing the
Egghead, Aaron Lecklider cracks open this paradox by
examining representations of intelligence to reveal
brainpower's stalwart appeal and influence.

The Age of American Unreason
The American Political Tradition is one of the most
influential and widely read historical volumes of our
time. First published in 1948, its elegance, passion,
and iconoclastic erudition laid the groundwork for a
totally new understanding of the American past. By
writing a "kind of intellectual history of the
assumptions behind American politics," Richard
Hofstadter changed the way Americans understand
the relationship between power and ideas in their
national experience. Like only a handful of American
historians before him—Frederick Jackson Turner and
Charles A. Beard are examples—Hofstadter was able
to articulate, in a single work, a historical vision that
inspired and shaped an entire generation.

Out of Our Minds
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Portrays the rise of anti-intellectualism in America
during the McCarthy era

Generous Thinking
Organized thematically, a collection of essays
introduces nearly ninety of the world's most
entertaining and informative books, covering
masterpieces of fantasy and science fiction, horror
and adventure, epics, history, philosophy, essays, and
children's literature, by authors ranging from Sappho
and Petronius to Frederick Douglass, Arthur Conan
Doyle, and Georgette Heyer. Reprint.

The Intellectuals and the Flag
Describes the influence the theories of evolution had
on social philosophy and concludes that man's fate in
society is not biologically determined

Richard Hofstadter
An authoritative history of the vital role of secularist
thinkers and activists in the United States, from a
writer of "fierce intelligence and nimble, unfettered
imagination" (The New York Times) At a time when
the separation of church and state is under attack as
never before, Freethinkers offers a powerful defense
of the secularist heritage that gave Americans the
first government in the world founded not on the
authority of religion but on the bedrock of human
reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, celebrated
author Susan Jacoby paints a striking portrait of more
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than two hundred years of secularist activism,
beginning with the fierce debate over the omission of
God from the Constitution. Moving from nineteenthcentury abolitionism and suffragism through the
twentieth century's civil liberties, civil rights, and
feminist movements, Freethinkers illuminates the
neglected accomplishments of secularists who, allied
with liberal and tolerant religious believers, have
stood at the forefront of the battle for reforms
opposed by reactionary forces in the past and today.
Rich with such iconic figures as Thomas Jefferson,
Abraham Lincoln, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and
Clarence Darrow—as well as once-famous secularists
such as Robert Green Ingersoll, "the Great
Agnostic"—Freethinkers restores to history
generations of dedicated humanists. It is they, Jacoby
shows, who have led the struggle to uphold the
combination of secular government and religious
liberty that is the glory of the American system.

Out of Our Minds
WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE A new and eyeopening interpretation of the meaning of the frontier,
from early westward expansion to Trump’s border
wall. Ever since this nation’s inception, the idea of an
open and ever-expanding frontier has been central to
American identity. Symbolizing a future of endless
promise, it was the foundation of the United States’
belief in itself as an exceptional nation – democratic,
individualistic, forward-looking. Today, though,
America hasa new symbol: the border wall. In The End
of the Myth, acclaimed historian Greg Grandin
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explores the meaning of the frontier throughout the
full sweep of U.S. history – from the American
Revolution to the War of 1898, the New Deal to the
election of 2016. For centuries, he shows, America’s
constant expansion – fighting wars and opening
markets – served as a “gate of escape,” helping to
deflect domestic political and economic conflicts
outward. But this deflection meant that the country’s
problems, from racism to inequality, were never
confronted directly. And now, the combined
catastrophe of the 2008 financial meltdown and our
unwinnable wars in the Middle East have slammed
this gate shut, bringing political passions that had
long been directed elsewhere back home. It is this
new reality, Grandin says, that explains the rise of
reactionary populism and racist nationalism, the
extreme anger and polarization that catapulted
Trump to the presidency. The border wall may or may
not be built, but it will survive as a rallying point, an
allegorical tombstone marking the end of American
exceptionalism.

Closing of the American Mind
This second edition of the often-cited book on antiintellectualism, Out of Our Minds, focuses on U.S.
schools' failure to care for the intellects and talents of
all children, gifted children in particular. The revision
comprises 10 chapters: (1) what is intellect and why is
it important?; (2) the failure to cultivate intellect in
American schooling; (3) intellectualism and antiintellectualism among teachers; (4) families and
credentialism; (5) the anti-intellectual university: (6)
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the anti-intellectual media: (7) anti-intellectual
programming for the gifted; (8) ethics, justice,
equality, and intellect; (9) where might an intellectual
education reside?; and (10) what might an intellectual
education look like? The authors provocatively
examine issues of poverty, racism, and sexism and
look at new information on the roles of higher
education, media and technology, privatization,
families, and the global economy as they pertain to
the education of students in American schools.

The Secular Religion of Franklin MerrellWolff
A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of
social forces—usually treated as separate
entities—that has created a perfect storm of antirationalism. These include the upsurge of religious
fundamentalism, with more political power today than
ever before; the failure of public education to create
an informed citizenry; and the triumph of video over
print culture. Sparing neither the right nor the left,
Jacoby asserts that Americans today have embraced a
universe of “junk thought” that makes almost no
effort to separate fact from opinion.

It's Even Worse Than It Looks
We are often reminded that we live in a post-Christian
culture, but most Christians fail to understand that we
are losing the culture war in America because we
have essentially forfeited the intellectual war. Ideas
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have consequences, and history has shown that what
is intellectually respectable becomes, over time,
socially acceptable and culturally normative. Many
evangelical churches emphasize theology - i.e., those
biblically-based doctrines that define the Christian
faith. But few emphasize apologetics - i.e., why
Christians should believe these things. In the vast
majority of churches, neither adults nor young people
are challenged to explore in any real depth the
factual and rational bases for the Christian faith. This
booklet is a challenge to Christians to tune in, turn on,
and get involved in the great intellectual issues of our
day. As such, it is essentially an apologia (a rational
argument) for apologetics. The Christian faith is under
constant attack in our society and culture, and
Christians need to understand the rational and factual
bases for what they believe in order to effectively
explain it to sincere spiritual seekers and defend it
against hostile critics. This book examines the
problem of Christian anti-intellectualism, the
underlying causes of anti-intellectualism, the
consequences of anti-intellectualism, and the
solution. The goal of the Christian life is not to be an
intellectual but to be like Jesus. Spiritual maturity, not
intellectual brilliance, is what ultimately matters. But
in Jesus we find a man who was motivated not only by
love and compassion but also by truth. As our ideal,
we find in him someone who lived in perfect spiritual
harmony with God the Father, and as our model, we
find in him the perfect integration of passion, intellect
and will. Anti-intellectualism is pervasive among
Christians, and it is shameful. Of all people, Christians
should be the most thoughtful, the most inquisitive,
and the most creative as we strive to fulfill what Jesus
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said was the greatest of all commandments: to love
and honor God with all our heart, with all our soul,
and with all our mind.

The Ideas That Made America: A Brief
History
A trenchant critique of failure and opportunism across
the political spectrum, American Idyll argues that
social mobility, once a revered hallmark of American
society, has ebbed, as higher education has become a
mechanistic process for efficient sorting that has
more to do with class formation than anything else.
Academic freedom and aesthetic education are
reserved for high-scoring, privileged students and
vocational education is the only option for
economically marginal ones. Throughout most of
American history, antielitist sentiment was reserved
for attacks against an entrenched aristocracy or
rapacious plutocracy, but it has now become a revolt
against meritocracy itself, directed against what
insurgents see as a ruling class of credentialed elites
with degrees from exclusive academic institutions.
Catherine Liu reveals that, within the academy and
stemming from the relatively new discipline of
cultural studies, animosity against expertise has
animated much of the Left’s cultural criticism. By
unpacking the disciplinary formation and academic
ambitions of American cultural studies, Liu uncovers
the genealogy of the current antielitism, placing the
populism that dominates headlines within a broad
historical context. In the process, she emphasizes the
relevance of the historical origins of populist revolt
Page 18/28

Where To Download Anti Intellectualism In
American Life Richard Hofstadter
against finance capital and its political influence.
American Idyll reveals the unlikely alliance between
American pragmatism and proponents of the
Frankfurt School and argues for the importance of
broad frames of historical thinking in encouraging
robust academic debate within democratic
institutions. In a bold thought experiment that revives
and defends Richard Hofstadter’s theories of antiintellectualism in American life, Liu asks, What if
cultural populism had been the consensus politics of
the past three decades? American Idyll shows that
recent antielitism does nothing to redress the source
of its discontent—namely, growing economic
inequality and diminishing social mobility. Instead,
pseudopopulist rage, in conservative and
countercultural forms alike, has been transformed
into resentment, content merely to take down
allegedly elitist cultural forms without questioning the
real political and economic consolidation of powers
that has taken place in America during the past thirty
years.

Social Darwinism in American Thought
This timely reissue of Richard Hofstadter's classic
work on the fringe groups that influence American
electoral politics offers an invaluable perspective on
contemporary domestic affairs.In The Paranoid Style
in American Politics, acclaimed historian Richard
Hofstadter examines the competing forces in
American political discourse and how fringe groups
can influence — and derail — the larger agendas of a
political party. He investigates the politics of the
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irrational, shedding light on how the behavior of
individuals can seem out of proportion with actual
political issues, and how such behavior impacts larger
groups. With such other classic essays as “Free Silver
and the Mind of 'Coin' Harvey” and “What Happened
to the Antitrust Movement?, ” The Paranoid Style in
American Politics remains both a seminal text of
political history and a vital analysis of the ways in
which political groups function in the United States.
From the Trade Paperback edition.

Anti-intellectualism in American Life. (3.
Print.)
Technology and increasing levels of education have
exposed people to more information than ever before.
These societal gains, however, have also helped fuel a
surge in narcissistic and misguided intellectual
egalitarianism that has crippled informed debates on
any number of issues. Today, everyone knows
everything: with only a quick trip through WebMD or
Wikipedia, average citizens believe themselves to be
on an equal intellectual footing with doctors and
diplomats. All voices, even the most ridiculous,
demand to be taken with equal seriousness, and any
claim to the contrary is dismissed as undemocratic
elitism. Tom Nichols' The Death of Expertise shows
how this rejection of experts has occurred: the
openness of the internet, the emergence of a
customer satisfaction model in higher education, and
the transformation of the news industry into a 24-hour
entertainment machine, among other reasons.
Paradoxically, the increasingly democratic
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dissemination of information, rather than producing
an educated public, has instead created an army of illinformed and angry citizens who denounce
intellectual achievement. When ordinary citizens
believe that no one knows more than anyone else,
democratic institutions themselves are in danger of
falling either to populism or to technocracy or, in the
worst case, a combination of both. An update to the
2017breakout hit, the paperback edition of The Death
of Expertise provides a new foreword to cover the
alarming exacerbation of these trends in the
aftermath of Donald Trump's election. Judging from
events on the ground since it first published, The
Death of Expertise issues a warning about the
stability and survival of modern democracy in the
Information Age that is even more important today.

Classics for Pleasure
Hyperpartisanship is as old as American democracy.
But now, acrimony is not confined to a moment; it's a
permanent state of affairs and has seeped into every
part of the political process. Identifying the overriding
problems that have led Congress—and the United
States—to the brink of institutional collapse, It's Even
Worse Than It Looks profoundly altered the debate
about why America's government has become so
dysfunctional. Through a new preface and afterword,
Thomas Mann and Norman Ornstein bring the story
forward, examining the 2012 presidential campaign
and exploring the prospects of a less dysfunctional
government. As provocative and controversial as
ever, It's Even Worse Than It Looks will continue to
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set the terms of our political debate in the years to
come.

The Death of Expertise
This much-needed book provides a systematic
introduction, both conceptual and applied, to the
sociology of the professions. Keith Macdonald guides
the reader through the chief sociological approaches
to the professions, addressing their strengths and
weaknesses. The discussion is richly illustrated by
examples from and comparisons between the
professions in Britain, the United States and Europe,
relating their development to their cultural context.
The social exclusivity that professions aim for is
discussed in relation to social stratification, patriarchy
and knowledge, and is thoroughly illustrated by
reference to examples from medicine and other
established professions, such as law and architecture.
The themes of the book are drawn together in a final
chapter by means of a case study of accountancy.

Inventing the Egghead
Meditating on how and why we teach the humanities,
Generous Thinking is an audacious book that
privileges the ability to empathize and build rather
than simply tear apart.

Manifest Destiny and Mission in
American History
Page 22/28

Where To Download Anti Intellectualism In
American Life Richard Hofstadter
The Age of Reform
The Sociology of the Professions
With eyewitness accounts and contemporary
reports—linked together by succinct analytical
commentaries—Richard Hofstadter and his young
collaborator, Michael Wallace, have created a superb
documentary reader that is, in effect, a history of
violence in America through four centuries. Here, as
experienced by men and women who lived through
them, are not only the familiar, chilling
eruptions—Harper’s Ferry; the Civil War draft riot in
New York; Homestead; Centralia; the Detroit ghetto;
the assassinations of Lincoln, Malcolm X, and Robert
Kennedy—but also less commonly remembered
episodes, such as the New York slave riots of 1712,
the doctors’ riot of 1788, vigilante terror in Montana,
the anti-Chinese riot in Los Angeles in 1871, and the
White League coup d’état of 1874 in New Orleans. In
his extensive introduction, Richard Hofstadter shows
how, in the face of the record, Americans have had an
extraordinary ability to persuade themselves that
they are among the best-behaved and the bestregulated of peoples. With more than one hundred
entries, the editors have documented and put into
perspective the thread of violence in American history
whose rediscovery—as Hofstadter suggests—will
undoubtedly be one of the most important intellectual
legacies of the 1960’s. The book clearly
demonstrates, even as the reader comes to grips with
long-eluded truths, that America’s consistent history
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of violence has not yet breached beyond hope of
restoration our long record of basic political stability,
that most social reforms in the United States have
been brought about without violence.

America the Philosophical
Richard Hofstadter, the distinguished historian and
twice winner of the Pulitzer Prize, brilliantly assesses
the ideas and contributions of the three major
American interpretive historians of the twentieth
century: Frederick Jackson Turner, Charles A. Beard
and V.L. Parrington. These men, whose views of
history were shaped in large part by the political
battles of the Progressive era, provided the
Progressive movement with a usable past and the
American liberal mind with a historical tradition. The
Progressive Historians is at once a critique of
historical thought during this decisive period of
American development and an account of how these
three writers led American historians into the
controversial political world of the twentieth century.
Turner, in developing his idea that American
democracy is the outcome of the experience of
frontier expansion and the settlement of the West,
introduced his fellow historians to a set of new
concepts and methods, and in doing so doing re-drew
the guidelines of American historiography. Beard
insisted upon the elitist origins of the Constitution,
crusaded for the economic interpretation of history,
and ultimately staked his historical reputation on an
isolationist view of recent American foreign policy.
Parrington emphasized the moral and social functions
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of literature, and read the history of literature as a
history of the national political mind. In recent years,
the tide has run against the Progressive historians, as
one specialist after another has taken issue with their
interpretations. The movement of contemporary
historical thought has led to a rediscovery of the
complexity of the American past. Although he cannot
share the faith of the Progressive historians in the
sufficiency of American liberalism as a guide to the
modern world, Richard Hofstadter believes we have
much to learn about ourselves from a reconsideration
of their insights.

Anti- Intellectualis M in American Life
The Closing of the American Mind, a publishing
phenomenon in hardcover, is now a paperback
literary event. In this acclaimed number one national
best-seller, one of our country's most distinguished
political philosophers argues that the social/political
crisis of 20th-century America is really an intellectual
crisis. Allan Bloom's sweeping analysis is essential to
understanding America today. It has fired the
imagination of a public ripe for change.

The Paranoid Style in American Politics
In 1987, Allan Bloom’s The Closing of the American
Mind was published; a wildly popular book that drew
attention to the shift in American culture away from
the tenants that made America—and
Americans—unique. Bloom focused on a breakdown in
the American curriculum, but many sensed that the
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issue affected more than education. The very essence
of what it meant to be an American was disappearing.
That was over twenty years ago. Since then, the
United States has experienced unprecedented wealth,
more youth enrolling in higher education than ever
before, and technology advancements far beyond
what many in the 1980s dreamed possible. And yet,
the state of the American mind seems to have
deteriorated further. Benjamin Franklin’s “self-made
man” has become a man dependent on the state.
Independence has turned into self-absorption. Liberty
has been curtailed in the defense of multiculturalism.
In order to fully grasp the underpinnings of this shift
away from the self-reliant, well-informed American,
editors Mark Bauerlein and Adam Bellow have
brought together a group of cultural and educational
experts to discuss the root causes of the decline of
the American mind. The writers of these fifteen
original essays include E. D. Hirsch, Nicholas
Eberstadt, and Dennis Prager, as well as Daniel
Dreisbach, Gerald Graff, Richard Arum, Robert
Whitaker, David T. Z. Mindich, Maggie Jackson, Jean
Twenge, Jonathan Kay, Ilya Somin, Steve Wasserman,
Greg Lukianoff, and R. R. Reno. Their essays are
compiled into three main categories: · States of Mind:
Indicators of Intellectual and Cognitive Decline These
essays broach specific mental deficiencies among the
population, including lagging cultural IQ, low Biblical
literacy, poor writing skills, and over-medication. ·
Personal and Cognitive Habits/Interests These essays
turn to specific mental behaviors and interests,
including avoidance of the news, short attention
spans, narcissism, and conspiracy obsessions. ·
National Consequences These essays examine
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broader trends affecting populations and institutions,
including rates of entitlement claims, voting habits,
and a low-performing higher education system. The
State of the American Mind is both an assessment of
our current state as well as a warning, foretelling
what we may yet become. For anyone interested in
the intellectual fate of America, The State of the
American Mind offers an accessible and critical look at
life in America and how our collective mind is faring.

Identity
Winner of the 1964 Pulitzer Prize in Non-Fiction. In this
award-winning classic work of consensus history,
Richard Hofstadter, author of The Age of Reform,
examines the role of social movements in the
perception of intellect in American life. "As Mr.
Hofstadter unfolds the fascinating story, it is no crude
battle of eggheads and fatheads. It is a rich, complex,
shifting picture of the life of the mind in a society
dominated by the ideal of practical success." --Robert
Peel in the Christian Science Monitor

Book Banning in 21st-Century America
Argues that America is a leading philosophical culture
in history, outlining an overview of thought to explain
that Americans demonstrate a high capacity for
intellectual enterprises in the spirit of Greek
philosopher, Isocrates.
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