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The Silence of the Girls
"Searing . . . In affluent Baxter's Beach, the gentry of
Barbados maneuver around their servants with velvet
gloves and steel nerves, exposing fault lines of
resentment, love as ephemeral as a tropical breeze.”
(O Magazine, Most Anticipated Books of 2021) In
Baxter’s Beach, Barbados, Lala’s grandmother Wilma
tells the story of the one-armed sister. It’s a
cautionary tale, about what happens to girls who
disobey their mothers and go into the Baxter’s
Tunnels. When she’s grown, Lala lives on the beach
with her husband, Adan, a petty criminal with endless
charisma whose thwarted burglary of one of the
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beach mansions sets off a chain of events with
terrible consequences. A gunshot no one was meant
to witness. A new mother whose baby is found lifeless
on the beach. A woman torn between two worlds and
incapacitated by grief. And two men driven into the
Tunnels by desperation and greed who attempt a
crime that will risk their freedom – and their lives.
How the One-Armed Sister Sweeps Her House is an
intimate and visceral portrayal of interconnected
lives, across race and class, in a rapidly changing
resort town, told by an astonishing new author of
literary fiction.

State Sponsored Literature
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • OPRAH’S BOOK
CLUB PICK • From the National Book Award–winning
author of Between the World and Me, a boldly
conjured debut novel about a magical gift, a
devastating loss, and an underground war for
freedom. “This potent book about America’s most
disgraceful sin establishes [Ta-Nehisi Coates] as a firstrate novelist.”—San Francisco Chronicle IN
DEVELOPMENT AS A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE •
Adapted by Ta-Nehisi Coates and Kamilah Forbes,
produced by MGM, Plan B, and Oprah Winfrey’s Harpo
Films NOMINATED FOR THE NAACP IMAGE AWARD •
NAMED ONE OF PASTE’S BEST NOVELS OF THE
DECADE • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY Time • NPR • The Washington Post • Chicago
Tribune • Vanity Fair • Esquire • Good Housekeeping
• Paste • Town & Country • The New York Public
Library • Kirkus Reviews • Library Journal Young
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Hiram Walker was born into bondage. When his
mother was sold away, Hiram was robbed of all
memory of her—but was gifted with a mysterious
power. Years later, when Hiram almost drowns in a
river, that same power saves his life. This brush with
death births an urgency in Hiram and a daring
scheme: to escape from the only home he’s ever
known. So begins an unexpected journey that takes
Hiram from the corrupt grandeur of Virginia’s proud
plantations to desperate guerrilla cells in the
wilderness, from the coffin of the Deep South to
dangerously idealistic movements in the North. Even
as he’s enlisted in the underground war between
slavers and the enslaved, Hiram’s resolve to rescue
the family he left behind endures. This is the dramatic
story of an atrocity inflicted on generations of women,
men, and children—the violent and capricious
separation of families—and the war they waged to
simply make lives with the people they loved. Written
by one of today’s most exciting thinkers and writers,
The Water Dancer is a propulsive, transcendent work
that restores the humanity of those from whom
everything was stolen. Praise for The Water Dancer
“Ta-Nehisi Coates is the most important essayist in a
generation and a writer who changed the national
political conversation about race with his 2015
memoir, Between the World and Me. So naturally his
debut novel comes with slightly unrealistic
expectations—and then proceeds to exceed them.
The Water Dancer . . . is a work of both staggering
imagination and rich historical significance. . . .
What’s most powerful is the way Coates enlists his
notions of the fantastic, as well as his fluid prose, to
probe a wound that never seems to heal. . . . Timeless
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and instantly canon-worthy.”—Rolling Stone

Greasing the Wheels
The essays in this edited collection offer incisive and
nuanced analyses of and insights into the state of
British cities and urban environments in the twentyfirst century. Britain’s experiences with
industrialization, colonialism, post-colonialism, global
capitalism, and the European Union (EU) have had a
marked influence on British ideas about and British
literature’s depiction of the city and urban contexts.
Recent British fiction focuses in particular on cities as
intertwined with globalization and global capitalism
(including the proliferation of media) and with issues
of immigration and migration. Indeed, decolonization
has brought large numbers of people from former
colonies to Britain, thus making British cities ever
more diverse. Such mixing of peoples in urban areas
has led to both racist fears and possibilities of
cosmopolitan co-existence.

The Water Dancer
This text takes the reader through the closeness of
being a twin, including its negative aspects and their
need to be different to one another. But what
happens when twins are separated, especially by
death? The text examines death and bereavement of
twins, including the parental attitudes to the surviving
twin, the surviving twin's guilt, coping, bereavement
in childhood and adulthood. The book also covers the
psychological effects in later life for children who lost
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their twin at birth. Throughout, the book is illustrated
by the words of lone twins themselves.

Versailles
This book takes a post-racial approach to the
representation of race in contemporary British fiction,
re-imagining studies of race and British literature
away from concerns with specific racial groups
towards a more sophisticated analysis of the
contribution of a broad, post-racial British writing.
Examining the work of writers from a wide range of
diverse racial backgrounds, the book illustrates how
contemporary British fiction, rather than merely
reflecting social norms, is making a radical
contribution towards the possible future of a
positively multi-ethnic and post-racial Britain. This is
developed by a strategic use of the realist form,
which becomes a utopian device as it provides
readers with a reality beyond current circumstances,
yet one which is rooted within an identifiable world.
Speaking to the specific contexts of British cultural
politics, and directly connecting with contemporary
debates surrounding race and identity in Britain, the
author engages with a wide range of both mainstream
and neglected authors, including Ian McEwan, Zadie
Smith, Julian Barnes, John Lanchester, Alan
Hollinghurst, Martin Amis, Jon McGregor, Andrea Levy,
Bernardine Evaristo, Hanif Kureishi, Kazuo Ishiguro,
Hari Kunzru, Nadeem Aslam, Meera Syal, Jackie Kay,
Maggie Gee, and Neil Gaiman. This cutting-edge
volume explores how contemporary fiction is at the
centre of re-thinking how we engage with the
Page 5/30

Read Free 26a Diana Evans
question of race in twenty-first-century Britain.

How the One-Armed Sister Sweeps Her
House
In this richly descriptive and haunting narrative, Caryl
Phillips chronicles a journey through modern-day
Europe, his quest guided by a moral compass rather
than a map. Seeking personal definition within the
parameters of growing up black in Europe, he
discovers that the natural loneliness and confusion
inherent in long jorneys collides with the bigotry of
the "European Tribe"-a global community of whites
caught up in an unyielding, Eurocentric history.
Phillips deftly illustrates the scenes and characters he
encounters, from Casablanca and Costa del Sol to
Venice, Amsterdam, Oslo, and Moscow. He ultimately
discovers that "Europe is blinded by her past, and
does not understand the high price of her churches,
art galleries, and history as the prison from which
Europeans speak." In the afterword to the Vintage
edition, Phillips revisits the Europe he knew as a
young man and offers fresh observations.

Precious
Sadie Jones, the award-winning and internationally
bestselling author of The Outcast, returns with an
ambitious, richly imagined novel that confirms her
place in the literary firmament. A passionate and
beautifully written tale of personal loss in the midst of
war in late 1950s Cyprus, Small Wars raises important
questions that are just as relevant today. What
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happens when everything a man believes in — the
army, his country, his marriage — begins to crumble?
Hal Treherne is a young British soldier on the brink of
a brilliant career. Transferred to Cyprus to defend the
colony, Hal takes his wife, Clara, and their daughters
with him. But Hal is pulled into atrocities that take
him further from Clara, a betrayal that is only one
part of a shocking personal crisis to come. Small Wars
is a searing, unforgettable novel from a writer at the
height of her powers. From the Hardcover edition.

The Fat Lady Sang
Vikram Seth'S Captivating Book Is The Story Of A
Century And Of A Love Affair Across A Racial Divide
Shanti Behari Seth Was Born On The Eighth Day Of
The Eighth Month In The Eighth Year Of The Twentieth
Century; He Died Two Years Before Its Close. He Was
Brought Up In India In The Late Years Of The Raj, And
Was Sent By His Family In The 1930S To Berlin
Though He Could Not Speak A Word Of German To
Study Medicine And Dentistry. It Was Here, Before He
Migrated To Britain, That Shanti'S Path First Crossed
That Of His Future Wife. Henny Gerda Caro Was Also
Born In 1908, In Berlin, To A Jewish Family, Cultured,
Patriotic And Intensely German. When The Family
Decided To Have Shanti As A Lodger, Henny S First
Reaction Was, 'Don'T Take The Black Man!' But A
Friendship Flowered, And When Henny Fled Hitler'S
Germany For England, Just One Month Before The War
Broke Out, She Was Met At Victoria Station By The
Only Person She Knew In The Country: Shanti. Vikram
Seth, Their Great-Nephew From India, Arrived In This
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Childless Couple'S Life As A Teenage Student. Now He
Has Woven Together The Astonishing Story Of Shanti
And Henny, And The Result Is An Extraordinary
Tapestry Of India, The Third Reich And The Second
World War, Auschwitz And The Holocaust, Israel And
Palestine, Postwar Germany And 1970S Britain. Two
Lives Is Both A History Of A Violent Country Seen
Through The Eyes Of Two Survivors As Well As An
Intimate Portrait Of Their Friendship, Marriage And
Abiding Yet Complex Love. Part Biography, Part
Memoir, Part Meditation On Our Times, This Is The
True Tale Of Two Remarkable Lives A Masterful Telling
From One Of Our Greatest Living Writers. Click Here
To See Vikram Seth'S Microsite

Two Lives
Welcome to Versailles, an ocean-front mega-mansion,
100 rooms of technologically breathtaking real estate,
tailor-made for Casey Baer, founder and CEO of the
internet’s pre-eminent social network. He’s the
closest thing the online generation has to royalty, and
this is his palace. But all is not well in this concrete
shell of one man’s American Dream. His wife,
Synthea, once the world’s foremost industrial
designer, roams the corridors in a drugged dream
state. His son, River, locks himself away in his room,
living vicariously through dozens of virtual
pseudonyms. And Missy, his daughter, has just
deleted her online profile and driven away through
the gates, never to return. As River tries to track his
sister down, he lights upon Deep Sky. Is it a cult? And
if so, what do they want with Missy? Is she running
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away from home or toward a darker mystery? And
why? Is it something Casey did? Versailles is a fable
for the digital age. In an era of perpetual connectivity
and mass surveillance, the novel explores our dual
need to be witnessed and to be alone.

How to Live on 24 Hours a Day
From the legendary producer and author of The Kid
Stays in the Picture—one of the greatest Hollywood
memoirs ever written—comes a long-awaited second
work with all the elements of a star-studded
blockbuster: glamour and conflict, giddy highs and
near-fatal lows, struggle and perseverance, tragedy
and triumph.

A Short History of Tractors in Ukrainian
Many men aim high; Tom Farrell dares to be average.
While his friends accumulate wedding rings,
mortgages, and even, alarmingly, babies, Tom still
lives alone in his rented apartment with nothing but
condiments and alcohol in his refrigerator. He spends
Saturday mornings watching cartoons and eating
Cocoa Puffs out of an Empire Strikes Back bowl, and
devotes the rest of the weekend to his other favorite
hobbies: sports and girls. His credo, to think and act
like a thirteen-year-old boy at all times, has worked
well enough to land him a decent job writing
headlines for the New York Tabloid. But neither his
personal life nor his professional life has any forward
momentum; he's occupied the same cubicle since the
first George Bush was president and is currently
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"between girlfriends." At thirty-two, it starts to occur
to him: There's a fine line between picky and loser.
Enter a sly, beautiful coworker named Julia. After a
few torrid dates, Tom is hooked. "She's like cleaning
behind my refrigerator. A once-in-a-lifetime thing."
But the closer he gets to Julia, the more elusive she
becomes. Frustrated, Tom seeks the dubious advice
of his buddy Shooter, a shallow sexual gladiator, and
wonders why he keeps getting into arguments with
Bran, his smart, sarcastic "default date." But then
tragedy strikes, and everyone's attitudes toward life
and love change -- and even Tom begins to see
himself in a new light. By turns riotous and
tenderhearted, Kyle Smith's Love Monkey is the most
candid and excruciatingly funny exploration of the
male mind and libido since High Fidelity.

Blonde Roots
Veronika. Caroline. Isobel. Eleanor. One blond, one
brunette, one redhead, one with hair black as tar.
Four otherwise identical girls who spend their days in
sync, tasked to learn. But when May, a very different
kind of girl—the lone survivor of a recent
shipwreck—suddenly and mysteriously arrives on the
island, an unsettling mirror is about to be held up to
the life the girls have never before questioned. Sly
and unsettling, Gordon Dahlquist’s timeless and
evocative storytelling blurs the lines between
contemporary and sci-fi with a story that is sure to
linger in readers’ minds long after the final page has
been turned.
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On Beauty
What is justice? What is freedom? What is bias? And
who gets to have big ideas? Studies show that
children ask caregivers 300 questions a day during
meals, trips to the market, and before bedtime. This
book teaches children to think critically and discuss
ideas in a world that needs bright young thinkers.
Jamia Wilson expertly explores the difficult questions
kids may ask by relating them to real-life examples
and introducing a diverse range of thinkers and
luminaries. Drawing on influences from ancient
Greeks right up to modern-day American writers, the
idea of philosophy - and who gets to have big ideas is reimagined. Choose a question or page to explore
and discuss at a time. Relate to the real-life
experiences, explore big ideas from a range of
thinkers, and decide where you stand on the issue at
hand. For example, try to recall your earliest memory.
Can you remember a lot or a little? Do memories
make us who we are? Or do we pick and choose them
to suit who we are? This is a multi-layered book to be
explored again and again. Extra info in the book
includes a manifesto for talking about difficult topics
and managing disagreements, a glossary of terms, a
timeline of key thinkers, and an index of themes.
Chapters are organised into five sections: Identity,
Life, Truth, Culture, and Creativity. Questions include:
Who am I? What is race? What is gender? What
happens when we die? What is right and wrong? What
is bias? What is freedom? What is justice? What is
memory? A mind-expanding book to challenge young
thinkers, which reimagines philosophy for ages 9 and
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up.

Adrift [Movie tie-in]
#1 UK Bestseller “A thoughtful, funny, companionable
novel…executed with verve.”—London Times The
author of the acclaimed Crooked Heart returns with a
comic, charming, and surprisingly timely portrait of a
once pioneering suffragette trying to find her new
passion in post-WWI era London. 1928. Riffling
through a cupboard, Matilda Simpkin comes across a
small wooden club—an old possession that she hasn’t
seen for more than a decade. Immediately, memories
come flooding back to Mattie—memories of a thrilling
past, which only further serve to remind her of her
chafingly uneventful present. During the Women's
Suffrage Campaign, she was a militant who was jailed
five times and never missed an opportunity to return
to the fray. Now in middle age, the closest she gets to
the excitement of her old life is the occasional lecture
on the legacy of the militant movement. After running
into an old suffragette comrade who has committed
herself to the wave of Fascism, Mattie realizes there is
a new cause she needs to fight for and turns her focus
to a new generation of women. Thus the Amazons are
formed, a group created to give girls a place to not
only exercise their bodies but their minds, and ignite
in young women a much-needed interest in the world
around them. But when a new girl joins the group,
sending Mattie’s past crashing into her present, every
principle Mattie has ever stood for is threatened. Old
Baggage is a funny and bittersweet portrait of a
woman who has never given up the fight and the
Page 12/30

Read Free 26a Diana Evans
young women who are just discovering it.

Lament
A native of Bombay, Suketu Mehta gives us an
insider’s view of this stunning metropolis. He
approaches the city from unexpected angles, taking
us into the criminal underworld of rival Muslim and
Hindu gangs, following the life of a bar dancer raised
amid poverty and abuse, opening the door into the
inner sanctums of Bollywood, and delving into the
stories of the countless villagers who come in search
of a better life and end up living on the sidewalks. As
each individual story unfolds, Mehta also recounts his
own efforts to make a home in Bombay after more
than twenty years abroad. Candid, impassioned,
funny, and heartrending, Maximum City is a
revelation of an ancient and ever-changing world.

Rethinking Race and Identity in
Contemporary British Fiction
Winner of the 2004 Orange Prize for Fiction A Picador
Original Trade Paperback Hortense Joseph arrives in
London from Jamaica in 1948 with her life in her
suitcase, her heart broken, her resolve intact. Her
husband, Gilbert Joseph, returns from the war
expecting to be received as a hero, but finds his
status as a black man in Britain to be second class.
His white landlady, Queenie, raised as a farmer's
daughter, befriends Gilbert, and later Hortense, with
innocence and courage, until the unexpected arrival
of her husband, Bernard, who returns from combat
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with issues of his own to resolve. Told in these four
voices, Small Island is a courageous novel of tender
emotion and sparkling wit, of crossings taken and
passages lost, of shattering compassion and of
reckless optimism in the face of insurmountable
barriers---in short, an encapsulation of that most
American of experiences: the immigrant's life.

The Life of a Banana
A hauntingly beautiful, wickedly funny, and
devastatingly moving novel of innocence and dreams
that announces the arrival of a major new talent to
the literary scene In the attic room at 26 Waifer
Avenue, identical twins Georgia and Bessi Hunter
share nectarines and forge their identities, while
escaping from the sadness and danger that inhabit
the floors below. But innocence lasts for only so
long—and dreams, no matter how vivid and powerful,
cannot slow the relentless incursion of the real world.

The Wasted Vigil
A story of mothers and daughters, of a struggle with
racial identity and a journey to find a sense of
belonging

The Lone Twin
The heart-stopping memoir, soon to be a major
motion picture starring Shailene Woodley and Sam
Claflin, and directed by Baltasar Kormákur (Everest).
“An inspirational and empowering read.”—Shailene
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Woodley Young and in love, their lives ahead of them,
Tami Oldham and her fiancé Richard Sharp set sail
from Tahiti under brilliant blue skies, with Tami’s
hometown of San Diego as their ultimate destination.
But the two free spirits and avid sailors couldn’t
anticipate that less than two weeks into their voyage,
they would sail directly into one of the most
catastrophic hurricanes in recorded history. They
found themselves battling pounding rain, waves the
size of skyscrapers, and 140 knot winds. Richard
tethered himself to the boat and sent Tami below to
safety, and then all went eerily quiet. Hours later,
Tami awakened to find the boat in ruins, and Richard
nowhere in sight. Adrift is the story of Tami’s
miraculous forty-one-day journey to safety on a
ravaged boat with no motor and no masts, and with
little hope for rescue. It’s a tale of love and survival
on the high seas-- an unforgettable story about
resilience of the human spirit, and the transcendent
power of love.

No Bones
Shortlisted for the Women's Prize for Fiction, Diana
Evans' Ordinary People received international acclaim
for its "forensic look at the pleasures and perils of
marriage and parenting" (Sarah Waters, Guardian). In
a crooked house in South London, Melissa feels she's
defined solely by motherhood, while Michael mourns
the thrill of their romance. In the suburbs, Stephanie's
aspirations for bliss on the commuter belt compound
Damian's itch for a bigger life. Longtime friends from
the years when passion seemed permanent, the
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couples have stayed in touch, gathering for births and
holidays. But as bonds fray, lines once clearly marked
by wedding bands aren't so simply defined. Sweeping
eloquently from the specific to the universal, Ordinary
People is "a precise sketch of the British black middle
class, with a daring fifth-act twist" (Katy Waldman,
New Yorker).

Love Monkey
Longlisted for the Baileys Women's Prize for Fiction
Xing Li is what some Chinese people call a banana yellow on the outside and white on the inside.
Although born and raised in London, she never feels
like she fits in. When her mother dies, she moves with
her older brother to live with venomous Grandma,
strange Uncle Ho and Hollywood actress Auntie Mei.
Her only friend is Jay - a mixed raced Jamaican boy
with a passion for classical music. . Then Xing Li's life
takes an even harsher turn: the school bullying
escalates and her uncle requests she assist him in an
unthinkable favour. Her happy childhood becomes a
distant memory as her new life is infiltrated with the
harsh reality of being an ethnic minority. Consumed
by secrets, violence and confusing family relations,
Xing Li tries to find hope wherever she can. In order to
find her own identity, she must first discover what it
means to be both Chinese and British. PP Wong has
delivered a unique and realistic young adult drama
that is bursting with original content style and
emotion. What Reviewers and Readers Say: 'PP Wong
has blazed a trail for future British Chinese novelists
bursting with original and exciting flavours, ' The
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Independent 'A moving and optimistic debut about
orphaned siblings coping with a new strict home and
racial bullying, ' The Guardian 'Life of a Banana is so
refreshingly distinct. Read it, and you will soon find
yourself wanting more, ' Daily Mail 'Impeccably
observed, often hilarious, and deeply moving pitchperfect, ' David Henry Hwang

Number One Chinese Restaurant
Deal with the Devil is Orphan Black meets the postapocalyptic Avengers by USA Today and New York
Times bestselling author duo Kit Rocha. Nina is an
information broker with a mission—she and her team
of mercenary librarians use their knowledge to save
the hopeless in a crumbling America. Knox is the
bitter, battle-weary captain of the Silver Devils. His
squad of supersoldiers went AWOL to avoid
slaughtering innocents, and now he's fighting to
survive. They’re on a deadly collision course, and the
passion that flares between them only makes it more
dangerous. They could burn down the world,
destroying each other in the process Or they could do
the impossible: team up. This is the first book in a
near-future science fiction series with elements of
romance. At the Publisher's request, this title is being
sold without Digital Rights Management Software
(DRM) applied.

Deal with the Devil
From a stunning new voice, a debut novel that, like
Zadie Smith's White Teeth and Monica Ali's Brick
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Lane, confronts the multi-racial realities of modern
Britain with humour, grace, and lyrical intensity.
Identical twins Georgia and Bessi live in the loft of 26
Waifer Avenue in Neasden, London. It is their place,
one of strawberry-scented beanbag chair, a view of
the apple trees, and very important decisions, and all
visitors must knock on the door marked 26a before
entering. Downstairs is a less harmonious world: Ida,
the twins’ Nigerian mother, puts cayenne pepper on
Yorkshire pudding and can only assuage her bouts of
desperate homesickness with five-hour baths and
long conversations in Edo with her own absent
mother; Aubrey, their Derbyshire-born father, shouts
“Haddock!” in frustration with his house full of
women, and angrily roams the streets of Neasden to
escape his demons. Older sister Bel discovers sex,
high heels, and organic hairdressing, and baby sister
Kemy is obsessed with Michael Jackson. The twins
plan their own flapjack empire as the ticket to a
shining future for two. But as Georgia and Bessi grow
up, discovering the temptations and dangers of
London in the 1980s and 90s, the realities of
separateness and of solitude crowd in. Each must
decide on her own path to adulthood and pursue it —
and discover if she can face the future as only one.
Wickedly funny and devastatingly moving, 26a is part
fairytale, part nightmare. It moves from the mundane
to the magical, the particular to the universal with
exceptional flair and imagination. It is for everyone
who remembers their childhood, and anyone who
knows what it is to lose it. On the outside of their front
door Georgia and Bessi had written in chalk ‘26a,’ and
on the inside ‘G&B,’ at eye level, just above the
handle. This was the extra dimension. The one after
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sight, sound, smell, touch and taste where the world
multiplied and exploded because it was the sum of
two people. Bright was twice as bright. All the colours
were extra. Girls with umbrellas skipped across the
wallpaper and Georgia and Bessi could hear them
laughing. —Excerpt from 26a From the Hardcover
edition.

Maximum City
Named a Must-Read by TIME, Buzzfeed, The Wall
Street Journal, Star Tribune, Fast Company, The
Village Voice, Toronto Star, Fortune Magazine, InStyle,
and O, The Oprah Magazine "A joy to read—I couldn't
get enough." —Buzzfeed "This novel practically
thumps with heartache and sharp humor." —Changrae Lee, New York Times bestselling author of Native
Speaker An exuberant and wise multigenerational
debut novel about the complicated lives and loves of
people working in everyone’s favorite Chinese
restaurant. The Beijing Duck House in Rockville,
Maryland, is not only a beloved go-to setting for
hunger pangs and celebrations; it is its own world,
inhabited by waiters and kitchen staff who have been
fighting, loving, and aging within its walls for decades.
When disaster strikes, this working family’s controlled
chaos is set loose, forcing each character to confront
the conflicts that fast-paced restaurant life has kept
at bay. Owner Jimmy Han hopes to leave his late
father’s homespun establishment for a fancier one.
Jimmy’s older brother, Johnny, and Johnny’s daughter,
Annie, ache to return to a time before a father’s
absence and a teenager’s silence pushed them apart.
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Nan and Ah-Jack, longtime Duck House employees,
are tempted to turn their thirty-year friendship into
something else, even as Nan’s son, Pat, struggles to
stay out of trouble. And when Pat and Annie, caught
in a mix of youthful lust and boredom, find
themselves in a dangerous game that implicates
them in the Duck House tragedy, their families must
decide how much they are willing to sacrifice to help
their children. Generous in spirit, unaffected in its
intelligence, multi-voiced, poignant, and darkly funny,
Number One Chinese Restaurant looks beyond red
tablecloths and silkscreen murals to share an
unforgettable story about youth and aging, parents
and children, and all the ways that our families
destroy us while also keeping us grounded and alive.

Ordinary People
Jessamy Harrison is eight years old. Sensitive,
whimsical, possessed of a powerful imagination, she
spends hours writing, reading or simply hiding in the
dark warmth of the airing cupboard. As the half-andhalf child of an English father and a Nigerian mother,
Jess just can't shake off the feeling of being alone
wherever she goes, and other kids are wary of her
terrified fits of screaming. When she is taken to her
mother's family compound in Nigeria, she encounters
Titiola, a ragged little girl her own age. It seems that
at last Jess has found someone who will understand
her. TillyTilly knows secrets both big and small. But as
she shows Jess just how easy it is to hurt those
around her, Jess begins to realise that she doesn't
know who TillyTilly is at all.
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Ordinary People
**WINNER OF THE SOUTH BANK SKY ARTS AWARD**
'Diana is so amazing when it comes to writing about
humans and relationships about how we change,
grow, and fall away from each other I don't know
anyone who's as skilled as her' Candice CartyWilliams, Oprah Magazine Two couples find
themselves at a moment of reckoning. Melissa has a
new baby and doesn't want to let it change her.
Damian has lost his father and intends not to let it get
to him. Michael is still in love with Melissa but can't
quite get close enough to her to stay faithful.
Stephanie just wants to live a normal, happy life on
the commuter belt with Damian and their three
children but his bereavement is getting in the way.
Set in London to an exhilarating soundtrack, Ordinary
People is an intimate study of identity and
parenthood, sex and grief, friendship and ageing, and
the fragile architecture of love. 'Diana Evans's fiction
is emotionally intelligent, dark, funny, moving. The
sheer energy in her novels is enthralling' Jackie Kay 'I
am shouting from the rooftops to anyone who will
listen about this book. It's so so good - realistic and
funny and so truthful it almost winded me' Dolly
Alderton 'I just finished Ordinary People by Diana
Evans and it is utterly exquisite. What a writer she is the depth of her insight, the grace of her sentences.
WHAT HAVE I BEEN DOING ALL THIS TIME NOT
READING HER?' Elizabeth Day, Twitter

26a
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A novel that chronicles the life and times of Amelia, a
young woman growing up in a crazy family amid the
violence and devastation of Belfast during the
Troubles.

26a
Identical twins, Georgia and Bessi, live in the loft of 26
Waifer Avenue. It is a place of beanbags, nectarines
and secrets, and visitors must always knock before
entering. Down below there is not such harmony.
Their Nigerian mother puts cayenne pepper on her
Yorkshire pudding and has mysterious ways of dealing
with homesickness; their father angrily roams the
streets of Neasden, prey to the demons of his
Derbyshire upbringing. Forced to create their own
identities, the Hunter children build a separate
universe. Older sister Bel discovers sex, high heels
and organic hairdressing, the twins prepare for a
flapjack empire, and baby sister Kemy learns to
moonwalk for Michael Jackson. It is when the reality
comes knocking that the fantasies of childhood start
to give way. How will Georgia and Bessi cope in a
world of separateness and solitude, and which of
them will be stronger?

Julius Winsome
The first of its kind, A Hunger So Wide and So Deep
challenges the popular notion that eating problems
occur only among white, well-to-do, heterosexual
women. Becky W. Thompson shows us how race,
class, sexuality, and nationality can shape women's
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eating problems. Based on in-depth life history
interviews with African-American, Latina, and lesbian
women, her book chronicles the effects of racism,
poverty, sexism, acculturation, and sexual abuse on
women's bodies and eating patterns. A Hunger So
Wide and So Deep dispels popular stereotypes of
anorexia and bulimia as symptoms of vanity and
underscores the risks of mislabeling what is often a
way of coping with society's own disorders. By
featuring the creative ways in which women have
changed their unwanted eating patterns and regained
trust in their bodies and appetites, Thompson offers a
message of hope and empowerment that applies
across race, class, and sexual preference.

Old Baggage
You have to live on twenty-four hours of daily time.
Out of it you have to spin health, pleasure, money,
content, respect, and the evolution of your immortal
soul. Its right use, its most effective use, is a matter
of the highest urgency and of the most thrilling
actuality. All depends on that. Your happiness &
ndash; the elusive prize that you are all clutching for,
my friends! & ndash; depends on that. Which of us
lives on twenty-four hours a day? And when I say
"lives

Small Island
Debates about the value of the 'literary' rarely
register the expressive acts of state subsidy,
sponsorship, and cultural policy that have shaped
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post-war Britain. In State Sponsored Literature, Asha
Rogers argues that the modern state was a major
material condition of literature, even as its efforts
were relative, partial, and prone to disruption.
Drawing from neglected and occasionally unexpected
archives, she shows how the state became an integral
and conflicted custodian of literary freedom in the
postcolonial world as beliefs about literature's 'public'
were radically challenged by the unrivalled migration
to Britain at the end of Empire. State Sponsored
Literature retells the story of literature's place in postwar Britain through original analysis of the
institutional forces behind canon-formation and
contestation, from the literature programmes of the
British Council and Arts Council and the UK's fraught
relations with UNESCO, to GCSE literature anthologies
and the origins of The Satanic Verses in migrant
Camden. The state did not shape literary production
in a vacuum, Rogers argues, but its policies,
practices, and priorities were also inexorably shaped
in turn. Demonstrating how archival work can
potentially transform our understanding of literature,
this book challenges how we think about literature's
value by asking what state involvement has meant for
writers, readers, institutions, and the ideal of
autonomy itself.

The Icarus Girl
In an alternate world in which Africans enslaved
Europeans, Doris, an Englishwoman, is captured and
taken to the New World, where the hardships she
endures as a slave are offset by dreams of escape
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and home.

Twenty-First-Century British Fiction and
the City
Marcus Caldwell, and English widower and Muslim
convert, lives in an old perfume factory in the shadow
of the Tora Bora mountains in Afghanistan. Lara, a
Russian woman, arrives at his home one day in search
of her brother, a Soviet soldier who disappeared in
the area many years previously, and who may have
known Marcus’s daughter. In the days that follow,
further people arrive there, each seeking someone or
something. The stories and histories that unfold,
interweaving and overlapping, span nearly a quarter
of a century and tell of the terrible afflictions that
have plagued Afghanistan—as well of the love that
can blossom during war and conflict.

Small Wars
A Washington Post Notable Book One of the Best
Books of the Year: NPR, The Economist, Financial
Times Shortlisted for the Costa Novel Award Finalist
for the Women’s Prize for Fiction Here is the story of
the Iliad as we’ve never heard it before: in the words
of Briseis, Trojan queen and captive of Achilles. Given
only a few words in Homer’s epic and largely erased
by history, she is nonetheless a pivotal figure in the
Trojan War. In these pages she comes fully to life:
wry, watchful, forging connections among her fellow
female prisoners even as she is caught between
Greece’s two most powerful warriors. Her story pulls
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back the veil on the thousands of women who lived
behind the scenes of the Greek army
camp—concubines, nurses, prostitutes, the women
who lay out the dead—as gods and mortals spar, and
as a legendary war hurtles toward its inevitable
conclusion. Brilliantly written, filled with moments of
terror and beauty, The Silence of the Girls gives voice
to an extraordinary woman—and makes an ancient
story new again.

A Hunger So Wide and So Deep
Winner of the 2011 Costa First Novel Award When
their mother catches their father with another
woman, twelve year-old Blessing and her fourteenyear-old brother, Ezikiel, are forced to leave their
comfortable home in Lagos for a village in the Niger
Delta, to live with their mother’s family. Without
running water or electricity, Warri is at first a
nightmare for Blessing. Her mother is gone all day
and works suspiciously late into the night to pay the
children’s school fees. Her brother, once a promising
student, seems to be falling increasingly under the
influence of the local group of violent teenage boys
calling themselves Freedom Fighters. Her
grandfather, a kind if misguided man, is trying on
Islam as his new religion of choice, and is even
considering the possibility of bringing in a second
wife. But Blessing’s grandmother, wise and practical,
soon becomes a beloved mentor, teaching Blessing
the ways of the midwife in rural Nigeria. Blessing is
exposed to the horrors of genital mutilation and the
devastation wrought on the environment by British
Page 26/30

Read Free 26a Diana Evans
and American oil companies. As Warri comes to feel
like home, Blessing becomes increasingly aware of
the threats to its safety, both from its unshakable but
dangerous traditions and the relentless carelessness
of the modern world. Tiny Sunbirds, Far Away is the
witty and beautifully written story of one family’s
attempt to survive a new life they could never have
imagined, struggling to find a deeper sense of identity
along the way.

Tiny Sunbirds, Far Away
With this wise, tender, and deeply funny novel, Marina
Lewycka takes her place alongside Zadie Smith and
Monica Ali as a writer who can capture the
unchanging verities of family. When an elderly and
newly widowed Ukrainian immigrant announces his
intention to remarry, his daughters must set aside
their longtime feud to thwart him. For their father’s
intended is a voluptuous old-country gold digger with
a proclivity for green satin underwear and an appetite
for the good life of the West. As the hostilities mount
and family secrets spill out, A Short History of
Tractors in Ukrainian combines sex, bitchiness, wit,
and genuine warmth in its celebration of the pleasure
of growing old disgracefully.

26a
In this loose retelling of Howard's End, Zadie Smith
considers the big questions: Why do we fall in love
with the people we do? Why do we visit our mistakes
on our children? What makes life truly beautiful? Set
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in New England mainly and London partly, On Beauty
concerns a pair of feuding families—the Belseys and
the Kippses—and a clutch of doomed affairs. It puts
low morals among high ideals and asks some
searching questions about what life does to love. For
the Belseys and the Kippses, the confusions—both
personal and political—of our uncertain age are about
to be brought close to home: right to the heart of
family.

Big Ideas for Young Thinkers
Pork barrel projects would surely rank near the top of
most observers' lists of Congress's most widely
despised products. Yet, political leaders in Congress
and the President often trade pork for votes to pass
legislation that serves broad national purposes, giving
members of Congress pork barrel projects in return
for their votes on general interest legislation. It is a
practice that succeeds at a cost, but it is a cost that
many political leaders are willing to pay in order to
enact the broader public policies that they favor.
There is an irony in this: pork barrel benefits, the
most reviled of Congress's legislative products, are
used by policy coalition leaders to produce the type of
policy that is most admired - general interest
legislation. This book makes the case that buying
votes with pork is one way in which Congress solves
its well-known collective action problem.

The Different Girl
Sixteen-year-old Deirdre Monaghan is a music
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prodigy, who’s about to find out she can see faeries.
Two mysterious (and cute) guys enter her life. Trouble
is, Luke is a soulless faerie assassin and Aodhan is a
dark faerie soldier. Their orders from the Faerie
Queen? Kill Deirdre.

The European Tribe
Julius Winsome lives in a cabin in the hunting
heartland of the Maine woods, with only his books and
his dog for company. That is until the morning he
finds that his dog has been shot dead - and not by
accident. Gerard Donovan weaves an extraordinary
tale of revenge that is also a tender and
heartbreaking paean to lost love. Narrated by the
unforgettable voice of Julius himself - at once
compassionate, vulnerable and threatening - it reads
like a timeless, lost classic.
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