Read Free An Utterly Impartial History Of Britain
Or 2000 Years Upper Class Idiots In Charge John
Ofarrell

An Utterly Impartial History Of
Britain Or 2000 Years Upper
Class Idiots In Charge John
Ofarrell

1000 Years of Annoying the FrenchMilk of Paradise: A
History of OpiumAn Atlas of Extinct CountriesThe
BookDanziger's BritainA History of the BibleNatural
Right and HistoryThe Politically Incorrect Guide to the
British EmpireIn Search of Cell HistoryAn Utterly
Impartial History of BritainThings Can Only Get
BetterNothing NewThe Best a Man Can GetThings Can
Only Get Worse?An Utterly Impartial History of
BritainThe Politically Incorrect Guide to American
HistoryAn Utterly Exasperated History of Modern
Britain, Or, 60 Years of Making the Same Stupid
Mistakes as AlwaysThe Man Who Forgot His WifeA
History of Capitalism According to the Jubilee
LineGlobal Village IdiotAsk a ManagerSpeaking with
the AngelThe History of the English Church and
PeopleAll the Countries We've Ever InvadedThere's
Only Two David BeckhamsThis Is Not a
ValentineMademoiselleMy War CriminalThe Jews“The”
History of England from the Invasion of Julius Caesar
to the Revolution in 1688Alexander HamiltonHow to
Hide an EmpireMay Contain NutsThe Second Coming
of the KKK: The Ku Klux Klan of the 1920s and the
American Political TraditionI Have A BreamThe Works
of TacitusThis Is Your LifeCrusadersA Little History of
the WorldMartin Luther

Page 1/30

Read Free An Utterly Impartial History Of Britain
Or 2000 Years Upper Class Idiots In Charge John
Ofarrell
1000 Years of Annoying the French
An intelligent and authoritative history of opium—a
drug that has both healed and harmed since the
beginning of civilization. Poppy tears, opium, heroin,
fentanyl: humankind has been in thrall to the “Milk of
Paradise” for millennia. The latex of papaver
somniferum is a bringer of sleep, of pleasurable
lethargy, of relief from pain—and hugely addictive. A
commodity without rival, it is renewable, easy to
extract, transport, and refine, and subject to an
insatiable global demand. No other substance in the
world is as simple to produce or as profitable. It is the
basis of a gargantuan industry built upon a shady
underworld, but ultimately it is an agricultural product
that lives many lives before it reaches the branded
blister packet, the intravenous drip, or the scorched
and filthy spoon. Many of us will end our lives
dependent on it. In Milk of Paradise, acclaimed
cultural historian Lucy Inglis takes readers on an epic
journey from ancient Mesopotamia to modern
America and Afghanistan, from Sanskrit to pop, from
poppy tears to smack, from morphine to today’s
synthetic opiates. It is a tale of addiction, trade,
crime, sex, war, literature, medicine, and, above all,
money. And, as this ambitious, wide-ranging, and
compelling account vividly shows, the history of
opium is our history and it speaks to us of who we
are.

Milk of Paradise: A History of Opium
"Drawing on the Chanel archives, extensive
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interviews, and her own background as an author with
a Yale PhD in French and comparative literature who
covers fashion, performance, art, and cultural politics,
Garelick shows how Coco Chanel's fashions reflected
the historical and cultural crosscurrents around
her"--Library Journal.

An Atlas of Extinct Countries
Robyn Annear lends her signature wit to this fantastic
history of second-hand: from the origins of the op
shop to eBay, up-cycling and how new became
normal.

The Book
A major new history of the Crusades with an
unprecedented wide scope, told in a tableau of
portraits of people on all sides of the wars, from the
New York Times bestselling author of The Templars.
For more than one thousand years, Christians and
Muslims lived side by side, sometimes at peace and
sometimes at war. When Christian armies seized
Jerusalem in 1099, they began the most notorious
period of conflict between the two religions.
Depending on who you ask, the fall of the holy city
was either an inspiring legend or the greatest of
horrors. In Crusaders, Dan Jones interrogates the
many sides of the larger story, charting a deeply
human and avowedly pluralist path through the
crusading era. Expanding the usual timeframe, Jones
looks to the roots of Christian-Muslim relations in the
eighth century and tracks the influence of crusading
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to present day. He widens the geographical focus to
far-flung regions home to so-called enemies of the
Church, including Spain, North Africa, southern
France, and the Baltic states. By telling intimate
stories of individual journeys, Jones illuminates these
centuries of war not only from the perspective of
popes and kings, but from Arab-Sicilian poets,
Byzantine princesses, Sunni scholars, Shi'ite viziers,
Mamluk slave soldiers, Mongol chieftains, and
barefoot friars. Crusading remains a rallying call to
this day, but its role in the popular imagination
ignores the cooperation and complicated coexistence
that were just as much a feature of the period as
warfare. The age-old relationships between faith,
conquest, wealth, power, and trade meant that
crusading was not only about fighting for the glory of
God, but also, among other earthly reasons, about
gold. In this richly dramatic narrative that gives voice
to sources usually pushed to the margins, Dan Jones
has written an authoritative survey of the holy wars
with global scope and human focus.

Danziger's Britain
'This week the first pet passports came into effect.
Around the country dogs have been hopping into
photo booths and trying to look as relaxed as
possible, which is not easy when you know you're not
allowed on the chair.' Gathered here are the best of
John O'Farrell's newspaper columns for the Guardian
and the Independent which saw him win the coveted
Best Columnist of the Year Award at the prestigious
British Liars Awards. Among many other things, he
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claims that the only conviction in the Tory Party will
be when Jeffrey Archer gets sent to prison; that
scientists have created a genetically superior monkey
which will advertise lapsang souchong instead of PG
Tips; and that with the election of George W. Bush,
the global village has finally got its own global village
idiot.

A History of the Bible
“[A] satire of celebrity culture and the numbing
effects of fame” by the international bestselling
comedy writer and author of Things Can Only Get
Better (Publishers Weekly). It’s a big night at the
London Palladium. Jimmy Conway is about to perform
his stand-up comedy routine in front of two thousand
invited guests and millions more watching the event
live on TV. He steps into the spotlights and waits for
the applause to die down. He tries to appear
confident but he can’t help wondering whether he
should have shared his little secret with someone by
now. Jimmy has never performed comedy, or
anything, before. Ever. How did he get here? After
convincing a naive journalist that he is the latest
comedy phenomenon, the under-achieving Jimmy
bluffs and stumbles his way up the celebrity ladder,
discovering as he goes that in their desperation to be
associated with the next big thing, nobody has
bothered to check his credentials. Quicker than you
can say “flavor of the month,” Jimmy Conway
becomes a bogus celebrity, winning an award for
something he never did, and ultimately fooling the
entire celebrity industry. “A wicked farce.” —Daily
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Express
Natural Right and History
John O'Farrell, author of The Man Who Forgot His
Wife, An Utterly Impartial History of Britain and Things
Can Only Get Better, turns his comedic genius to the
problem of capitalism, encapsulated in a Tube train
full of passengers stuck underground - part of a series
of twelve books tied to the twelve lines of the London
Underground, as Tfl celebrates 150 years of the Tube
with Penguin Also available in a boxset 'Authors
include the masterly John Lanchester, the children of
Kids Company, comic John O'Farrell and social
geographer Danny Dorling. Ranging from the
polemical to the fantastical, the personal to the
societal, they offer something for every taste. All
experience the city as a cultural phenomenon and
notice its nature and its people. Read individually
they're delightful small reads, pulled together they
offer a particular portrait of a global city' Evening
Standard 'Exquisitely diverse' The Times 'Eclectic and
broad-minded beautifully designed' Tom Cox,
Observer 'A fascinating collection with a wide range of
styles and themes. The design qualities are excellent,
as you might expect from Penguin with a consistent
look and feel while allowing distinctive covers for each
book. This is a very pleasing set of books' A Common
Reader blog 'The contrasts and transitions between
books are as stirring as the books themselves A
multidimensional literary jigsaw' Londonist 'A series of
short, sharp, city-based vignettes - some personal,
some political and some pictorial each inimitable
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author finds that our city is complicated but ultimately
connected, full of wit, and just the right amount of
grit' Fabric Magazine 'A collection of beautiful books'
Grazia [Praise for John O'Farrell]: 'Comic genius' Mirror
'A consistently humorous writer' Mail on Sunday John
O'Farrell is the bestselling author of four novels,
including The Man Who Forgot His Wife. He has also
written comic non-fiction such as An Utterly Impartial
History of Britain, the political memoir, Things Can
Only Get Better and three collections of his popular
Guardian column.

The Politically Incorrect Guide to the
British Empire
-- Extraordinary biographies of America's most
prominent political figures from the Revolution to
Reconstruction-- Rare insight provided by authors who
were the subjects' contemporaries-- Introductory
essays by eminent present-day historians and
biographers

In Search of Cell History
A literary history of our most influential book of all
time, by an Oxford scholar and Anglican priest In our
culture, the Bible is monolithic: It is a collection of
books that has been unchanged and unchallenged
since the earliest days of the Christian church. The
idea of the Bible as "Holy Scripture," a non-negotiable
authority straight from God, has prevailed in Western
society for some time. And while it provides a firm
foundation for centuries of Christian teaching, it
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denies the depth, variety, and richness of this
fascinating text. In A History of the Bible, John Barton
argues that the Bible is not a prescription to a
complete, fixed religious system, but rather a product
of a long and intriguing process, which has inspired
Judaism and Christianity, but still does not describe
the whole of either religion. Barton shows how the
Bible is indeed an important source of religious insight
for Jews and Christians alike, yet argues that it must
be read in its historical context--from its beginnings in
myth and folklore to its many interpretations
throughout the centuries. It is a book full of
narratives, laws, proverbs, prophecies, poems, and
letters, each with their own character and origin
stories. Barton explains how and by whom these
disparate pieces were written, how they were
canonized (and which ones weren't), and how they
were assembled, disseminated, and interpreted
around the world--and, importantly, to what effect.
Ultimately, A History of the Bible argues that a
thorough understanding of the history and context of
its writing encourages religious communities to move
away from the Bible's literal wording--which is
impossible to determine--and focus instead on the
broader meanings of scripture.

An Utterly Impartial History of Britain
From “one of the best of the new [Martin Luther]
biographers” (The New Yorker), a portrait of the
complicated founding father of the Protestant
Reformation, whose intellectual assault on
Catholicism transformed Christianity and changed the
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course of world history. “Magnificent.”—The Wall
Street Journal “Penetrating.”—The New York Times
Book Review “Smart, accessible,
authoritative.”—Hilary Mantel On October 31, 1517,
so the story goes, a shy monk named Martin Luther
nailed a piece of paper to the door of the Castle
Church in the university town of Wittenberg. The
ideas contained in these Ninety-five Theses, which
boldly challenged the Catholic Church, spread like
wildfire. Within two months, they were known all over
Germany. So powerful were Martin Luther’s
broadsides against papal authority that they polarized
a continent and tore apart the very foundation of
Western Christendom. Luther’s ideas inspired
upheavals whose consequences we live with today.
But who was the man behind the Ninety-five Theses?
Lyndal Roper’s magisterial new biography goes
beyond Luther’s theology to investigate the inner life
of the religious reformer who has been called “the last
medieval man and the first modern one.” Here is a
full-blooded portrait of a revolutionary thinker who
was, at his core, deeply flawed and full of
contradictions. Luther was a brilliant writer whose
biblical translations had a lasting impact on the
German language. Yet he was also a strident
fundamentalist whose scathing rhetorical attacks
threatened to alienate those he might persuade. He
had a colorful, even impish personality, and when he
left the monastery to get married (“to spite the
Devil,” he explained), he wooed and wed an ex-nun.
But he had an ugly side too. When German peasants
rose up against the nobility, Luther urged the
aristocracy to slaughter them. He was a ferocious antiSemite and a virulent misogynist, even as he argued
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for liberated human sexuality within marriage. A
distinguished historian of early modern Europe,
Lyndal Roper looks deep inside the heart of this
singularly complex figure. The force of Luther’s
personality, she argues, had enormous historical
effects—both good and ill. By bringing us closer than
ever to the man himself, she opens up a new vision of
the Reformation and the world it created and draws a
fully three-dimensional portrait of its founder.

Things Can Only Get Better
Lots of husbands forget things: they forget that their
wife had an important meeting that morning; they
forget to pick up the dry cleaning; some of them even
forget their wedding anniversary. But Vaughan has
forgotten he even has a wife. Her name, her face,
their history together, everything she has ever told
him, everything he has said to her - it has all gone,
mysteriously wiped in one catastrophic moment of
memory loss. And now he has rediscovered her - only
to find out that they are getting divorced. The Man
Who Forgot His Wife is the funny, moving and
poignant story of a man who has done just that. And
who will try anything to turn back the clock and have
one last chance to reclaim his life.

Nothing New
Isn't it always the way? You wait ages for one purple
flour-filled condom and then three come along at
once. Of course the correct procedure for a chemical
attack in the House of Commons would have been for
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MPs to remain in the chamber and remove all items of
clothing.I'm not sure which is the more horrific vision;
anthrax all over London or Nicholas Soames slipping
out of his Y-fronts while chatting to a naked Ann
Widdecombe. Here at last is the third collection of
John O'Farrell's immensely popular Guardian columns
- the final part of the trilogy in which he discovers that
Margaret Thatcher is actually his mother. Contained
within these covers are a hundred funny, satirical
essays on subjects as diverse as Man's ascent from
the apes and the re-election of George W. Bush.Plus
there is a full account of O'Farrell's heroic but slightly
less successful attempt to capture his Tory home
town for socialism.He claims that identity fraud has
got so bad that an audacious impostor using the
name A.L. Blair even managed to get himself a Labour
Party card by posing a left-wing champion of wealth
distribution and civil rights.He asks why a Blackberry
isn't compatible with an Apple.And find out why the
Queen didn't go to her own son's wedding; 'What
happened to that other girl you were seeing?' 'Mother,
we got divorced and then she died in a car crash,
remember?' 'Well sometimes you have to work at
these things dear'

The Best a Man Can Get
QUOTES FROM THE JEWS "I say the word " AntiSemite" is vulgar and pedantic: that I think will be
universally admitted. It is also nonsensical. The
antagonism to the Jews has nothing to do with any
supposed "Semitic" race which probably does not
exist any more than do many other modern
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hypothetical abstractions, and which, anyhow, does
not come into the matter. The Anti-Semite is not a
man who hates the modern Arabs or the ancient
Carthaginians. He is a man who hates Jews."

Things Can Only Get Worse?
Describes consequences of British invasions and
occupations of countries throughout history.

An Utterly Impartial History of Britain
The Politically Incorrect Guide to
American History
An urgent examination into the revived Klan of the
1920s becomes “required reading” for our time (New
York Times Book Review). Extraordinary national
acclaim accompanied the publication of awardwinning historian Linda Gordon’s disturbing and
markedly timely history of the reassembled Ku Klux
Klan of the 1920s. Dramatically challenging our
preconceptions of the hooded Klansmen responsible
for establishing a Jim Crow racial hierarchy in the
1870s South, this “second Klan” spread in states
principally above the Mason-Dixon line by courting
xenophobic fears surrounding the flood of immigrant
“hordes” landing on American shores. “Part
cautionary tale, part expose” (Washington Post), The
Second Coming of the KKK “illuminates the surprising
scope of the movement” (The New Yorker); the Klan
attracted four-to-six-million members through secret
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rituals, manufactured news stories, and mass
“Klonvocations” prior to its collapse in 1926—but not
before its potent ideology of intolerance became part
and parcel of the American tradition. A “must-read”
(Salon) for anyone looking to understand the current
moment, The Second Coming of the KKK offers
“chilling comparisons to the present day” (New York
Review of Books).

An Utterly Exasperated History of
Modern Britain, Or, 60 Years of Making
the Same Stupid Mistakes as Always
Nick Danziger began his journey in June 1994, as
newspapers and magazines throughout the land
commemorated the 50th anniversary of the D-Day
landings and recalled the Allies' war aims (to afford
assurance that all men in all lands may live out their
lives in freedom from fear and want).

The Man Who Forgot His Wife
This book is not a valentine. It doesn't have lacey
edges or sugary hearts. But it is full of lucky rocks,
secret hiding spots, and gumball machine treasures.
This is a book about waiting in line and wishing for
cinnamon buns. About recognizing that if you care so
much about someone not thinking you care, maybe
you really do. But wait—isn't that exactly what love is
about? Maybe this book is sort of a valentine after all.
A testament to handmade, wacky, bashful, honest
love—sure to win over the hearts of all readers—this
offering from debut picture book author Carter
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Higgins and children's book veteran Lucy Ruth
Cummins is the perfect gift to celebrate every
relationship, from parent to child, sibling to sibling,
partner to partner, crush to crush. Plus, this is the
fixed format version, which looks almost identical to
the print edition.

A History of Capitalism According to the
Jubilee Line
Global Village Idiot
Many of us were put off history by the dry and dreary
way it was taught at school. Back then 'The Origins of
the Industrial Revolution' somehow seemed less
compelling than the chance to test the bold claim on
Timothy Johnson's 'Shatterproof' ruler.But here at last
is a chance to have a good laugh and learn all that
stuff you feel you really ought to know by now In this
'Horrible History for Grown Ups' you can read how
Anglo-Saxon liberals struggled to be positive about
immigration; 'Look I think we have to try and respect
the religious customs of our new Viking friends - oi,
he's nicked my bloody ox!'Discover how England's
peculiar class system was established by some
snobby French nobles whose posh descendents still
have wine cellars and second homes in the Dordogne
today. And explore the complex socio-economic
reasons why Britain's kings were the first in Europe to
be brought to heel; (because the Stuarts were such a
useless bunch of untalented, incompetent, arrogant,
upper-class thickoes that Parliament didn't have much
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choice.) A book about then that is also incisive and
illuminating about now, '2000 Years of Upper Class
Idiots in Charge', is an hilarious, informative and
cantankerous journey through Britain' fascinating and
bizarre history.As entertaining as a witch burning, and
a lot more laughs.

Ask a Manager
Like bubonic plague and stone cladding, no-one took
Margaret Thatcher seriously until it was too late. Her
first act as leader was to appear before the cameras
and do a V for Victory sign the wrong way round. She
was smiling and telling the British people to f*** off at
the same time. It was something we would have to
get used to.' Things Can Only Get Better is the
personal account of a Labour supporter who survived
eighteen miserable years of Conservative
government. It is the heartbreaking and hilarious
confessions of someone who has been actively
involved in helping the Labour party lose elections at
every level: school candidate: door-to-door canvasser:
working for a Labour MP in the House of Commons;
standing as a council candidate; and eventually
writing jokes for a shadow cabinet minister. Along the
way he slowly came to realise that Michael Foot would
never be Prime Minister, that vegetable quiche was
not as tasty as chicken tikki masala and that the
nuclear arms race was never going to be stopped by
face painting alone.

Speaking with the Angel
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This hilarious novel of a helicopter mom and dad is “a
near-flawless caricature of 21st-century upper-middleclass parenthood” (Publishers Weekly). Alice never
imagined she would end up like this, so anxious after
hearing about the dangers of meteorites that she
makes her children wear bike helmets in the wading
pool. Her husband, David, has taught their four-yearold to list every animal represented in Prokofiev’s
Peter and the Wolf. But the more they push their
children, the more things there are to worry about. It
seems no amount of gluten rationing or herbal teas
can improve their children’s intellectual development,
and as Alice’s eldest child looks set to fail her
entrance exam for the exclusive private school on
which her parents have pinned all their hopes, Alice
decides to take matters into her own hands. With a
baseball cap pulled low over her face, Alice shuffles
into a hall of two hundred kids and takes the test in
place of her daughter, her first exam in twenty years.
From one of Britain’s bestselling comic novelists,
praised by the New York Times for “a tart narrative
voice and a delectably understated way with
wisecracks,” May Contain Nuts is a provocative satire
of the manic world of today’s hypercompetitive,
overprotective families.

The History of the English Church and
People
This comprehensive history of cell evolution “deftly
discusses the definition of life” as well as cellular
organization, classification and more (San Francisco
Book Review). The origin of cells remains one of the
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most fundamental mysteries in biology, one that has
spawned a large body of research and debate over
the past two decades. With In Search of Cell History,
Franklin M. Harold offers a comprehensive, impartial
take on that research and the controversies that keep
the field in turmoil. Written in accessible language
and complemented by a glossary for easy reference,
this book examines the relationship between cells and
genes; the central role of bioenergetics in the origin of
life; the status of the universal tree of life with its
three stems and viral outliers; and the controversies
surrounding the last universal common ancestor.
Harold also discusses the evolution of cellular
organization, the origin of complex cells, and the
incorporation of symbiotic organelles. In Search of
Cell History shows us just how far we have come in
understanding cell evolution—and the evolution of life
in general—and how far we still have to go.
“Wonderful…A loving distillation of connections within
the incredible diversity of life in the biosphere,
framing one of biology’s most important remaining
questions: how did life begin?”—Nature

All the Countries We've Ever Invaded
E. H. Gombrich's Little History of the World, though
written in 1935, has become one of the treasures of
historical writing since its first publication in English in
2005. The Yale edition alone has now sold over half a
million copies, and the book is available worldwide in
almost thirty languages. Gombrich was of course the
best-known art historian of his time, and his text
suggests illustrations on every page. This illustrated
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edition of the Little History brings together the
pellucid humanity of his narrative with the images
that may well have been in his mind's eye as he wrote
the book. The two hundred illustrations—most of
them in full color—are not simple embellishments,
though they are beautiful. They emerge from the text,
enrich the author's intention, and deepen the
pleasure of reading this remarkable work. For this
edition the text is reset in a spacious format, flowing
around illustrations that range from paintings to line
drawings, emblems, motifs, and symbols. The book
incorporates freshly drawn maps, a revised preface,
and a new index. Blending high-grade design, fine
paper, and classic binding, this is both a sumptuous
gift book and an enhanced edition of a timeless
account of human history.

There's Only Two David Beckhams
'as the Labour candidate I prepared for every possible
question on the local radio Election Phone-In. What I
had not prepared for was my mum ringing up to say
that she agreed with John O’Farrell. On EVERYTHING.'
Where Did We Go Right? is the personal story of one
political activist helping Labour progress from its 1997
landslide to the unassailable position it enjoys today.
Along the way, he stood for Parliament against
Theresa May but failed to step into her shoes; he was
dropped from Tony and Cherie’s Christmas card list
after he revealed he always sent their card on to a
friend from the SWP; and he campaigned for a new
non-selective inner-city state school, then realised
this meant he had to send his kids to a non-selective
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inner-city state school. The long-awaited sequel to the
best-selling Things Can Only Get Better is for
everyone who could use a good laugh after Brexit,
Boris and Trump. A roller-coaster ride through the last
two decades via the very best political jokes
(excluding the ones that keep getting elected).

This Is Not a Valentine
The bestselling Politically Incorrect Guide to American
History reveals facts that you won't be--or never
were--taught in school, tells you about the "Books
You're Not Supposed to Read," and gives you all the
information you need to battle and confound left-wing
professors, neighbors, and friends.

Mademoiselle
The author of A Year in the Merde and Talk to the
Snail offers a highly biased and hilarious view of
French history in this international bestseller. Things
have been just a little awkward between Britain and
France ever since the Norman invasion in 1066.
Fortunately—after years of humorously chronicling
the vast cultural gap between the two
countries—author Stephen Clarke is perfectly
positioned to investigate the historical origins of their
occasionally hostile and perpetually entertaining pas
de deux. Clarke sets the record straight, documenting
how French braggarts and cheats have stolen credit
rightfully due their neighbors across the Channel
while blaming their own numerous gaffes and failures
on those same innocent Brits for the past thousand
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years. Deeply researched and written with the same
sly wit that made A Year in the Merde a comic hit, this
lighthearted trip through the past millennium debunks
the notion that the Battle of Hastings was a French
victory (William the Conqueror was really a Norman
who hated the French) and pooh-poohs French
outrage over Britain’s murder of Joan of Arc (it was
the French who executed her for wearing trousers).
He also takes the air out of overblown Gallic claims,
challenging the provenance of everything from
champagne to the guillotine to prove that the French
would be nowhere without British ingenuity. Brits and
Anglophiles of every national origin will devour
Clarke’s decidedly biased accounts of British triumph
and French ignominy. But 1000 Years of Annoying the
French will also draw chuckles from good-humored
Francophiles as well as “anyone who’s ever
encountered a snooty Parisian waiter or found
themselves driving on the Boulevard Périphérique
during August” (The Daily Mail). A bestseller in Britain,
this is an entertaining look at history that fans of
Sarah Vowell are sure to enjoy, from the author the
San Francisco Chronicle has called “the anti-Mayle . . .
acerbic, insulting, un-PC, and mostly hilarious.”

My War Criminal
A dozen of the most successful and popular writers
today including: Helen Fielding, Robert Harris, Patrick
Marber, Zadie Smith, John O'Farrell, Roddy Doyle,
Melissa Bank and Irvine Welsh have written
6000-word fictional monologues along the lines of
Alan Bennet's Talking Heads. And Colin Firth makes
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his début as a fiction writer. The result is a book of
completely original stories that have heart, soul and
wit. All the writers have given their work free, and
Penguin is giving £1 per copy sold to the TreeHouse
Trust, a charity which is setting up a unique school for
autistic children

The Jews
The ideal graduation gift for anyone about to enter
the workforce, a witty, practical guide to 200 difficult
professional conversations—featuring all-new advice
from the creator of the popular website Ask a
Manager and New York’s work-advice columnist.
There’s a reason Alison Green has been called “the
Dear Abby of the work world.” Ten years as a
workplace-advice columnist have taught her that
people avoid awkward conversations in the office
because they simply don’t know what to say.
Thankfully, Green does—and in this incredibly helpful
book, she tackles the tough discussions you may need
to have during your career. You’ll learn what to say
when • coworkers push their work on you—then take
credit for it • you accidentally trash-talk someone in
an email then hit “reply all” • you’re being
micromanaged—or not being managed at all • you
catch a colleague in a lie • your boss seems unhappy
with your work • your cubemate’s loud speakerphone
is making you homicidal • you got drunk at the
holiday party Advance praise for Ask a Manager “A
must-read for anyone who works . . . [Alison Green’s]
advice boils down to the idea that you should be
professional (even when others are not) and that
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communicating in a straightforward manner with
candor and kindness will get you far, no matter where
you work.”—Booklist (starred review) “I am a huge
fan of Alison Green’s Ask a Manager column. This
book is even better. It teaches us how to deal with
many of the most vexing big and little problems in our
workplaces—and to do so with grace, confidence, and
a sense of humor.”—Robert Sutton, Stanford
professor and author of The No Asshole Rule and The
Asshole Survival Guide “Clear and concise in its
advice and expansive in its scope, Ask a Manager is
the book I wish I’d had in my desk drawer when I was
starting out (or even, let’s be honest, fifteen years
in).”—Sarah Knight, New York Times bestselling
author of The Life-Changing Magic of Not Giving a
F*ck

“The” History of England from the
Invasion of Julius Caesar to the
Revolution in 1688
Re-live the glory and the heartache of England's
greatest ever game - and THAT World Cup Final back
in 2022. Well now it’s 2022 and the discussion is
finally over, England have eleven players as good as
any of them. The unbeatable national team have
reached the final of the Qatar World Cup. But one
journalist is convinced there is a scandalous secret
behind England’s incredible form. His lifetime’s dream
is to see the Three Lions win the World Cup. But if he
pursues and exposes the shocking truth, his beloved
England could be sent home in disgrace. Suddenly
this is much more than England vs Germany; it’s Love
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vs Duty, it’s Truth vs Happiness. The pressure of the
penalty shoot-out is nothing compared to this. There’s
Only Two David Beckhams is John O’Farrell’s loveletter to football; part-detective story, part-sports
memoir, part-satire on the whole corrupt FIFA circus;
it just made the final for the funniest football fiction
ever written

Alexander Hamilton
In this classic work, Leo Strauss examines the
problem of natural right and argues that there is a
firm foundation in reality for the distinction between
right and wrong in ethics and politics. On the
centenary of Strauss's birth, and the fiftieth
anniversary of the Walgreen Lectures which spawned
the work, Natural Right and History remains as
controversial and essential as ever. "Strauss . . .
makes a significant contribution towards an
understanding of the intellectual crisis in which we
find ourselves . . . [and] brings to his task an
admirable scholarship and a brilliant, incisive
mind."—John H. Hallowell, American Political Science
Review Leo Strauss (1899-1973) was the Robert
Maynard Hutchins Distinguished Service Professor
Emeritus in Political Science at the University of
Chicago.

How to Hide an Empire
Named one of the ten best books of the year by the
Chicago Tribune A Publishers Weekly best book of
2019 | A 2019 NPR Staff Pick A pathbreaking history
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of the United States’ overseas possessions and the
true meaning of its empire We are familiar with maps
that outline all fifty states. And we are also familiar
with the idea that the United States is an “empire,”
exercising power around the world. But what about
the actual territories—the islands, atolls, and
archipelagos—this country has governed and
inhabited? In How to Hide an Empire, Daniel
Immerwahr tells the fascinating story of the United
States outside the United States. In crackling, fastpaced prose, he reveals forgotten episodes that cast
American history in a new light. We travel to the
Guano Islands, where prospectors collected one of the
nineteenth century’s most valuable commodities, and
the Philippines, site of the most destructive event on
U.S. soil. In Puerto Rico, Immerwahr shows how U.S.
doctors conducted grisly experiments they would
never have conducted on the mainland and charts the
emergence of independence fighters who would shoot
up the U.S. Congress. In the years after World War II,
Immerwahr notes, the United States moved away
from colonialism. Instead, it put innovations in
electronics, transportation, and culture to use,
devising a new sort of influence that did not require
the control of colonies. Rich with absorbing vignettes,
full of surprises, and driven by an original conception
of what empire and globalization mean today, How to
Hide an Empire is a major and compulsively readable
work of history.

May Contain Nuts
"Michael Adams shares a flat with three other men in
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their late twenties. Days are spent lying in bed,
playing computer games and occasionally doing a bit
of work. And then, when he feels like it, he crosses
the river and goes back to his unsuspecting wife and
children. For Michael is living a double life - he
escapes from the exhausting misery of babies by
telling his wife he has to work through the night or
travel up north. And while she is valiantly coping on
her own, he is just a few miles away in a secret flat,
doing all the things that most men with small children
can only dream about. He thinks he can have it all,
until is deception is inevitably exposed The Best a
Man Can Get is written with the hilarious eye for detail
that sent John O'Farrell's first book, Things Can Only
Get Better, to the top of the bestseller lists. It is a
darkly comic confessional that is at once compelling,
revealing and very, very funny."

The Second Coming of the KKK: The Ku
Klux Klan of the 1920s and the American
Political Tradition
The British Empire, ”the biggest empire in
history”once ruled a quarter of the globe. It was built
by an incredible array of swashbuckling soldiers and
sailors, pirates and adventurers who finally get their
due in H. W. Crocker III's panoramic and provocative
view of four hundred years of history that will delight
and amuse, educate and entertain. Strap on your pith
helmet for a rollicking ride through some of history's
most colorful events. Bet your teacher never told you:
The Founding Fathers didn't rebel against British
imperialism; they looked forward to the transfer of the
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great seat of Empire to America. The original Norman
English invasion of Ireland was approved by the pope.
Sir Charles Napier, commander in chief of the British
Army in India, abolished the Hindu custom of widowburning. Field Marshal Sir Gerald Templer's hearts and
minds counter- insurgency strategy was instrumental
in defeating the Communists in Malaya. The breakup
of the British Empire led Winston Churchill to conclude
that he had achieved nothing in his life.

I Have A Bream
An investigation into the nature of violence, terror,
and trauma through conversations with a notorious
war criminal and hero to white nationalists Between
October 2014 and November 2016, global terrorism
expert Jessica Stern held a series of conversations in
a prison cell in The Hague with Radovan Karadzic, a
Bosnian Serb former politician who had been indicted
for genocide and other war crimes during the Bosnian
War and who became an inspiration for white
nationalists. Though Stern was used to interviewing
terrorists in the field in an effort to understand their
hidden motives, the conversations she had with
Karadzic would profoundly alter her understanding of
the mechanics of fear, the motivations of violence,
and the psychology of those who perpetrate mass
atrocities at a state level and who—like the terrorists
she had previously studied—target noncombatants, in
violation of ethical norms and international law. How
do leaders persuade ordinary people to kill their
neighbors? What is the “ecosystem” that creates and
nurtures genocidal leaders? Could anything about
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their personal histories, personalities, or exposure to
historical trauma shed light on the formation of a war
criminal’s identity in opposition to a targeted Other?
In My War Criminal, Jessica Stern brings to bear her
incisive analysis and her own deeply considered
reactions to her interactions with Karadzic, a brilliant
and often shockingly charming psychiatrist and poet
who spent twelve years in hiding, disguising himself
as an energy healer, while also offering a deeply
insightful and sometimes chilling account of the
complex and even seductive powers of a magnetic
leader—and what can happen when you spend many,
many hours with that person.

The Works of Tacitus
Following his hugely popular account of the previous
2000 years, John O'Farrell now comes bang up to date
with a hilarious modern history asking 'How the hell
did we end up here?' An Utterly Exasperated History
of Modern Britain informs, elucidates and laughs at all
the bizarre events, ridiculous characters and stupid
decisions that have shaped Britain's story since 1945;
leaving the Twenty-First Century reader feeling
fantastically smug for having the benefit of hindsight.

This Is Your Life
A compelling, highly readable history of the Bible as a
book.

Crusaders
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From 55BC to 1945, An Utterly Impartial History of
Britain elucidates, informs, but most of all laughs at
the seemingly incomprehensible events that combine
to make up the story of Great Britain.

A Little History of the World
Prisoners of Geography meets Bill Bryson: a funny,
fascinating, beautifully illustrated - and timely history of countries that, for myriad and often
ludicrous reasons, no longer exist. "Countries are just
daft stories we tell each other. They're all equally
implausible once you get up close." Countries die.
Sometimes it's murder, sometimes it's by accident,
and sometimes it's because they were so ludicrous
they didn't deserve to exist in the first place.
Occasionally they explode violently. A few slip away
almost unnoticed. Often the cause of death is either
'got too greedy' or 'Napoleon turned up'. Now and
then they just hold a referendum and vote themselves
out of existence. This is an atlas of 48 nations that fell
off the map. The polite way of writing an obituary is:
dwell on the good bits, gloss over the embarrassing
stuff. This book refuses to do so, because these dead
nations are so full of schemers, racists, and con men
that it's impossible to skip the embarrassing stuff.
Because of this - and because treating nation-states
with too much reverence is the entire problem with
pretty much everything - these accounts are not
concerned with adding to the earnest flag saluting in
the world, however nice some of the flags might be.

Martin Luther
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