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Dreaming of Verona
Marigold Green calls herself 'hideous, quaint and barmy'. Other people calle her
Bilgewater, a corruption of Bill's daughter. Growing up in a boys' school where her
father is housemaster, she is convinced of her own plainness and peculiarity.
Groomed by the wise and loving Paula, upstaged by bad, beautiful Grace and ripe
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for seduction by entirely the wrong sort of boy, she suffers extravagantly and
comically in her pilgrimage through the turbulent, twilight world of alarming
adolescence

Beatrice and Benedick
When sweet, healthy hearty Holly Fox dies suddenly in childbirth, the Surrey
village whose pearl she was reverberates with shock. She leaves behind her a
helpless, silent husband, and a tiny daughter, Faith. Everyone assumes Holly's
loving and capable mother Thomasina will look after Faith, but when she
unaccountably deserts her newborn grandchild, the baby must be packed off to her
father's peculiar family in the North - 'the very strangest people you ever saw my
dear'. With wisdom, generosity, and understanding, Jane Gardam takes as her
subject the English heart in all its eccentric variety. FAITH FOX sheds a clear, true
light on the pain of bereavement whilst always offering the joyous possibility of a
new beginning.

The Whole Stupid Way We Are
It is a wet day in Dorset, and walking to a luncheon party is Sir Edward Feathers
QC, followed by two elderly friends: his scruffy neighbour and sparring partner,
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Veneering, and Fiscal-Smith, the meanest lawyer ever to make a fortune at the
Bar. Fans of Jane Gardam's bestselling novel, OLD FILTH, will be delighted to
encounter Filth, now almost ninety, making his immaculate way to Privilege Hill,
named perhaps for the Prive-Lieges who arrived with the Normans, but more
probably for the village privies. Ranging from a Victorian mansion converted into a
home for unmarried mothers to a wartime hospital in the middle of the Blitz, from
ghost stories to brilliant observations of love and loneliness in their various
manifestations - including, in 'Pangbourne', a woman who falls in love with a gorilla
- to reflections on the haphazard nature of intellect and memories in 'The Last
Reunion', the stories in this collection mix Jane Gardam's trademark sardonic wit
with a delicate tenderness and a touch of the surreal.

Dark Memento
Truths will be shattered. Hearts will be broken The more vicious he is, the more I
crave him.Enzo is brutal, cruel and sexy as sin. Son of the Mafia Boss. Ruler of
Verona Academy. He and his two cousins, Dante and Luca, are adamant to make
my freshman year a living hell. I'm determined to get under Enzo's skin and make
him reveal his deepest, darkest secrets. What I didn't plan on was walking into the
crossfire of two warring families.Will I get burned in the ring of fire or will my
obsession become my nightmare? WARNING: Cruel Summer is a new adult/college
bully romance with a cliffhanger. This book is recommended for mature readers
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due to the language and sexual content.

Banishing Verona
“Far more than just another coming-of-age story” from the award-winning author
of the Old Filth trilogy (Bustle). Jane Gardam’s marvelous stories of young girls on
the threshold of womanhood—God on the Rocks and Crusoe’s Daughter—have
delighted fans and critics alike. These “modern classics” are now joined by a novel
that is equally fresh and genuine, comic and touching (The Independent). Jessica
Vye introduces herself with an enigmatic pronouncement: “I ought to tell you at
the beginning that I am not quite normal, having had a violent experience at the
age of nine.” A revered author has told Jessica that she is, beyond all doubt, a born
writer. This proves an accurate prediction of the future, one that indelibly colors
her life at school and her perception of the world. Jessica has always known that
her destiny would be shaped by her refusal to conform, her compulsion to tell the
absolute truth, and her dedication to observing the strange wartime world that
surrounds her. What she doesn’t know, however, is that the experiences and ideas
that set her apart will also lead her to a new and wholly unexpected life. Told with
grace and inimitable wit, A Long Way from Verona is a wise and vivid portrait of
adolescent discovery and impending adulthood. “A book to be judged by the
highest standards.” —The Spectator “A brilliant, witty, and agonizingly true-to-life
novel.” —The Times Literary Supplement “A fiercely funny and personal book.”
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—The Economist “The qualities for which Gardam is cherished (the quirkiness, the
bright-eyed wonder at reality) are already apparent in this early work.” —Kirkus
Reviews

Bilgewater
Meet Verona Cassidy. Dysfunctional. Delusional. Disturbed. When the 15-year-old
misfit sees the strikingly handsome garbageman outside her bedroom window, it's
love at first sight. But love doesn't always look back the same way. That won't stop
Verona from winning his heart at any cost. Sometimes people get used. Sometimes
people get hurt. Sometimes people die. Presented by acclaimed author Sawney
Hatton (DEAD SIZE), UGLYVILLE is the story of dark deeds and pathological
passion, about how far this fille fatale will go to have her Hollywood ending.

Uglyville
Ever since Annie got together with Ciccio, his Calabrian family have spoken of their
homeland as an earthly paradise, of wild nights dancing the tarantella, of almond
milk sold fresh from roadside stalls, of honey cakes and amaro made from wild
liquorice roots Now, at last, Annie and Ciccio are travelling down to see the
ancestral home and extended family for themselves, along with a bunch of vocal
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and lively de Gilios who don't want to miss out on the fun. Will everything Annie
has learnt in her years among the Ligurians stand her in good stead among the
Calabresi? Or is she in for another steep learning curve in the intricacies of Italian
rural life?

Juliet
The Merchant of Venice has been performed more often than any other comedy by
Shakespeare. Molly Mahood pays special attention to the expectations of the play's
first audience, and to our modern experience of seeing and hearing the play. In a
substantial new addition to the Introduction, Charles Edelman focuses on the play's
sexual politics and recent scholarship devoted to the position of Jews in
Shakespeare's time. He surveys the international scope and diversity of theatrical
interpretations of The Merchant in the 1980s and 1990s and their different ways of
tackling the troubling figure of Shylock.

Still Star-Crossed
Welcome to Verona Bay, a small coastal town where the secrets just won’t stay
buried—and people aren’t always who they seem. She was the one that got away…
Eight years ago Serenity Washington watched as her twin sister was murdered.
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She was lucky to escape the same grisly fate. With her sister’s killer in jail, she
relocated and tried to move on with her life. She married a man in the Air Force
and started a family, but when her husband dies unexpectedly she moves back to
the last place she remembers being happy—Verona Bay, FL. Now that she’s come
home, it’s all starting again… Within months of Serenity’s homecoming, she
receives a ‘gift’—a bracelet from her sister that was never recovered after her
death—and a taunting note. Terrified for herself and her young daughter, she turns
to the local sheriff for help. But there’s only so much they can do without proof that
the gifts aren’t more than sick pranks. There’s been no DNA, no fingerprints left
behind—nothing to indicate who’s leaving them. As the horrifying gifts arrive with
increasing frequency, Serenity has no doubt that she’s the ultimate target. But
with her sister’s murderer—a confessed serial killer—still behind bars, she has no
idea who’s stalking her. She turns to the one man she’s been trying to keep her
distance from… Former Marine Lucas Jordan has been hung up on single mom
Serenity since she moved back to Verona Bay, but she’s made it clear she’s not
looking for a relationship. When she’s targeted, however, all bets are off. He won’t
sit by while she’s terrorized, and with her and her daughter’s lives in danger he’s
prepared to stand his ground and protect them both. Together they face the
impossible task of trying to figure out who to trust before they all wind up six feet
under.

Us
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A loosely connected sequence of stories, offering vignettes of human foibles from
the holiday island of Jamaica. Mrs Filling sees something nasty in the midday sun;
an English lawyer dallies while his wife goes mad in England; sexuality flares and
everywhere farce and racial tension lurk.

The Road Home
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER When Julie Jacobs inherits a key to a safety-deposit
box in Siena, Italy, she is told that it will lead her to an old family treasure. Soon
she is launched on a winding and perilous journey into the history of her ancestor
Giulietta, whose legendary love for a young man named Romeo rocked the
foundations of medieval Siena. As Julie crosses paths with the descendants of the
families immortalized in Shakespeare’s unforgettable blood feud, she begins to
realize that the notorious curse—“A plague on both your houses!”—is still at work,
and that she is the next target. It seems that the only one who can save Julie from
her fate is Romeo—but where is he? Look for special features inside. Join the Circle
for author chats and more. RandomHouseReadersCircle.com

Saving Juliet
The barren, beautiful Cumbrian fells provide the bewitching setting for the
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adventures of Bell and Harry, two children who find enchanting wonder at every
turn, as they explore THE HOLLOW LAND. Everyday challenges give a daring edge
to this rural work and play. There are ancient mysteries to explore and uncover,
like the case of the Egg Witch, and everyone is curious about the Household Name,
a wildly famous Londoner moving in to the jewel of the territory, Light Trees Farm.
With painterly ease, Jane Gardam’s stories fly with a marvelous spirit that will
delight readers of all ages!

A Long Way from Verona
Is Italy a united country, or a loose affiliation of warring states? Is Italian football
(which we Americans know as “soccer”) a sport, or an ill-disguised protraction of
ancient enmities? After twenty years in the bel paese, Tim Parks goes on the road
to follow the fortunes of his hometown soccer club, Hellas Verona, to pay a
different kind of visit to some of the world’s most beautiful cities, and to get a fresh
take on the conundrum that is national character. From Udine to Catania, from the
San Siro to the Olimpico, traveling with the raucous and unruly Verona
fans—whose conduct is a cross between that of asylum inmates and the Keystone
Kops—Tim Parks offers his highly personal account of one man’s relationship with a
country, its people, and its national sport. The clubs are struggling, as always, to
keep their heads above water in Series A. The fans, as always, are accused of
vulgarity, racism, and violence. It’s an election year and politics encroaches. The
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police are ambiguous, the journeys exhausting, the referees unforgivable, the
anecdotes hilarious. And behind it all is the growing intuition that in a world
stripped of idealism and bereft of religion, soccer offers a new and fiercely ironic
way of forming community and engaging with the sacred.

Two Guys from Verona
Longlisted for the Man Booker Prize David Nicholls brings the wit and intelligence
that graced his enormously popular New York Times bestseller, One Day, to a
compellingly human, deftly funny new novel about what holds marriages and
families together—and what happens, and what we learn about ourselves, when
everything threatens to fall apart. Douglas Petersen may be mild-mannered, but
behind his reserve lies a sense of humor that, against all odds, seduces beautiful
Connie into a second date . . . and eventually into marriage. Now, almost three
decades after their relationship first blossomed in London, they live more or less
happily in the suburbs with their moody seventeen year-old son, Albie. Then
Connie tells him she thinks she wants a divorce. The timing couldn’t be worse.
Hoping to encourage her son’s artistic interests, Connie has planned a month-long
tour of European capitals, a chance to experience the world’s greatest works of art
as a family, and she can’t bring herself to cancel. And maybe going ahead with the
original plan is for the best anyway? Douglas is privately convinced that this
landmark trip will rekindle the romance in the marriage, and might even help him
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to bond with Albie. Narrated from Douglas’s endearingly honest, slyly witty, and at
times achingly optimistic point of view, Us is the story of a man trying to rescue his
relationship with the woman he loves, and learning how to get closer to a son
who’s always felt like a stranger. Us is a moving meditation on the demands of
marriage and parenthood, the regrets of abandoning youth for middle age, and the
intricate relationship between the heart and the head. And in David Nicholls’s
gifted hands, Douglas’s odyssey brings Europe—from the streets of Amsterdam to
the famed museums of Paris, from the cafés of Venice to the beaches of
Barcelona—to vivid life just as he experiences a powerful awakening of his own.
Will this summer be his last as a husband, or the moment when he turns his
marriage, and maybe even his whole life, around?

A Long Way From Verona
Throughout her career, prize-winning novelist Jane Gardam has been writing
glorious short stories, each one hallmarked with all the originality, poignancy, wry
comedy and narrative brilliance of her longer fiction. Passion and longing,
metamorphosis and enchantment are Gardam's themes, and like a magician she
plucks them from the quietest of corners: from Wimbledon gardens and cold
churches, from London buses and industrial backstreets. A mother watching her
children on the beach dreams of a long-lost lover, an abandoned army wife sees a
ghost at a moorland gate, a translator adrift in Geneva is haunted by the
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unspeakable manifestation of her own fears, and a colonial servant wreaks a
delicious revenge on her monstrous masters. Gardam's cast is wide and wonderful,
saints and mystics, trollops and curmudgeons, yearning mothers and lost children,
beloved figures such as Old Filth and less familiar - but equally unforgettable characters like Signor Settimo, the sad-eyed provincial photographer marooned in
Shipley or Florrie Ironside, the ferocious matron he seduces. With a mischievous
ear for dialogue, a glittering eye for detail and a capacious understanding of the
vagaries of the human heart, Jane Gardam's stories will captivate, sadden and
delight.

The Complete Idiot's Guide to Selling Your Home
I ought to tell you at the beginning that I am not quite normal having had a violent
experience at the age of nine' Jessica Vye's 'violent experience' colours her
schooldays and her reaction to the world around her- a confining world of Order
Marks, wartime restrictions, viyella dresses, nicely-restrained essays and dusty tea
shops. For Jessica she has been told that she is 'beyond all possible doubt', a born
writer. With her inability to conform, her absolute compulsion to tell the truth and
her dedication to accurately noting her experiences, she knows this anyway. But
what she doesn't know is that the experiences that sustain and enrich her
burgeoning talent will one day lead to a new- and entirely unexpected- reality.
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A Long Way From Verona
Follows the brief love affair of unworldly London carpenter Zeke and pregnant
radio show host Verona, whose relationship is cut short in the face of Zeke's
father's failing health, his mother's infidelity, and Verona's brother's shady financial
dealings. Reader's Guide available. Reprint.

Faith Fox
From #1 New York Times bestselling author Richard Paul Evans, the dramatic
conclusion in the riveting Broken Road trilogy—a powerful redemption story about
finding happiness on a pilgrimage across iconic Route 66. Chicago celebrity and
pitchman Charles James is supposed to be dead. Everyone believes he was killed in
a fiery plane crash, a flight he narrowly missed. But thanks to that remarkable
twist of fate, he’s very much alive and ready for a second chance at life and love.
Escaping death has brought Charles some clarity: the money, the fame, the
expensive cars; none of it brought him true joy or peace. The last time he was truly
happy was when he was married to his ex-wife Monica, before their relationship
was destroyed by his ambition and greed. In this final installment of the exciting
and provocative series that began with The Broken Road and The Forgotten Road,
Charles is still on his pilgrimage across the iconic Route 66. He intends to finish his
Page 13/27

Read Book A Long Way From Verona Jane Gardam
trek from Amarillo to Santa Monica, despite learning that his ex-wife is now
planning to marry another man. With the initial reason for his trip in jeopardy, he
still has lessons to learn along the way before he discovers—and arrives at—his
true destination.

Verona Comics
A new edition of Shakespeare?'s play in accordance with the work of the
Shakespeare and Schools Project and the national curriculum.

Journey to the South
The thrilling new novel of intrigue, conspiracy, and rapier-sharp wit that takes
William Shakespeare into the deceit and deception of sixteenth century Verona.
Venice, 1586. William Shakespeare is disguised as a steward to the English
Ambassador. He and his actor friends, Oldcastle and Hemming, possess a deadly
secret: the names of the Catholic spies in England who seek to destroy Queen
Elizabeth. Before long the Pope’s agents begin to close in on them, so fleeing the
city is the players’ only option. In Verona, Aemelia, the daughter of a Duke, is
struggling to conceal her passionate affair with her cousin Valentine. But darker
times lie ahead with the arrival of the sinister Father Thornhill, who is determined
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to seek out anyone who doesn’t conform to the Pope’s ruthless agenda . . . Events
will converge in the forests around Verona as a multitude of plots are hatched and
discovered, players fall in and out of love, and disguises are adopted and then
discarded. Will the brash William Shakespeare and his friends escape with their
secrets—and their lives?

Last Friends
In good times and bad, the home-seller's bible In today's uncertain real estate
market, sellers are deeply concerned with getting the most value for their homes.
Now more than ever, readers need books that will help them find the most
effective ways to make their homes attractive to buyers, save money, and make
the sales process easier. this unique guide will teach readers everything real estate
agents and brokers know - and more! Reflects changes in the real estate market in
the past several years, and explains how to deal with the market no matter when
the reader is looking to sell.

A Season with Verona
Hidden in the language of Shakespeare's best-loved comedy Much Ado About
Nothing are several clues to an intriguing tale. It seems that the witty lovers
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Beatrice and Benedick had a previous love affair that ended bitterly. But how did
they meet? Why did they part? And what brought them together again? When
nineteen-year-old Beatrice is brought to live at her uncle's court in Sicily to be a
companion to his daughter, she first meets Benedick, a young soldier who is there
with a Spanish lord on a month-long sojourn. As they begin to wage their war of
wit, their words mask their deep love for one another. But the pair are cruelly
parted by misunderstanding and slander. Heartbroken, Benedick sails to England
on the ill-fated Spanish Armada. Beatrice returns to her home in the North and an
unwanted betrothal. While Benedick must fight for his life on board ship, Beatrice
fights for her freedom from an arranged marriage. From the point of view of
Beatrice and Benedick we hear the lovers tell their own story, taking us from the
sunlit southern courts of Sicily, to the crippled Armada on the frozen northern seas,
to the gorgeous Renaissance cities of the north. From Marina Fiorato, author of the
acclaimed historical novel The Glassblower of Murano, comes a beautifully
imagined Beatrice and Benedick.

The Assassin of Verona: A William Shakespeare Novel
During one glorious summer between the wars, the realities of life and the sexual
ritual dance of the adult world creep into the life of young Margaret Marsh. Her
father, preaching the doctrine of the unsavoury Primal Saints; her mother, bitterly
nostalgic for what might have been; Charles and Binkie, anchored in the past and a
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game of words; dying Mrs Frayling and Lydia the maid, given to the vulgar
enjoyment of life; all contribute to Margaret's shattering moment of truth. And
when the storm breaks, it is not only God who is on the rocks as the summer
hurtles towards drama, tragedy, and a touch of farce.

Larp - the Battle for Verona
Sometimes even a geek can become a hero. Dennis and his friends have been
LARPing (Live Action Role Playing) since high school. Now, in his 20s, Dennis is
seriously considering giving up LARPing for good. He's tired of dealing with his
overzealous friend Mark; he's tired of his older brother Brad's constant put-downs;
and he's tired of the fact that he doesn't have a girlfriend. Check that. Not a
girlfriend, but the girlfriend. Alyssa--the one woman he's been pining over for
years. Dennis and his fellow LARPers have never been considered cool, in their
small island community of Verona, located off the coast of Washington State. But
all of that is about to change . . . While Dennis and his friends are attending a big
LARP tournament on the mainland, a rogue terrorist group of Mongolians in
medieval garb, led by an American madman, invade Verona and take its citizens
hostage--including their families and friends. When the LARPers find out what's
happening in their home-town, they do what any dedicated LARPer would do: they
put on their armor, strap on their swords, and fight their way home--LARP-style!
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Black Faces, White Faces
Amarone and the fine wines of Verona is a sure-footed guide to all aspects of
Veronese wine production, examining the history of the wines and geography of
the region as well as viticulture, climate, grape varieties, wine styles and
appassimento. It contains profiles of the region's important producers, including
assessments of their wines.

The Summer After the Funeral
What happens when everything you’ve got to give isn’t enough to save someone
you love? This transformative portrayal of “injustice, frustration, and rage is
wrenching and difficult to forget” (Publishers Weekly, starred review). It’s Maine.
It’s winter. And it’s FREEZING STINKIN’ COLD! Dinah is wildly worried about her
best friend, Skint. He won’t wear a coat. Refuses to wear a coat. It’s twelve
degrees out, and he won’t wear a coat. So Dinah’s going to figure out how to help.
That’s what Dinah does—she helps. But she’s too busy trying to help to notice that
sometimes, she’s doing more harm than good. Seeing the trees instead of the
forest? That’s Dinah. And Skint isn’t going to be the one to tell her. He’s a helper
guy too. He’s worried about a little boy whose dad won’t let him visit his mom. He’s
worried about an elderly couple in a too-cold house down the road. But the wedge
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between what drives Dinah and what concerns Skint is wide enough for a big old
slab of ice. Because Skint’s own father is in trouble. Because Skint’s mother
refuses to ask for help even though she’s at her breaking point. And because Dinah
might just decide to…help. She thinks she’s cracking through a sheet of ice, but
what’s actually there is an entire iceberg.

Amarone and the fine wines of Verona
The Whitbread Award–winning author of the Old Filth trilogy captures a moment in
time for three young women on the cusp of adulthood. Yorkshire, 1946. The end of
the war has changed the world again, and, emboldened by this new dawning,
Hetty Fallows, Una Vane, and Lieselotte Klein seize the opportunities with
enthusiasm. Hetty, desperate to escape the grasp of her critical mother, books a
solo holiday to the Lake District under the pretext of completing her Oxford
summer coursework. Una, the daughter of a disconcertingly cheery hairdresser,
entertains a romantically inclined young man from the wrong side of the tracks and
the left-side of politics. Meanwhile, Lieselotte, the mysterious Jewish refugee from
Germany, leaves the Quaker family who had rescued her, to test herself in London.
Although strikingly different from one another, these young women share the
common goal of adventure and release from their middle-class surroundings
through romance and education. “Gardam’s lean, fast-paced prose is at turns
hugely funny and deeply moving. . . . [Her] characters are acutely and
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compassionately observed.” —Atlantic Monthly “Quirky, enchanting . . . with lively,
laugh-out loud elan.” —The Baltimore Sun “Splendid . . . Gardam’s style is perfect.”
—The New York Times Book Review “With winning charm and wit . . . Gardam
frames her story in dozens of crisp, brief scenes featuring deliciously dizzy
conversation.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “Ebullient, humorous, and wise,
this is a novel to savor.” —Booklist “The portrait of postwar England as conventions
crumble and the country is rebuilt is terrific.” —Publishers Weekly

God on the Rocks
An Italian travelogue describes the trains that traverse the country, from the
architecture of old train stations to the new high-speed railways, and portrays the
author's memorable encounters along the way.

The Hollow Land
A mysterious clergyman is dead. His daughter Athene is desolate. Through a
muddle and the vagueness of her family, Athene finds herself in the summer after
her father's funeral marooned in a cottage with a painter, then in a hotel and
finally in a school, empty apart from a schoolmaster.
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The Flight of the Maidens
When Mimi Wallingford, the great-granddaughter of a legendary stage actress, is
transported into Shakepeare's Verona, she experiences the feud between the
Capulets and Montagues firsthand and is determined to give this famous tragedy a
happily-ever-after ending.

Italian Ways: On and Off the Rails from Milan to Palermo
In a glimpse of American life on the brink of the millenium, Will and Joel are two
surburban forty-three-year-old men brought together by a high school reunion, an
encounter that leads each man to explore the mysteries of sex, love, friendship,
and time

The People On Privilege Hill
The Two Gentlemen of Verona
'It's a cliche to compare novelists to Jane Austen, but in the case of Jane Gardam it
happens to be true. Her diamond-like prose, her understanding of the human
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heart, her formal inventiveness and her sense of what it is to be alive - young, old,
lonely, in love - never fades' Amanda Craig 'Her work, like Sylvia Townsend
Warner's, has that appealing combination of elegance, erudition and flinty wit'
Patrick Gale 'Sharp, humane, generous and wonderfully funny, she is one of our
very finest writers' Hilary Mantel Shortlisted for the 2014 Folio Prize. Old Filth and
The Man in the Wooden Hat told with bristling tenderness and black humour the
stories of that Titan of the Hong Kong law courts, Old Filth QC, and his clever,
misunderstood wife Betty. Last Friends, the final volume of this trilogy, picks up
with Terence Veneering, Filth's great rival in work and - though it was never
spoken of - in love. Veneering's were not the usual beginnings of an establishment
silk: the son of a Russian acrobat marooned in northeast England and a devoted
local girl, he escapes the war to emerge in the Far East as a man of panache,
success and fame. But, always, at the stuffy English Bar he is treated with
suspicion: where did this blond, louche, brilliant Slav come from? Veneering, Filth
and their friends tell a tale of love, friendship, grace, the bittersweet experiences
of a now-forgotten Empire and the disappointments and consolations of age.

The Green Man
Now an ABC TV show from producer Shonda Rhimes! Discover what happened
after the tragic deaths of Romeo and Juliet, as mysterious figures in Verona are
determined to reignite the feud between the Montagues and the Capulets. In fair
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Verona, enemies still walk the streets. Two news hearts. Same two families. The
fight to the altar is about to happen. All. Over. Again. This homage to the classic
Shakespearean tale of Romeo and Juliet will have readers pining for a star-crossed
love of their very own. “A recipe for escapist television that Shondaland has
perfected.” —The Hollywood Reporter on the TV adaptation

Crusoe's Daughter
Told in two voices, cellist Jubilee and anxiety-ridden Ridley meet at a comic con
where both of their families have booths, and begin a relationship they must hide
from their parents.

The Sidmouth Letters
I ought to tell you at the beginning that I am not quite normal having had a violent
experience at the age of nine' Jessica Vye's 'violent experience' colours her
schooldays and her reaction to the world around her- a confining world of Order
Marks, wartime restrictions, viyella dresses, nicely-restrained essays and dusty tea
shops. For Jessica she has been told that she is 'beyond all possible doubt', a born
writer. With her inability to conform, her absolute compulsion to tell the truth and
her dedication to accurately noting her experiences, she knows this anyway. But
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what she doesn't know is that the experiences that sustain and enrich her
burgeoning talent will one day lead to a new- and entirely unexpected- reality.

The Merchant of Venice
First published in a collection of short stories called Missing the Midnight:
Hauntings and Grotesques, this is a modern twist on the ancient fertility image of
legend, church carvings and pub signs.

The Stories
When the class hamster goes missing from Room 11 on the same day they have
an awful substitute teacher, hamster-phobic student Smashie McPerter and her
best friend, Dontel, experience increasing paranoia as every likely suspect
produces an alibi.

Cruel Summer
Jane Austen's love life - long the subject of speculation - is finally, delightfully dealt
with in the title story of this collection. Many of the other stories, like 'The
Sidmouth Letters,' bring together past and present - with sometimes hilarious,
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sometimes disturbing, often intensely moving results. With quiet elegance and
devastating accuracy, Jane Gardam probes many and varied lives. We meet a trio
of Kensington widows, mean-spirited and middle-aged, paying improbable tribute
to a long exploited nanny; we await- with dread- a stranger to tea in an Engliish
home; we witness the mercurial changes that take place in young love, and we
watch as a bohemian, passionate past returns to tempt domestic bliss.

Smashie Mcperter and the Mystery of Room 11
From the award-winning author of Old Filth. “[A] wonderfully old-fashioned novel . .
. This post-Victorian charmer is an engrossing delight” (People). In 1904, six-yearold Polly Flint is sent by her sea captain father to live with her aunts in a house by
the sea on England’s northeast coast. Orphaned shortly thereafter, Polly will spend
the next eighty years stranded in this quiet corner of the world as the twentieth
century rages in the background. Through it all, Polly returns again and again to
the story of Robinson Crusoe, who, marooned like her, fends off the madness of
isolation with imagination. In the Guardian’s series on writers and readers’ favorite
comfort books, associate editor Claire Armitstead said of Crusoe’s Daughter, “This
is the most bookish of books . . . Every time I return to it, I am comforted by its
refusal to conform, its wonderful, boisterous bolshiness, and the intelligence with
which it demonstrates that we are what we read.” “Witty, subversive, moving.”
—The Times (London) “[A] richly textured novel . . . much occurs on the emotional
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landscape. We know Polly intimately, and she haunts our imaginations as surely as
Crusoe haunts hers . . . a thought-provoking book.” —Library Journal “[The] most
seductively entertaining of British novelists.” —Kirkus Reviews
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